
 

Sutton on the Forest 
Parish Council 

 

Minutes of a meeting of Sutton on the Forest Parish Council held on Monday 10 October 2016 
at 7.30pm in the Grey Village Hall. 
 
Present:    Councillor Anderson 
   Councillor England 
   Councillor Perks 

Councillor Shearman 
 

In Attendance: Sue Bracewell (clerk) 
   Councillor Patmore (NYCC) 
 
Xx members of the public. 
 
16/1 Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr Crossley. 

16/2 Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

16/3 Minutes of the meeting held on 21 September 2016 

3.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 21 September 2016 had been circulated.  
Cllr England proposed leaving approval of the minutes to the next meeting.  Seconded 
by Cllr Anderson. 

16/4 Matters arising 

4.1 Matters arising listed for inclusion on the next Agenda: 

  Sewage Sludge 
  Footpaths in Sutton Park 
  Canadian War Memorial 
  Rose & Crown 
  Unauthorised use of Moor End 
  Noticeboards 

 

16/5 Public Participation 

5.1 There was no public participation. 

  



16/6 Ecological Report on Moor End 

6.1 On behalf of the Council, Cllr Shearman thanked Martin Hammond for an 
excellent report. 

6.2 Woodland Management 

6.2.1 What level of public access is required and what are the consequences for 
ongoing tree work.  

It was agreed that the existing path should be improved and maintained and that some 
spurs should be added leading to points of interest.   The main path should be 
wheelchair/buggy friendly.  It was recognized that a circular route through the wood 
was not feasible. 

6.2.2 Is the maintenance of vistas across the ponds an acceptable solution given our 
ambitions to e.g. involve the local school.  

It was agreed to look at vistas further when some of the initial work to the paths has 
been completed. 

6.2.3 Should the sycamore and beech be removed entirely.  

It was agreed that they should not be removed entirely, but controlled now and in the 
future. 

6.2.4 The major source of Himalayan Balsam is Sutton Park woods, which are entirely 
infested and are upwind of Moor End. Should we request action.   

It was agreed that we should control the small area of balsam in our wood by 
weekllling or pulling up before it seeds.   It was also agreed that we should approach 
Sutton Park and ask them to take action on the affected areas of their woods. 

6.3 Managing Ponds and Pools 

6.3.1 Are we content to concentrate the majority of the work on pond B adjacent to 
the chicken enclosure, limiting the management of Pond A to controlling surface 
growth by using brash from around pond B. 

It was agreed that work should be concentrated on Pond B 

6.3.2 Do we wish to dredge pond B. 

It was agreed to investigate the possibility of dredging pond B, talking to local 
contractors. 

6.3.3 What should be done about the culvert under the path which connects with 
pond B and frequently blocks. 

It was agreed that this should be left alone. 

6.3.4 The cause of the pollution in Pond A is likely to be foul sewer overtopping in the 
area of Manor Farm. Yorkshire Water are aware and the sewer is on a list of remedial 
work to be done but funds are limited and timescales long. Should we engage YW as 
part of the project and try to increase the priority for the necessary work. 



It was agreedthat we should engage with Yorkshire Water as this might increase the 
priority of the work required to the foul sewer. 

6.3.5 The cause of pollution in Pond B is not clearly identified although there are 
several possibilities. Is there any method of identifying the major source. 

It was agreed that there could be a pollution problem coming from chicken enclosure.  
Tests might be possible, but this would need to be considered at a later stage. 

6.3.6 Noting that success is not guaranteed, should we concentrate on improving one 
or two larger pools in the centre of the wood, abandoning the existing mud snail pools 
as a lost cause due to pollution.   

It was agreed that we should concentrate on improving one or two larger pools in the 
centre of the wood. 

6.4 Wet grassland and the road verge. 

6.4.1 The proposal here is to manage by cutting and removing the arisings, plus a 
programme of seeding of relevant (control) vegetation.    

This was agreed. 

6.4.2 Are we content to get this underway initially as part of the project, but accept 
that it will give rise to a longer term annual maintenance contract and cost.  

It was agreed that the Parish Council would take on this maintenance work. 

6.4.3 The use of volunteers for maintenance would probably not be effective or 
reliable.   

This was agreed. 

16/7 John Smale thanked Martin Hammond for his excellent report and continued advice.  It 
was agreed that Martin should continue to be engaged to help John with the project, 
at an appropriate fee. 

16/8 Date of next meeting 

Next meeting Wednesday 9 November 2016 7.30pm  in the Grey Village Hall 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10pm. 
 
These minutes are considered draft until ratified at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
Signed: 
 
Date: 


