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North Yorkshire Police Traffic Bureau 

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

I am writing on behalf of Sutton on the Forest Parish Council regarding three 

speed complaints i.e. HB1610340, 1710930, 1710940. All of these have been 

referred to the Local Roads Safety Task Group and the first two have been 

declared appropriate for police enforcement. The third site has been found not to 

have a speeding problem. This is a nonsense, and either the sensor was faulty or 

incorrectly installed. However, we are content with the recommendation that a 

Speedwatch team be used there. 

Inevitably local residents seek information from the Parish Council about the 

severity of the speeding problem and any decisions regarding enforcement action. 

However, the quality and content of communication from the Traffic Bureau is so 

poor that we find ourselves unable to make confident or convincing replies to 

enquiries. Inevitably this leads to increased frustration amongst residents. 

It would be very helpful if we could have answers to the following questions in 

respect of all three complaints. 

 

1. Speed Survey Data for each site: 

 How long was the measurement period? 

 How many vehicle movements were recorded in each direction during  this 

period? 

 What percentage of these movements exceeded 35 mph? 

Note:- this information was provided when the last survey was done in 2014 and 

is more relevant for the public than the rather obscure 85 percentile. 

 

2. Enforcement action for Skates Lane (HB1610340) only: 

        How many times have police attended this site for the purposes of  speed 

enforcement since 2nd September 2016? 

 

 

3.  The Decision making process: 
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 What is the composition of the Local Roads Safety Task Group? ( job  titles 

and agencies not names) 

 Who chairs the group? (job title) 

 What is the group’s relationship with the North Yorkshire Police Traffic 

 Bureau and Road Safety Partnership Team as decisions regarding 

  enforcement seem to have been attributed to all of these in 

  correspondence. 

Note:- The perception is of remote unidentified groups handing down decisions. 

 

4. Enforcement: 

 Is Police enforcement at a site continued for a set period from the date 

 of inception? 

 How and when is the need for police enforcement reviewed? 

 Is there any mechanism to assess whether the decision regarding the 

 type of enforcement has been effective? 

 

5. Speedwatch: 

 Does the Task group view Speedwatch as a useful initiative that can 

 change driver behaviour? 

 Is the decision making group made aware of Speedwatch teams 

  operating in the area of the complaints? 

 Is Speedwatch considered during the decision making process? 

 What are the criteria for rejecting the use of a Speedwatch team? 

 Is it possible to include the reason for not using a Speedwatch team in  the 

correspondence? 

Note:- A good deal of hard work goes into recruiting, motivating and maintaining a 

Speedwatch team. The correspondence regarding 1710940 offered advice on 

setting up a Speedwatch team, when we have had one in action for several 

months and had specifically asked to use it . Sadly the message being 

communicated is that Police do not value or require this voluntary effort. Basically, 

we fear that “use it properly or lose it” applies here. 

I look forward to receiving your reply to the questions posed above 

 

 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Councillor Bob Shearman 

Chairman Sutton on the Forest Parish Council 

3rd. December 2017 


