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In my introduction to the News Bulletin of 9th December 2017 I assured all SLCC members 

that the Society will be providing all the advice and support, as you would expect from your 

professional body, to enable you and your councils to comply with the requirements of the 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). The GDPR is a European instrument which will 

come into force on 25th May 2018. In the UK, however, it will be accompanied by a new 

Data Protection Act, the Bill for which (“the Bill”) is currently passing through Parliament. 

The debates on the Bill have included regular references to its impact on smaller 

organisations specifically including town, parish and community councils and how this might 

be mitigated. Until the Bill has been passed into law it is not possible to give definitive 

advice on the subject. While we wait for this to occur, I wanted to assure you that your 

Society is fully engaged in preparing the advice and support it will be providing to you. I 

have personally discussed the subject with the Information Commissioner's Office (ICO) and 

am having on-going discussions with Jonathan Owen, the Chief Executive of NALC, about our 

sector’s response to these matters. I understand that the ICO will be issuing specific 

guidance for parish councils later this month. In particular I would like to draw your 

attention to the following points: 

1. A new Advice Note on the topic was placed in the Advice Library yesterday (it can be 

accessed here). This contains the following view of National Legal Advisor, Debbie 

Ashton and the Principal of her law firm, Nicholas Hancox: “The Council may be able 

to appoint its own Clerk as its DPO. (We think that should be legally possible but we 

cannot yet be certain.)” This view has been supported by the relevant government 

Minister, Lord Ashton of Hyde, who in a statement to Parliament on Tuesday 9th 

January said: “Parish clerks can also fulfil that (the Data Protection Officer) role”. This 

Advice Note will be updated as necessary. 

2. The Advice Team is preparing a full set of model documentation which councils are 

likely require in order to comply with GDPR and the new Act. These will be available 

to all SLCC members free of charge as part of their normal membership benefits.  

Most importantly, this will include examples of the types of personal data councils 
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large and small are likely to hold and how they should be managing that data. Many 

smaller councils will be holding little or no personal data. 

3. Every council holding personal data must appoint a Data Protection Officer (DPO). It 

is essential that any person acting as a DPO has expert knowledge of data protection 

law. SLCC already provides training courses and webinars on this subject generally 

and we are developing our training offer to support the DPO role. 

4. It is clear that many members and their councils will require additional support 

beyond the model documentation referred to above and we are developing a new 

service of trained experts to provide a consultancy service where it is required 

including undertaking audits of personal data held by councils and advising them of 

their responsibilities and also acting as a DPO. 

5. The National Legal Officer, Debbie Ashton, will be presenting on GDPR at all 

upcoming Regional Training Seminars, starting with that at Milton Keynes on 31st 

January, and will be available to answer members’ questions. She will also be 

presenting at the Practitioners Conference at Chesford Grange, Kenilworth on 23rd 

and 24th February. There are only a few places still available for this Conference and 

the early bird rate closes this week. Click here to book your place. 

6. Your Society have made provision for 24 Data Protection webinars to take place in 

February. The 90 minute webinars summarise GDPR and provide information on how 

you can ensure your council is compliant. The cost is £30 + VAT for SLCC members 

and £35 + VAT for non-members. Click here to book a webinar today. 

The GDPR carries potentially significant penalties for non-compliance and it is frustrating 

that we are not yet able to provide definitive support and guidance for the moment.  I 

would, however, like to reassure all members that I and my senior colleagues are working 

hard to provide all the advice, guidance and support, as you would expect from your 

professional body, as soon as we are able. 

 
Kind regards, 

 
Rob Smith 
Chief Executive 
rob.smith@slcc.co.uk 
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