
 

 

Paper 31/18 
 

Report on RCAF visit 2018 
 
Planning:  The first correspondence from Canada arrived on 20th Feb and indicated that 6 
personnel were to attend and would be travelling by civil transport. There was mention of the 
possibility of a C17 also coming with 8 more aircrew. 
We changed the date of the service to 12th May because of the Royal wedding. On 11th April the 
Canadians increased the numbers to 12, as the chosen weekend coincided with the end of an 
international meeting at RAF Waddington and it was suggested that 6 personnel from that 
meeting would travel to Sutton for the service. Funding for all 12 people was confirmed by RCAF 
on 27th April, but we were also told that there was unlikely to be a C17 as the aircraft were in 
demand for operational tasks. 
Three or four days before the visit, we were told that a C17 with 8 more personnel might be 
coming after all. This was not confirmed until Friday 10th May i.e. the day before the service. 
 
Arrival Times: Four personnel arrived on the afternoon of Thursday 9th May and Alan Dolding and 
I met them at Burn Hall in the evening. 
Four more from Waddington and two who had flown civil air arrived separately on Friday a.m in 
time to visit the school in the afternoon. The remaining 2 from Waddington arrived on Friday 
evening. 
The C17 arrived late Friday evening at Leeds Bradford airport  and a further 8 aircrew made their 
way to the Sutton area some time that night. As a footnote to this, the local BBC news mentioned 
the arrival of the C17 and the purpose of the visit “to attend a memorial service for WWII 
Canadian aircrew at Sutton on  the Forest”. 
 
School Visit: The Canadians obviously see this as an important part of their visit. They explained 
that 6 staff flew civil to ensure that they would be available to visit the school if the rest of the 
contingent (ex Waddington) were delayed. It was clear that they and the children and staff of 
Sutton school all enjoyed the experience. 
 
Free Time: Inevitably, our visitors always like to see something of York and we left Saturday 
morning free for this.  
 
Buffet Lunch: We had issued a simple invitation to a buffet lunch at the Rose and Crown to the 
Canadian personnel and also Wing Commander Thorpe from Leeming. We confined local 
invitations to those with an active role in the weekend i.e. Alan Dolding, the vicar, Henry Morgan, 
Martin Wiltshire (Parish Council School rep), chairman of PC and Willie Anderson. Given the 
disparate arrival times, this was the first opportunity for the RCAF personnel to get together in one 
place and the first for all those taking part to meet. It provided Alan Dolding with an opportunity 
to brief all concerned on “what and when” was expected of them. 
It was decided to restrict local invitations on cost grounds. As it happened this was even more 
appropriate than we realised at the time given the unexpected extra 8 guests. 
In an ideal world we would have had more hosts, but Wing Commander Thorpe and wife pitched 
in and helped. 
However, the reaction from our Canadian guests was very positive. They have nothing like the 
village pub in Canada, and the knowledge that wartime aircrew would have used it added to their 
interest. I believe that a medallion adorns the wall as a souvenir of their visit. 
 



 

 

The Service: This went well. We had marshals on all three roads to alert traffic and the presence of 
two community support officers helped. We have been criticised in the past for not closing roads 
(and the subject was raised again this year). Sue Bracewell made enquiries which revealed a likely 
cost of between £500 and £1000 with no certainty that the request would be granted. The 
majority of drivers were very considerate, including one who absolutely refused to drive on 
because he felt it was disrespectful. 
 
The YCA Tea: This was attended by between 100 and 150 people. The RCAF personnel evidently 
enjoyed it and one was heard to say that he attended this type of visit because it provided an 
opportunity to meet and socialise with local people. I congratulated the ATC officer on the number 
of cadets present and got the reply that it is the reputation of the YCA tea that provides initial 
encouragement although the opportunity to talk to serving aircrew from Canada is also a major 
factor. 
 
Sunday Church: The Canadians had made their travel arrangements in a manner that allowed a 
contingent to attend morning service at All Hallows. It is clear that they see this as an important 
element of their weekend visit. 
 
Financial Outcome: 
 

Date Amount Comment 

 500.00 Budget 

6.6.18 100.00 Anonymous donation for lunch 

28.6.18 86.00 YCA donation from teas 

 686.00  

6.5.18 96.00 Advertising 

9.5.18 64.31 Printing 

14.5.18 271.40 Buffet lunch 

14.5.18 48.13 Expenses 

19.6.18 250.00 YCA charge for tea 

   

 729.84  

 -43.84  

 
The overspend was minimal given the unexpected increase of 8 visitors. 
 
Alan Dolding: This was the first year that Alan has organised this event single handed, working to 
the Parish Council. In 2017, Mike Rigby was in the process of handing over to him. This year was 
very much a learning curve for all of us and Alan is to be congratulated on the manner in which he 
patiently coped with a number of changes and uncertainties. 
 
Councillor Bob Shearman 


