
 

 

Paper 32/18 
 

RCAF visit 2019 
 

Planning: Alan Dolding has agreed to organise next year’s RCAF visit. It will be a difficult year as it 
is quite likely that there will not be a Parish Council in being, or there will be a very recently 
elected Council in place at the time of the visit. 
In addition, Alan has a biennial private commitment that could take him to Madeira in May 2019. 
I had a brief discussion with the Canadians this year and they explained that the final approval for 
a visit is given by a General and usually does not present a problem once it gets to him. However, 
the application travels via a number of administrative offices and the process is correspondingly 
slow and tortuous. 
Last year’s visit and relevant discussions are still fresh in Councillors’ minds so that consideration 
of the programme should be relatively brief. 
Taking all these factors into account, it seems sensible to agree an outline of the visit as soon as 
possible.Alan has proposed a date of Saturday May 18th for the service. This is the customary 
weekend for the event. 
 
Outline Programme: 
The following is proposed:- 
 
A school visit on the afternoon of Friday 17th May (format as for 2018) 
  
Morning of Saturday 18th May kept as free time for the visitors.  
Note: This year one or two of the visitors expressed a wish to see the airfield and Fridlington’s 
manager did meet two of them wandering on the site. I had explained that the land is privately 
owned and that there is virtually nothing left of the old airfield. Even Tholthorpe only has control 
tower and one or two old buildings remaining. The only wartime airfield retaining some vestige of 
its original state is Elvington museum site. I feel that we should confine our involvement to 
providing information of this type but leave the visitors to pursue their own interests. 
 
The Memorial Service: The current format of the memorial service seems to be generally 
accepted as is the timing of 1430. It consists of :- 
1. A welcome from one of the RCAF personnel. 
2. Prayers led by the vicar.(these could perhaps be slightly briefer next year) 
3. The act of remembrance (Sqn Leader Morgan RAF (Ret’d)) 
4. Last Post and Reveille. 
5. Laying of wreaths. 
6. Closing remarks from a representative of the Parish Council. 
7. Playing of the National Anthems.  
There are usually three pipers present who play as appropriate. The recordings of National 
Anthems used in 2018 were very poor quality. It is suggested that the pipers be asked if they 
would take on this task. 
 
It has also been suggested that Robert Sheffield might be invited and take a role in the service. 
This might be done by asking him to welcome the Canadians to the memorial service immediately 
after item 1 above. 
 
The YCA Tea: 



 

 

The YCA have proposed that next year, if required, they will provide the same level of refreshment 
as in 2018, but at a cost of £200. This represents a reduction of £50 but as a consequence they will 
not pass any donations to the Parish Council. The charge made still represents very good value for 
money and it is proposed that their terms be accepted. 
 
Morning Service at All Hallows: 
It is proposed that the Canadians be asked to attend and read a lesson at this service as in 
previous years. 
 
Coordination of the visit: 
One of the main difficulties in coordination is that numbers and arrival times are not usually 
available until close to the visit. The total of 20 in 2018 was unprecedented. Normally we would 
expect a maximum of six, with an uncertainty of +8 depending upon the C17 situation. Thus we 
probably need to plan on a maximum of 14. They will almost certainly not arrive together or be 
housed in one hotel. 
Pre-service Meeting: 
Alan Dolding has found a meeting before the service with those taking part to be very helpful. This 
should include :- The RCAF personnel, Alan Dolding, the vicar, personnel from RAF Leeming (2), 
Personnel from RAF Linton on Ouse (2), Sqn Leader Morgan, representative of Parish Council, and 
Robert Sheffield (if he takes part). In addition a representative of the All Hallows congregation and 
a member of the school governing body (or staff) should be invited. The school representation 
would allow some feedback interaction with the RCAF personnel. 
Thus the meeting would be attended by a maximum of 25 people. 
This meeting would need to take place at 1300 and therefore it would be necessary to provide 
light refreshment in the form of a buffet lunch. 
The costs from 2018 at the Rose and Crown for 30 attendees amounted to £271 or £9 per head. 
This would suggest a budget for this meeting of £225. 
The RCAF personnel were very taken with the use of the village pub in 2018, and therefore it is 
proposed to use it again and hold the meeting there subject to agreement with the landlord. 
 
 
I ask the Parish Council to consider these proposals and agree a programme which Alan Dolding 
can start to work with. 
 
 
Councillor Bob Shearman 
 
 


