Sutton Times
Published by Sutton on the Forest Parish Council

In this issue:






Save the Rose and Crown
Christmas at All Hallows and
Huby Methodist Churches
Lighting Scheme update
Gardening club news

Issue 26
December 2015

2

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
The last of the leaves are still falling from
the trees, the grass is still growing and we
have hellebore in flower in our garden, and
yet here we are barely two weeks from
Christmas. Is it climate change in action, or
just the lull before a very icy January and
February?

Rose and Crown Public House
The Parish Council was very concerned at
the sudden closure of the Rose and Crown.
We were aware that Stuart Temple was
experiencing some difficulties, but in
common with most of the rest of the village,
had no idea that the situation was so
desperate.
We are very well aware of the significant
contribution that the village pub makes to
the community spirit and therefore
welcome the initiative to consider means of
saving it. This was started by David Brown at
a public meeting on 13th November and has
grown into the Friends Group reported
elsewhere in this issue.
However, the Parish Council felt that any
attempt to preserve the pub, be it by finding
a new tenant, a new owner, or a community
initiative, would not develop rapidly. It was
necessary to guarantee sufficient time for
any preservation mechanisms to reach
fruition. Under the circumstances, we
decided to apply to have the Rose and
Crown registered as an “Asset of Community
Value” (ACV). The owner was notified of this
intention on 6th November, and the Council

unanimously agreed the action on 11th
November. The application was made on
the 12th November and is being considered.
The process can take up to 6 weeks.
We were advised by the District Council
some time ago that if the last surviving pub
in the village was threatened with closure
an application for registration should be
made. We expect the request to be
successful.
Registration means that the business cannot
be sold to anyone without community
agreement for a period of six months.
Planning authorities also take ACV status
into account when considering applications
for change of use.

The Lodge Planning Application
The September District Council Planning
Committee meeting seems a long time ago
now and I am sure that everybody in the
village is aware that the application for 46
lodges on land adjoining Well Lane was
unanimously rejected. The decision was
taken despite a strong recommendation for
acceptance from the planning officers. This
result was largely due to the manner in
which residents supported the Parish
Council in opposing the application. In
addition to writing individual objections,
willing volunteers canvassed opinion,
helped with traffic surveys, provided a small
but effective protest during the site visit,
and also attended the committee meeting,
indicating the strength of opposition.
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Initially, there was concern that the
reasons given in the formal notice of
refusal might not adequately reflect the
points made by members of the
committee during the discussion.
However, the final text was acceptable.
The applicant has six months in which to
make an appeal against the decision. We
can only await events, but need to be
ready to repeat the whole process of
objection and opposition once again if
there is an appeal. We will keep you
informed.

Defibrillators
Many villages have installed defibrillators
and the Parish Council remains
committed to the principle of installing
two defibrillators in Sutton on the Forest.
However, research has indicated that the
75% chance of survival when a
defibrillator is used depends on access to
a machine within 5 minutes. Survival
chance decreases rapidly beyond this
time. For this reason they are at their
most effective when installed where large
numbers of people congregate in a
relatively small area e.g. railway stations,
airport terminals, shopping malls and
similar locations. Initially, guidance was
produced that units should be installed
within 2 minutes brisk walk of where they
would be likely to be used.
Properties in our village are strung out
along the main roads so that siting the
units to meet the response time is a
significant challenge, particularly as an

electricity supply is required. We have yet
to identify any entirely suitable sites and
would be interested in proposals from
residents. Please contact any of the
Parish Councillors if you wish to make a
suggestion.

Lighting Scheme
The original plan was to replace all the
lamps in the scheme with modern light
level sensing LED units during the Spring
and Summer. Unfortunately, our
volunteer installer, Grace Nodes was
unable to devote as much time as
planned, due to events entirely beyond
her control. However, weather
permitting, she plans to change the
remainder in the next few weeks.
Currently 39 out of 48 have been
replaced.
When as many as possible have been
exchanged, action will be taken to resolve
any problem fittings. Thereafter, we will
assess the need for extra lights to fill in
dark spots along Main Street and attempt
to recruit new members to the scheme.
Finally, and on behalf of the whole Parish
Council, I would like to wish you a Merry
Christmas and a happy new year for
2016.
Cllr Bob Shearman
Chairman
811264
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SUTTON ON THE FOREST FILM CLUB
Tuesday 15 December:

Far From the Madding Crowd
Jeremy and Therese would like to invite film club supporters to
mulled wine and mince pies at 7.30 at the village hall. This is a small
token of our thanks for all the support we have had for the film club
for the last year or so.
Jeremy will be brewing up his own concoction designed to make the
film which follows even more enjoyable.

GREY VILLAGE HALL
Monthly Film Club screenings continue to prove extremely popular and enjoyable.
Apart from these, the next event we have booked is on Friday 22nd April. Intriguingly
billed as part thriller part cookery lesson, it is entitled The Iranian Feast and comes
from Farnham Maltings who put on It’s a Wonderful Life last January. We enjoyed this
so much that we felt we must have them back so, even though it seems a long way
ahead, please put the date in your diary and watch out for further details next time.
We are always keen for feedback. Why no more events till April? Should we try to put
on more or are we trying to do too much? What kind of entertainment would you like
to see? Perhaps you have a good idea and would like to organise something? We would
love to hear from you!
We are planning to organise a working party to redecorate the toilets during February
half-term (13 -21 Feb). We already have a few volunteers and the more the merrier so
if you would like to join us, again please get in touch. No skill necessary but if painting
is really not your thing we do have vacancies for people to ply the workers with tea and
biscuits!
As ever, you can get in touch to be put on our mailing list, give us your thoughts or
volunteer by e-mailing gvillagehall@gmail.com or talk to any member of the
committee: Tricia Allison (810978), Ron Chester (810698), Kim Phillips (811083), Lis and
John Smale (811866)
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FRIENDS OF THE ROSE & CROWN
Following the closure of the Rose and Crown
we have held two public meetings in the
Village Hall to discuss what to do about the
closure of our last village amenity. From the
first meeting several of us volunteered to
form a “Steering Group” to look at ways
forward to keep the our last Pub. We
reported on our initial thoughts at the second
meeting, most people at this meeting agreed
with us that we should form a local group
called “The Friends on the Rose and
Crown” (FORC).
The aims of the Group are intended to be to
either to:

We have set up an email address for the
Friends:
forc.sutton@gmail.com
We would ask anyone interested in joining to
respond via this address, or for those who do
not use email, please contact one of the
Steering Group.
The Steering Group will continue to develop
proposals such that should the Friends
decide to put in an offer for the Rose and
Crown, we will be ready.

We should also mention that the Parish
support anyone who purchases the Pub Council have progressed the registration of
or
the Pub as an Asset of Community Value. This
if, after an agreed period no buyers have
will make it very much more difficult to
been found to explore a community
obtain planning permission for a change of
purchase of the Rose and Crown.
use, effectively protecting the status of the
Pub.
You are all invited to join the Group, there is
no charge, although, in the future, we may
ask for a modest donation to defray any
expenses incurred.
The Steering Group are:
David Brown
Anthony Chappell
Paddy Harrop
Jim Downes
Maurice Jones
John Lister
Grace Nodes
John Smale

811110
811561
810599
810982
810805
810739
810014
811866
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SUTTON ON THE FOREST YCA
I can’t believe it is time to write another
report for the Sutton Times already; my
mind is still teetering on the edge of
Summer although Autumn is merging into
Winter and it is time for me to report on
another season past.
In September we enjoyed a talk by a
gentleman from ‘Hearing Dogs for Deaf
People’ who brought his beautiful hearing
dog ‘Spirit’ with him. Needless to say Spirit
stole the show! There are only 2 training
centres for hearing dogs for deaf people in
the country and one is in Bielby here in
Yorkshire. Readers may be interested to
know that the centre offers pre-booked
tours, for a small charge, on Thursday
afternoons. The tour includes watching the
dogs being trained, looking round the
kennels and meeting some of the dogs.
Lunches and teas are also available in their
on site restaurant.
In October we were entertained by an
extremely informative talk by Christina
Chinnian of Yorkshire Water. Yorkshire
Water service 2 million homes, through
32,000 km of pipework, providing some of
the cleanest drinking water in the world;
and remove waste water which they process
and return clean to the environment.
Christine managed to sneak some public
service messages into her talk too taking us
on a video tour down a toilet and into a
blocked sewer and another of sewage
bubbling back up through a blocked kitchen
sink! If we were pouring fat down the sink
and flushing antibacterial wipes down the
loo, we won’t be doing it any more.
However, bearing in mind the Summer we
have had, I suspect that her tips for saving
water, especially in the garden, went down

less well. Having said that, it was shocking
to hear that in this country we use an
average of 140 litres of water per person
per day, whereas in the developing world it
is 10 to 20 litres.
In October we ventured forth to the Galtres
Centre to see the live streaming of Benedict
Cumberbatch in ‘Hamlet’. It was a very
enjoyable trip and we are extremely lucky to
have this wonderful facility on our doorstep.
November saw our AGM which was
followed by a fascinating talk by Dr Richard
Smith and Richard White about making
trumpets. Who knew that all the queen’s
trumpets are made in Sheriff Hutton?!
For some time now the ladies of the YCA
have been blessed with the lovely
hospitality of The Rose and Crown where
one morning a month they have enjoyed
coffee and scones. We are extremely sad
that we will no longer be able to meet like
this and would like to thank Stuart and his
staff for their friendliness and generosity.
Dates for the Diary
Wednesday 2nd December - Chocolate the journey from bean to bar by Claire King
January - Annual Dinner venue to be
confirmed (previously The Rose and Crown)
Wednesday 3rd February - World Vision by
Caroline Mytum
New members are always welcome and our
meetings are held on the first Wednesday of
the month at 7.30pm at the Grey Village
Hall.
Caroline Mytum
810969
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SUTTON ON THE FOREST CYCLING CLUB
December update
Despite the miserable weather of late, the
turnout has been remarkably good with 12
riders joining us for the outing on 28 November which took us on a 34 mile jaunt through
to Boroughbridge where there was a stop for
bacon butties and a hot drink before returning home via Helperby.

for the last minute Christmas shopping and
also allow you to squeeze in a few more
mince pies.
A further ride is planned between Christmas
and the New Year, date to be decided. Contact David Brown for further information
(07789 900 939).
Happy Cycling

Apparently one or two riders found the pace
a little too fast for them and so a second
group will be formed for the next ride which
will follow at a more relaxed rate of knots so
everyone should be happy.
The next ride will be 9am Saturday 19 December (meet outside the Rose & Crown) so
it will give you a good excuse not to go out

Minstrels a Christmas Poem by William Wordsworth
The minstrels played their Christmas tune
To-night beneath my cottage-eaves;
While, smitten by a lofty moon,
The encircling laurels, thick with leaves,
Gave back a rich and dazzling sheen,
That overpowered their natural green.

Through hill and valley every breeze
Had sunk to rest with folded wings:
Keen was the air, but could not freeze,
Nor check, the music of the strings;
So stout and hardy were the band
That scraped the chords with strenuous hand.

And who but listened?--till was paid
Respect to every inmate's claim,
The greeting given, the music played
In honour of each household name,
Duly pronounced with lusty call,
And "Merry Christmas" wished to all.
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SUTTON ON THE FOREST FILM CLUB 2016 WINTER PROGRAMME
at The Grey Village Hall. 7.30PM drinks 8PM performance starts
Entrance by donation on the door. Any queries: comfort.jeremy@gmail.com 810252

Tuesday 12 January: Wild
Despite a complete lack of hiking experience, a recently divorced Cheryl Strayed
(Reese Witherspoon) leaves Minneapolis,
Minnesota, to hike 1,100 miles of the
2,650-mile Pacific Crest Trail on a journey
of self-discovery and healing. During the
hike, Strayed reflects in flashbacks on her
childhood in Minnesota and memories of
her mother, Bobbi Grey (Laura Dern),
whose death had pushed her toward selfdestructive behaviour that led to her divorce.
This is a gritty and very scenic film with
great performances from Witherspoon and
Dern, both of whom were nominated for
Oscars.

Tuesday 23 February: 45 Years
Superbly nuanced performances from
Charlotte Rampling and Tom Courtenay
and exquisite direction by Andrew Haigh,
who also co-wrote the film, turn an apparently everyday story of a marriage in quiet
crisis into something rather extraordinary.
A subtle examination of the persistence of
the past and the fragile (in)stability of the
present, this is a portrait of a rock-solid
relationship facing a fissure that cuts to its
very core in the run-up to the titular wedding anniversary. Guardian
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Christmas at All Hallows
Sunday 13 December, 5.00pm
Christingle Service (a family celebration of the traditional
distribution of Christingles - with a collection in aid of the Children's
Society)
Sunday 20th December, 5.00pm
Carol Service
Thursday 24th December, 11.30pm
Midnight Christmas Service
Christmas Day Service, 10.45am

Christmas at Huby Methodist Church
Sunday 20 December 10.30am
Morning Service led by Robin Jackson
Thursday 24 December 6.00pm
Christmas Eve Candlelight Carol Service led by Revd Elizabeth Cushion
Sunday 27 December 10.30am
Ecumenical Service of Meditation

STILLINGTON SURGERY
The surgery will be closed
Friday 25 and Monday 28 December Friday 1
January 2016
To guarantee your medication in time for Christmas
Please order by Monday 21 December
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SUTTON AND HUBY GARDENING CLUB
The monthly Club meetings alternate between the Grey Village Hall, Main
Street, Sutton and the Methodist Chapel, Huby and usually start at 7.45 p.m. In
addition to members (£8 for the year) visitors are most welcome (£2.50 per
meeting). Refreshments are served after the talks.
Future topics are:
Wednesday 27 January 2016
“Problem areas in the garden” Martin Howe at Huby Chapel
Wednesday 24 February
“The hidden and secret places of Beningbrough Hall, Gallery and garden”
Bob Mansfield at Sutton
Wednesday 23 March
“Auriculas – history, care and cultivation” Robin Graham at Huby and
Wednesday 27 April at 7.30
“Cut Flowers- an obsession” Viv Giles. AGM
Derek Jacobs (810208)

Barkers of Huby
Volunteers needed
Thanks to the hard work and continued effort of a few
volunteers, Barkers of Huby is open every day serving
the local community. Some of the volunteers work regular shifts whilst some volunteer on a more ad-hoc basis.
We’d love to welcome some new volunteers to the team,
especially if you can give a regular two or three hours a
week and help us keep the shop open and looking good.
There is a lot more to do than just serve on the counter:
from placing orders, receiving stock and pricing, cleaning
and re-stocking, daily newspapers and returns, keeping
the forecourt clean and tidy.
One of our new volunteers moved to the village recently
and has found it an enjoyable way of meeting new people and getting to know her neighbours. Why don’t you
come and join us? Contact Terry Wolf 01347 811153 or
give your details to anyone in the shop.
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NEW STATE PENSION ARRANGEMENTS
The meeting of the Easingwold & Villages
Community Forum held on 27th August last
heard a presentation by Nigel Lewen of the
Hambleton & Richmondshire Citizens
Advice Bureau about the Government’s new
state pension arrangements and its Pension
Wise initiative.
Pension Wise is a new Government service
being delivered by the Hambleton &
Richmondshire Citizens Advice Bureau to
help those with defined contribution
pensions make informed decisions and
explore their options. Free, tailored and
impartial guidance is available to anyone
over 50 who is approaching retirement
either over the telephone or at a face-toface interview. A number of options are
available for those considering what to do
with their pension. The options include
buying an annuity, drawing down income,
cashing in the whole pension or deferring
the take up of the state pension.
Issues to consider before making any
decisions include life threatening illness,
marital status, means-tested benefits,
powers of attorney and any penalty charges
that may be incurred. Depending on the size
of the pension ‘pot’ further independent
and regulated financial advice from an
accredited Independent Financial Adviser
(IFA) may be required.

Although the CAB was looking to provide an
outreach service in Easingwold from
October 2015 it is unclear whether this
service will include Pension Wise. If not,
Pension Wise appointments will be held at
the Citizens Advice Bureau in Northallerton.
For further information please visit:
www.pensionwise.gov.uk or telephone Tom
Adamski or Nigel Lewen on 01609 77555.
Latest reports of the effects of the new
state pension arrangements indicate that,
given a choice, it may be better to maximise
state pension entitlement rather than
increase private pension provision some of
which may be used to reduce the new
pension entitlement. However, it cannot be
emphasised too much that those in doubt
should seek independent and regulated
financial advice!
The new arrangements are due to come
into force on 6th April 2016.
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PARISH COUNCIL

Services
Huby & Sutton Community Shop 811451
Stillington Shop & Post Office
810322
Reliance Buses
01904 768262
National Rail enquiries
08457 484950
Village Hall bookings
810978

Parish Clerk:

Sue Bracewell
01347 810148
suttonontheforestpc@gmail.com

Councillors:

Willie Anderson
Paddy Crossley
Alan England
Bridget Perks
Don Rankin
Bob Shearman

810433
810874
810532
810315
810995
811264

Schools
Huby Primary School
810432
Sutton on Forest Primary School 810230
Easingwold School
821451
Sutton Playgroup
07841 040083
Dog Warden

01609 767104

Next Parish Council meeting:
Wednesday 6 January 2016
7.30pm Grey Village Hall

North Yorkshire County Council
County Hall,
Northallerton DL7 8AD
www.northyorks.gov.uk
01609 780780

District Councillor: Christine Cookman
01347 810047
thecookmans@btinternet.com

County Councillor: Caroline Patmore
Cllr.Caroline.Patmore@northyorks.gov.uk

North Yorkshire Police
Main switchboard
(General contact)

101

(Incidents reported to the Control Room are immediately relayed to the
appropriate police officer)

Crimestoppers

0800 555 111

(reports to Crimestoppers are
confidential and you may receive a reward)

Drugs helpline
Victim Support

Hambleton District Council
Stone Cross, Northallerton DL6 2UU
www.hambleton.gov.uk
0845 1211 555

0800 776 600
01904 636905

NHS
York District Hospital
01904 631313
NHS Direct
0845 4647
www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk
Doctors:
Millfield Surgery, Easingwold
Stillington Surgery
Tollerton Surgery

821557
810332
838231

Trust Governor: Dr Jane Dalton: your
elected governor at York Teaching Hospital
NHS Foundation Trust Tel: 07880 935750
Email: jdalton610@fsmail.net

