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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Spring is definitely well on the way, it’s lovely to
see the cherry blossom and daffodils out and as a
novice beekeeper, it is a joy (and relief) to see that
the colony has survived the winter and the
workers are out and about busily gathering nectar
and pollen. Also on the farm we’re planting
potatoes which for us always heralds the start of
the farming year!
Since I last wrote the PC has been very busy on
your behalf, the following is a brief update of a
number of current issues:
The Luxury Lodge Development, Hambleton
Planning Ref: 14/02450/FUL
The comments about this planning application
from the PC were submitted to Hambleton on 29 th
January. The PC are against this application for a
number of reasons and the statutory reply which
was compiled in association with John Howlett, a
planning consultant employed by the council, can
be viewed on Hambleton’s web portal:
www.hambleton.gov.uk/public-access-forplanning using the reference number outlined
above. The Parish Council also wrote a critique of
the applicant’s ‘Tourism and Economic Impact
Report’ which can also be viewed on the web
portal. Thank you to all of you who have
registered you views about this application, I think
it is fair to say that HDC planning have been totally
overwhelmed with the large number received.
There are some 253 public comments of which
only 3 are in favour of the application. It is worth
mentioning, once again, that in order for the
development to go ahead the applicant must
demonstrate an essential requirement for this
tourist development in the Sutton area. Currently,

HDC planning are of the opinion that the
applicants case is based on questionable economic
data so they passed it on to their Business and
Finance Department for further analysis and await
their comments. They also believe that the
applicant has not considered the ecological impact
of the development in enough detail so they have
employed an Ecological Consultant to look in to
the survey that they have carried out on the flora
and fauna at Moorend Nature Reserve. Though
we haven’t seen their consultant’s report, we have
been told that it is highly critical of the applicant’s
ecological report and of the methodology and
techniques used by the company who carried out
the original survey work for the applicant. In a
recent telephone conversation with Helen Laws,
who is the case officer, I was told that they would
have to recommend refusal on ecological grounds
alone, as the applicant will need to carry out many
weeks, if not months of extra data collection work.
As you will be aware this application will be
decided by the Full Planning Committee with a
recommendation from the planning authority but
if, as the agent wishes, this is considered at the
30th April Planning Committee then presumably
HDC planning office will recommend refusal on
ecological grounds. It is my belief that the
applicant will not wish to have this considered on
that date if refusal is to be recommended, hence it
is highly likely that The Luxury Lodge and Holiday
Company Ltd will withdraw their application and
return at some future date with a more robust
application. Therefore, we are likely to have to
galvanise ourselves to fight this again at that time.
/.......
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/. . . . PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
In our efforts to fight this application the Parish
Council have been advised and helped by a number
of village residents. I wouldn’t want to embarrass
them here by putting their names in print but they
know who they are and our thanks to them has
been mentioned in the minutes of the last PC
meeting. However, I would just like offer my personal thanks to them all, we could not have fought
it without your support.
Blackwell Ox
Hambleton planning Ref: 15/00182/FUL
An application for Change of Use from a Public
House to a private dwelling has been received. The
PC is not in favour of this application as it would
result in the loss of yet another village asset, in this
case it is a public house with dining facilities and
most importantly, seven letting rooms which have
been used by friends and family of many a village
resident. The application has been made by a developer from Raskelf although it is technically
owned by The Receiver who is legally obliged to
raise the maximum revenue from the sale and to
achieve that end it would need to be sold as a
dwelling.
Comments from local residents should be sent to:
Clare Davies, HDC Planning Officer, Stonecross,
Northallerton DL6 2UU
Litter Pick
Given the amount of rubbish littering the verges of
the access roads to the village, it has been decided
to carry out a community litter pick, this has been
organised for Sunday, 19th April, meeting 10 am at
the Village Hall. HDC will supply all the equipment
to include tools for litter picking, yellow jackets,
gauntlets and bin bags and will collect the full rubbish bags afterwards. The success of this venture,
which many years ago was an annual event in the
village, will depend on the number of volunteers so
if you feel able to help for a couple of hours please
pop along.

Dog Fouling
It has been brought to our attention that the prevalence of this problem is on the increase around the
village. It is particularly bad on the path and verges
between the Village Hall and the Gowans. A group
of residents in the vicinity are keeping their eyes
open in an attempt to spot the culprit or culprits.
Rather than name and shame here, the PC wish to
just remind everyone to ‘bag it’ and ‘bin it’ with
emphasis on the ‘bin it’ rather than throwing the
full bag in the hedge or dropping it in the undergrowth.
Main Street Lighting Scheme
The conversion to low energy, photosensitive LED
bulbs is continuing. Grace is rather busy at the moment with the electrics and plumbing of their
house extension but she will be continuing with the
work when she has time and I am confident that
the changeover will be complete before the winter
nights draw in once again.
Your Parish Council needs you!
There are a number of vacancies on the PC from
May as some of us are not seeking re-election. If
you would like to find out more about what this
rewarding job entails, please contact any of the
current Councillors, our phone numbers are detailed on the back of the Sutton Times. All of us
would be happy to advise you. Then if you fancy
serving the community in this worthwhile manner
you can contact Sue Bracewell, our Clerk for further
details.
As I am one of the councillors stepping down, may I
thank you all for electing me to the post of Parish
Councillor four years ago and pass on my best
wishes to you all and wish the Council every success in the future.
Lindsay Stark
(Soon to retire) Chairman
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SUTTON AND HUBY GARDENING CLUB
Our April meeting is at the Grey Village Hall Sutton on 22 April at 7.45 when we
have Gordon Kirby, who once kept the national collections of Delphiniums,
Michaelmas daisies and Phlox telling us his growing secrets and choosing the best
varieties for us to grow. This will follow a short AGM. Then it’s the time of the year
for our outings. There will be more about those and a chance to book (if there’s
space)- at the April meeting. A lot of members from both villages will help out at
the Sutton Open Gardens on May 24/25 this year, the late Spring Bank Holiday
Sunday/Monday as this is the major charity fund raising we do every other year. Of
this year’s proceeds –typically about £4000, most will go to our two Yorkshire
charities, Martin House Hospice for children and St. Monica’s Hospital, Easingwold and we’ll also contribute
to some of both villages deserving causes. You might like to pot up and label some plants or get some cuttings rooted, ready for our lucrative plant stall.
We have 90 members, about half and half Sutton and Huby- and have a god turnout so there’s bound to be
somebody at the monthly meetings you know. These alternate between the Sutton Village Hall and the Huby
Chapel. We re-start our programme after the summer break on 23 September at the
Methodist Chapel, with a talk on how to grow well something we all like to grow.
Watch out for the posters nearer the time in Sutton (Church, Village Hall, Chestnut
trees and central telephone pole) and Huby (Village Hall notice board, shop and
Chapel).
Derek Jacobs (810208)

OPEN GARDENS 24/25 MAY 2015
2015 is the year for our Biannual Open Gardens in Sutton on May Bank Holiday—Sunday 24th and Monday
25th May 1—5pm. This will be our sixth event and it would now seem to be a regular date in teh calendars
of keen gardeners throughout Yorkshire. Around £10,000 has been raised to date.
There will be 8-9 gardens open, as before mostly grouped near the centre of the village, there are of course
some lovely gardens in Sutton, but logistics dictate that we can only cope with gardens in one village. I am
aware that there are also some lovely gardens in Huby.
This year’s main charities are Martin House Hospice for Children and St Monica’s Hospital in Easingwold,
both very deserving causes. There will also be some money available for local good causes and to help keep
the club’s subscription down.
We are very grateful for all the help we get, financially and otherwise, volunteers are always welcome. Local
companies help by advertising in the programme, if you know of anyone who would like to advertise let me
know (it is cheaper than any other publication).
We hope to have Book Sales, Music on the green, Plant stalls etc. As in previous years the YCA will be providing their teas that are now famous throughout Yorkshire.
Two things essential to make the event a success, good weather and the support of the community.
Willie Anderson (Chairman)
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SUTTON ON THE FOREST YCA
Nearly Spring already, and since the last report for the Sutton Times we have enjoyed two excellent speakers
and a delicious annual dinner at the Rose and Crown.
At our December meeting we were delighted to welcome Brian Timmins from the Boot Shop day centre in
Easingwold and three of their service users - James, Tom and Dave. The Boot Shop is run by United
Response, a charity helping folks with learning difficulties. They take a person -centred approach to ensure
everyone they support has the same life chances as the rest of us. The Boot Shop has suffered from budget
cuts like many charities and its staff has halved in recent years; but it is still open every day helping some of
the most disadvantaged members of our community. Visitors are always welcome, so do go in and say hello
next time you are in Easingwold.
About 40 members met on Thursday 15th January to blow away the post Christmas blues with fellowship
and a delicious meal at the Rose and Crown. We pretty much filled the pub and were very well looked after.
On a chilly night in February our thoughts moved to spring, and we were entertained by a delightful and
beautifully illustrated talk entitled ‘The Birds in your Garden” delivered by Mike Gray of the British Trust for
Ornithology. We put the new audio visual equipment to good use. Everyone could hear and Mike Gray said
his slides had never looked so good. Mike explained that he works as a Yorkshire ambassador for Garden
Bird Watch which is a subsidiary of the British Trust for Ornithology, and that BTO is not a campaigning
organisation (they leave that to the RSPB) but that their job is to collect data and information for other
organisations to use. One of the BTO flagship pieces of research is into cuckoo migration patterns. They
have a number of cuckoos that have been fitted with tiny GPS signals so that their movements can be
tracked. If you visit the BTO website, you can see where these cuckoos are at any time. You do not have to
be a member to share in and enjoy this information.
Mike also shared some fascinating statistics. 227 million birds are killed by domestic cats in the UK every
year. We now have an average of 25 species of garden birds in our gardens, where as in the 1970s it was 15
species. Goldfinches have increased the most and the four most commonly seen birds in a North Yorkshire
garden are in descending order, the blackbird followed by blue tit, dunnock, and our favourite wood pigeon!
Dates for the diary:
Wednesday 6th May Jean Yorston ‘Behind the Scenes of Antique Dealing
Wednesday 3rd June Veronical Piekosz ‘Travels with Tradecraft’
New members are always welcome and our meetings are held on the first Wednesday of the month at
7.30pm in the Grey Village Hall, except for July when we have an outing and August when there is no
meeting.
Caroline Mytum
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Dick Hubbard
It is with great sadness that we have to record the passing of Dick Hubbard who lived in Main Street. He was
a member of the Parish Council and served as its Chairman for 4 years. Whilst Dick was a very gregarious
character at the same time he was a very private individual so it may come as a surprise to many readers to
learn of his passing.
Dick was born in Liverpool into a large and important family of bakers but he chose not to go into the family
business but instead qualified as a teacher and for many years enjoyed the ambience of St Peters in York. In
addition he devoted much of his spare time to the Rotary Club in York and to York Against Cancer. He also
worked tirelessly for Victim Support and for Askham Grange Women’s Prison.
Dick was co-opted onto the Parish Council in 2004 and was its Chairman from 2007 to 2011.
During that time he instigated (at his home) a buffet luncheon for the Canadian aircrew that had flown in
especially for the East Moor Family Remembrance Service which is held every year in May. On one such occasion he was presented with the RCAF 429 Sqn Commanders Coin for Outstanding Performance.
Many will also remember him as being a founder member of what is now known as the Old F...
Club and for his invaluable help with the administration and finances at the Show.
He will be sorely missed.

GREY VILLAGE HALL
So far this year we have held a number of events: a
stand-out performance of It’s a Wonderful Life, a
delicious Ritz-style afternoon tea with YCA and a
quiz with the Playing Fields as well as regular film
evenings. Film Club has quickly become a popular
fixture in the calendar thanks to Jeremy and Therese
Comfort who run it and whose idea it was.
Admission is by donation at the door (£3 is
suggested) or annual membership. Doors open at
7.30 pm for you to visit the bar and socialise before
the film starts at 8pm. The spring film programme is
shown separately. We now have a newly-installed
improved audio-visual system which benefits not
only film goers but other groups who use the hall as
well.
Forthcoming Events
Zoe Gilby Jazz Quartet, Saturday 2nd May, 7.30pm
This performance is supported by Rural Arts who
say: ‘Acclaimed jazz vocalist and songwriter Zoe
Gilby is joined by a trio of musicians in this
compelling evening of original songs and wellknown covers, with interpretations ranging from
Pink Floyd to Kate Bush.’
Again, tickets will be £10 from 811866
If you would like to receive information about
forthcoming events, please e-mail
gvillagehall@gmail.com

NEW VILLAGE WEBSITE
LAUNCHING SOON
I am sure you will all be pleased to hear that our
new village website is well under way and our
thanks should go to Jill King who is designing it for
us.
We now need some help from you. We would like
to create a directory of local businesses, so if you
would like to be included please email your details
(Business name, address, email, website, phone and
nature of business) to Jill (jvking@btinternet.com).
Also included will be pages for the groups and
organisations in the villages. A list is being pulled
together, but if you would like to be included then
please get in touch with Jill
(jvking@btinternet.com).
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Care in the Community Exhibition
Sheriff Hutton Village Hall
Saturday April 25th 2015, 11am to 3pm entrance free
Refreshments available
The Forest of Galtres Benefice is organising a Day Exhibition as an advice resource for carers, their families and potential carers who might welcome informal advice on their current or future needs of older people (not children or
young people on this occasion).
We have 20 organisations with representatives from a wide variety of agencies in social care, community health,
citizens advice and home security, ready to provide informal advice (with the option of confidential follow-up) on
assistance, pensions and benefits available for community care.
Roy Thompson, Churchwarden (Sheriff Hutton)
01347 878644
thompsonroy5@gmail.com

HUBY AND SUTTON COMMUNITY SHOP LTD
As you may know, we are in the process of creating a new community enterprise to take over the Village
Shop and Post Office in Huby.
Plans are well underway and a new lease has been agreed with David Barker.
We are doing this to retain a valued community resource for the benefit of everyone and any profits generated will be used to re-invest in the shop and its services, or used for the benefit of the community. The
existence of a village shop is known to add 5% to local property values *(source the Plunkett Foundation).
The Steering Group and the new management board of the not-for-profit company are all volunteers. We
have registered a Community Benefit Society, which will report annually to the Financial Conduct Authority, with the help of the Plunkett Foundation Charity.

So how can you help and get involved?

Shop Volunteers
If you are great with people and have an hour or two a week - or even an afternoon a month – we’d love
to invite you to join our band of willing volunteers on a flexible rosta system. We are developing full training and induction and you don’t need retail experience. Young or old, male or female, the community shop
is for everyone to help by working alongside our employed Post Office staff. Contact Terry Wolf 01347
811153 for details of how to become a volunteer.

Shop Local
We hope to have all the paperwork and funds in place to take over the shop and Post Office at the beginning of May.
We need you to use your village shop if it is to continue to be successful. We will be looking at opening
hours and products so welcome your feedback on what would encourage you to use the shop more often.
Did you know that during post office hours you can:
withdraw cash using your debit card?
deposit cheques at the post office for the main banks including Nat West, Barclays, Lloyds, HSBC
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PARISH COUNCIL

Services
Huby Village Shop & Post Office 810220
Stillington Shop & Post Office
810322
Reliance Buses
01904 768262
National Rail enquiries
08457 484950
Village Hall bookings
810978

Parish Clerk:

Sue Bracewell
01347 810148
suttonontheforestpc@gmail.com

Councillors:

Willie Anderson
Caroline Houston
Ann-Marie Quinn
(Vice Chairman)
Mike Rigby
Bob Shearman
Lindsay Stark (Chairman)

810433
811194
810202
810506
811264
810183

North Yorkshire County Council
County Hall,
Northallerton DL7 8AD
www.northyorks.gov.uk
01609 780780

Schools
Huby Primary School
810432
Sutton on Forest Primary School 810230
Easingwold School
821451
Sutton Playgroup
07841 040083
Dog Warden

01609 767104

Hambleton District Council
Stone Cross, Northallerton DL6 2UU
www.hambleton.gov.uk
0845 1211 555
District Councillor: Mike Rigby 810506
mike@mikerigby.com

County Councillor: Caroline Patmore
Cllr.Caroline.Patmore@northyorks.gov.uk
NHS
York District Hospital
01904 631313
NHS Direct
0845 4647
www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk
North Yorkshire Police
Main switchboard
(General contact)

101

(Incidents reported to the Control Room are immediately relayed to the
appropriate police officer)

Crimestoppers

0800 555 111

Drugs helpline
Victim Support

0800 776 600
01904 636905

(reports to Crimestoppers are
confidential and you may receive a reward)

Doctors:
Millfield Surgery, Easingwold
Stillington Surgery
Tollerton Surgery

821557
810332
838231

Trust Governor: Dr Jane Dalton: your
elected governor at York Teaching Hospital
NHS Foundation Trust Tel: 07880 935750
Email: jdalton610@fsmail.net

