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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

Well there we were congratulating ourselves on a fairly mild Autumn, give or take the odd stray hurricane, 
and wishing that there was a leaf fairy to fill the green bin for us, when suddenly the world went white. Of 
course it didn’t really make a great deal of difference locally. I noticed that the goldfinches continued to feed 
despite they and the feeders being encrusted with snow. Not so in London of course, where three flakes 
caused a great deal of excitement, but then they have wild parakeets down there. 
 

Finally on behalf of the whole Parish Council,  
I would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

 

Cllr Bob Shearman, Chairman   
811264 

BUS STOP SEATING 
The Parish Council has agreed to install a seat at the 
bus stop near the Gowans on the Easingwold bound 
side of the road, funded from the Charles Cook Legacy. 
The installation has been delayed because North 
Yorkshire County Council Highways  have insisted that 
we apply for a licence to have work done on the 
highway. We have pointed out that the site is at the 
back of a five metre verge but to no avail. They also 
insist that we use a contractor with the necessary 
accreditation to work on the roads. We have provided 
the requested location map, plans and a drawing of 
the seat plus evidence of the chosen contractor’s 
accreditation and our public liability insurance, but 
there is a warning that applications can take up to 3 
months to process, so please bear with us. The cost of 
the work has also increased by £700 compared with 
the quote from a local  unaccredited builder. 
 
Note:-NYCC Highways have a strict policy of removing 
any unlicensed installations and both charging for the 
demolition work and fining the body responsible. 

HIGHWAYS MATTERS 
There is clear evidence of tractors and HGV’s mounting 
the verge adjacent to the Village Hall when turning from 
Stillington Road and Carr Lane into Main Street. Normally 
this is viewed as a tiresome nuisance. However, we have 
pointed out to Highways that parents and children from 
the pre-school exit onto the footway on that corner and 
have formally drawn their attention to the potential road 
safety issue. We await a reply. 
 
There has also been conflicting information provided to 
residents regarding the plans to re-surface Carr Lane. To 
clarify this, the plan is to re-surface and where necessary 
re-build Carr Lane from its junction with Goose Lane 
towards Strensall i.e. the mainly single track road past 
Goosewood Caravan Park, next Spring. There are no 
plans to re-surface the rest of Carr Lane in the 
foreseeable future despite it being a bus route and 
carrying a great deal of traffic.  That well known 
company “patch and run” will still be in action.  
 
Apparently, re-surfacing decisions are made on the basis 
of the physical condition of the road regardless of traffic 
use. 

WELCOME PACKS 
Cllr Willie Anderson has put together a welcome pack for 
newcomers to the village. Currently the pack contains 
some notes giving information about organisations and 
activities in the village. Recent copies of the Sutton Times 
and Parish Magazine are included together with 
information from the Huby Community shop. It has 
already been issued to the new occupants of several 
properties and has been very well received. It is intended 
to evolve with time and Willie would be pleased to hear 
from anyone with suggestions for additional content. 

SPEEDWATCH 
The team operating on Main Street are having a 
positive effect. However, speeding motorists are only 
likely to change their behaviour if there is a frequent 
presence so that the likelihood of their being “logged” 
is fairly high. It is difficult to achieve this with a small 
number of volunteers without the task becoming 
onerous. More volunteers are urgently required to 
ensure that the existing operation on Main Street 
continues to be effective (see Paul Phillips article 
below). We have now been presented with a unique 
opportunity to demonstrate in Carr lane, that 
Speedwatch can address a serious speeding problem, 
but this cannot be done without more volunteers. 
Please consider sparing an hour or so occasionally to 
help with Speedwatch otherwise the speeding problem 
in our village is unlikely to be effectively addressed. 
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MOOR END 
The project to improve the habitats in the Moor End 
nature reserve has continued to progress. The project 
manager, John Smale, has successfully bid for funds from 
Hambleton District Council’s “Making a difference” fund. 
A grant of £2778 has been allocated to the project and 
represents 15% of the total funds available for this area. 
 
On the ground, a simple sluice gate has been constructed 
at the far end of the large pond to control water level 
when needed. A batch of small bird boxes have been 
donated by Cllr Willie Anderson and further bat boxes, 
semi- open and fully open bird boxes plus a barn owl 
nesting box have been purchased. 
 
Our contractor TCV will install the boxes when they 
return in January to complete the tree work remaining 
from last year when high water levels in the ponds 
prevented access. They will also deal with the large 
willow bordering Well Lane which collapsed during the 
recent gales. 

YORKSHIRE WATER 
Residents of the Gowans may have noticed the presence of Yorkshire Water staff recently. This is in response to a 
letter from the Parish Council to their Chief Executive asking for help in identifying  someone who could resolve the 
pollution problems related to both foul drainage and surface water runoff. Work has already been done to improve the 
foul flow from the Gowans into the foul sewer in Carr Lane, which regularly breaches in heavy rain and pollutes both 
the road and Moor End. The ongoing performance of this sewer will be monitored and if pollution occurs further 
remedial action will be taken. Yorkshire Water have also confirmed that foul sewage is polluting the surface water 
outfall that exits into the ditch across fields to the South of the Gowans. Further work will be done to identify the 
source of this problem. 

PUBLIC ACCESS DEFIBRILLATOR 
The Parish Council has continued to investigate the 
practicality of installing a public access defibrillator in 
Main Street. The most likely site is the old BT phone box 
which became the property of the village in September 
after we rescued it from the clutches of the contractors’ 
removal list and formally adopted it. 
 
Our discussions have indicated that the formal 
governance system for a defibrillator demands that there 
be an identified caretaker and deputy who will check the 
machine and report on its status each week. Without this 
system in place, the ambulance authority will not accept 
the installation and the Parish Council could be subject 
to litigation if it was used and found wanting in some 
way. We asked for volunteers in the September Sutton 
Times, but there has been no response. Under the 
circumstances, we can go no further with this issue until 
caretakers are identified. 

SPEEDING IN THE VILLAGE 
An automated speed survey was completed on 
Stillington Road and Carr Lane in September in response 
to the complaints made regarding speeding. The Local 
Roads Safety Task Group analysed the data and decided 
that there was significant speeding on Stillington Road 
that required police enforcement. They maintain that 
the data for Carr Lane do not indicate a speeding 
problem but it is appropriate for a Speedwatch team to 
operate there. Clearly the data are incorrect either due 
to a faulty sensor or poor installation. However, the 
ability to deploy the Speedwatch team is precisely what 
we wanted. The Parish Council has requested details of 
the number of vehicle movements and the percentage 
exceeding 35 mph at both sites. Information has also 
been requested regarding the composition of the Task 
Group and its view of the Speedwatch initiative, which 
was not mentioned at all except where there was “no 
speeding problem”. 
 
An earlier complaint regarding Skates Lane resulted in a 
decision for police enforcement in September 2016. We 
have requested the total number of times that police 
have attended the site since that date for the purposes 
of enforcement. 
 
The issue here is that police resources are very limited to 
cover the number of sites identified and that our 
experience in 2014 was that police enforcement resulted 
in a totally inadequate response.  
The voluntary Speedwatch system is more flexible and 
responsive. Given a suitable number of volunteers it can 
provide a presence often enough to change drivers’ 
habits. Currently, official policy seems to be to use police 
to deal with areas having a more serious speeding 
problem and Speedwatch elsewhere. This policy is logical 
but the police cannot attend often enough so that in the 
“real world” more serious speeding problems are not 
addressed at all. 
 
The Parish Council will continue to press the police to 
allow our Speedwatch team to operate throughout 
Sutton on the Forest. 
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May I emphasise at the outset that I am not writing 
this piece on behalf of the Parish Council and I 
accept full responsibility for the opinions recorded 
here. 
 

The case for installing defibrillators in the Sutton-
on-the-Forest has yet to be made.  It is not 
sufficient to assert that defibrillators can save lives; 
the same may be said of lifebuoys! The question is: 
how likely are they to actually save any lives? 
 

The Parish Council has obtained a copy of The 
Community Heartbeat Trust’s ‘Guide to Councils’ 
which details a number of factors to be considered 
before incurring costs, not least being the distance 
[the Defibrillation Activation Radius (DAR)] within 
which patients requiring emergency treatment 
must be for the defibrillator to be realistically 
effective. In Yorkshire the DAR is 200 metres (219 
yards). 
 

Following a 999 call and the incident having been 
assessed by the Ambulance Service as being 
outside the DAR, the access code to the locked 
defibrillator cabinet will not be transmitted to the 
rescuer(s). The logic here is that the installed 
defibrillator is too far from the patient to be 
effectively used prior to the despatched ambulance 
arriving. It should also be noted that where a 999 
call is, exceptionally, taken by an ambulance service 
other than the usual local ambulance service, it 
may not have the access code to transmit. 
 

The Trust’s guide records that: international 
resuscitation guidelines advise that evidence 
supports public access defibrillation programmes 
with the installation of Automated External 
Defibrillators (AEDs) when: 
 

“1. The frequency of cardiac arrest is such that 
there is a reasonable probability of the use of an 
AED at least once in two years. 

2; The time from collapse of a victim until the on-
site AED can be brought is less than 5 minutes.” 
Here I would record that I am not aware of a single 
cardiac arrest having occurred during the forty 
years I have lived in Sutton-on-the-Forest. I 
concede that there may well have been one or 
even two but, if so, I do not know of them. 
 

The costs of purchasing a defibrillator is about 
£1,000 or more to which must be added running 
costs ie maintenance, provision of a power supply, 
cost of power, cost of replacement components.  
Easingwold Lions have undertaken to pay half the 
costs of purchasing and installing defibrillators in 
villages in the Easingwold area. However, this still 
leaves the other half of purchasing costs together 
with running costs to be met. Were some of 
Sutton’s villagers to combine to raise the other 
capital costs involved, such an initiative could truly 
become a community venture. 
 

Defibrillators can have a valuable role to play in 
particular environments such as sports stadiums, 
schools, universities, offices, factories etc ie where 
numerous people are assembled. However, taking 
into account the factors mentioned above, it does 
seem that the installation of a defibrillator (or even 
two) in Sutton-on-the-Forest village would not be 
justified by the probability of its effective use.  
Therefore the expenditure involved would not 
seem to offer value for the resources expended.  
Alternatively, it would seem wiser on both counts 
to undertake a programme of training a reasonable 
number of volunteers spread throughout the 
Village in resuscitation skills. 
 

Perhaps proponents of providing defibrillators in 
Sutton can produce a convincing case for installing 
one or two and, if so, I would be interested to study 
it. 

Alan England 

FURTHER THOUGHTS ABOUT DEFIBRILLATORS 
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Your Village Hall 

needs you NOW! 
 
As most of you know we have an outstanding 
Village Hall which was awarded Village Hall of the 
Year 2016. It is run as a registered Charity by a 
Committee of Trustees which currently has only 
four active members who are all “getting on a bit”. 
They have worked extremely hard to improve and 
maintain the hall and put it on a sound financial 
footing. Currently one of our key members, Tricia 
Allison, is in hospital and this has left us 
desperately thin on the ground. 
 
It has highlighted the lack of depth in our team and 
it would only take further absences to put the Hall 
in danger of having to close and revert to the 
Sutton Estate. This would be a huge loss to the 
Village which would be very difficult if not 
impossible to restore. 
 
 

This being the case we urgently need a response 
from the village community  to join us either as a 
Trustee on the Committee to take part in the 
running of the Hall or as a Volunteer to assist in 
activities such as leafleting for events  or setting up 
the hall for the day etc: We particularly would like 
to see an uptake from residents who have recently 
moved into the village. 
 
It would also be hugely beneficial if some of the 
younger members of the community felt able to 
take part in the running of the hall and bring with 
them fresh ideas about how best to attract new 
activities. 
 
If you would like to explore further before 
commitment please give one of us a call or e-
mail. 

Lis or John (Smale) 01347 811866  
je.smale@btinternet.com 

Ron Chester  01347 810698 
ronchester776@btinternet.com 

Kim Phillips  01347 811083 

kimphillips10@gmail.com  

Sutton Speedwatch 
 

 we need your help! 

 
Following an initiative by the Parish Council, which 
included an officer attending the annual meeting, 
we now have a “Speedwatch programme” for Main 
Street. There are 9 volunteers who have started the 
monitoring. 
 
The aim of the programme is to make people more 
alert and get them to adhere to the legal limit of 
30MPH. The signs put out each time do a good job 
in reducing vehicle speeds - but people persist in 
going too fast - as much as 51 MPH so far. People 
exceeding the threshold receive a letter from The 
Police, with further recorded speeding instances 
across North Yorkshire resulting in increasingly 
strong response. 
 
People have understandably commented about 
other places (Carr Lane, York Rd, Stillington Rd, etc) 
where it would be beneficial. This needs assessing 
and then approving by The Police, but in the 
meantime we need to demonstrate enough 

support from villagers to run the Main Street 
programme. It is good to note that there is also a 
group active in Stillington, may be collectively we 
will encourage drivers to show more consideration 
driving through all our villages in the area. 
 
A number of residents have expressed support and 
it would be good to see that materialising in to 
more volunteers. We need at least another 3 
people to continue with regular monitoring. I really 
hope to hear from people who want to contribute 
to efforts to reduce speeding through the village. It 
would be particularly good to have some parents 
volunteering and we can arrange sessions to fit 
round school and playgroup times. 
 
Please contact me via 
suttononforestspeedwatch@gmail.com if you are 
able to volunteer – 1 or 2 hours a week is enough 
to be worthwhile. 
Thank you to the current volunteers for their 
support and we look forward to more people 
joining us. 
 
Paul Phillips, Sutton Speedwatch co-ordinator. 

mailto:je.smale@btinternet.com
mailto:ronchester776@btinternet.com
mailto:suttononforestspeedwatch@gmail.com
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Huby Amdrams are busy rehearsing for their next performance in 

2018. 

Sleeping Beauty will be on from Wednesday 14 to Saturday 17 

February with a Saturday matinee. 

It will be the usual mixture of mayhem and madness, with lots of 

familiar faces and foot tapping tunes to sing along to. 

Tickets will be available in January from Barkers of Huby, or any 

Amdrams member 
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At a recent Grey Village Hall Trustees meeting the Rev Steve Whiting reminded us November 2018 will be 
one hundred years since the Great War Armistice. This will no doubt involve commemorative events 
nationally. Steve & I believe that Sutton on the Forest should organise an event or events on the one hand 
to celebrate our coming through not only the Great War but the two World Wars and other tragic conflicts 
and, on the other, to commemorate those who sacrificed so much to make that possible. 
 
Although it is nearly a year away it seems to us that something(s) should be done by the village as a whole, 
to recognise this historic milestone. If a sufficient number of people and local organisations agree, it would 
be sensible to form a steering committee to plan an event/events. The timing and form of the 
Commemoration would be determined by this committee, drawing on inputs from all interested parties. 
 
If any individual or representative of the community organisations is willing to be involved either as a 
member of a steering group or contributor of ideas, I am happy to try to pull it together. If you support the 
idea just phone me (01347 811866) or preferably email at johnssmale@btinternet.com . 
 

John Smale 

 
 
 
 
 
Our second AGM was held on 28 September in Huby 
Village Memorial Hall. Thank you to those shareholders 
- and all the Management Committee - who attended 
from Huby and Sutton. 
 

If you are a new resident to Huby or Sutton and would 
like to buy a £20 share in our not-for-profit community 
owned shop, just ask for an application form at the 
shop. Your £20 share is non-refundable but goes toward 
sustaining the shop for years to come. We have almost 
500 shareholders now between Sutton and Huby 
villages which is fantastic. 
 

We will be taking orders for Christmas meats and 
poultry from Hartleys, Christmas cakes and bakes from 
Sara Ellis and Easingwold Country Markets, and pork 
pies from Thorntons and Yorkshire Baker. Pick up an 
order form from the shop and don’t miss the last 
ordering date on the various forms, as we work to 
agreed dates with our suppliers at this busy time of 
year. 
 

Some of our willing volunteers will be starting at 5.30am 
during Christmas week taking delivery of your turkeys 

and meats. We have limited fridge space, so we ask that 
you collect and pay for your turkey as early as possible 
on your agreed collection date.  
The Barkers Calendar – with photos from Huby and 
Sutton past and present – has sold well. We have some 
Huby Christmas cards available, all profits go into our 
community shop. 
 

We have installed some string lighting along the 
forecourt. As well as looking festive, it illuminates the 
forecourt, so we will keep this in place during the darker 
winter months. If the steps or forecourt is icy, there is a 
black bin with grit available near the shed. 
 

Thank you to all our volunteers, Post Office staff and 
Management Committee, who work so hard to keep the 
shop open. If you have an hour or two to help, please 
get in touch. We do struggle to fill every shift and can 
only open 7 days a week with the support of volunteers. 
 

We are delighted to be finalists in the Community Co-
operative of the Year awards organised by the Plunkett 
Foundation. Two of our volunteers will be attending 
the awards ceremony in London on 6 December. 
 

Happy Christmas everyone 
 

You can follow our updates and news on Facebook and 

Twitter @hubysuttonshop or have a look at our website 

www.barkersofhuby.co.uk 

mailto:johnssmale@btinternet.com
http://www.barkersofhuby.co.uk
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North Yorkshire Police 

Main switchboard 
(General contact) 101 
(Incidents reported to the Control Room are immediately relayed to the 
appropriate police officer) 
 

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111 
(reports to Crimestoppers are  
confidential and you may receive a reward) 
 

Drugs helpline 0800 776 600 

Victim Support 01904 636905 

 
NHS 

York District Hospital  01904 631313 
NHS Direct   0845 4647 

www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk  
 
 
Doctors:   
Millfield Surgery, Easingwold  821557 
Stillington Surgery   810332 
Tollerton Surgery    838231 
 

North Yorkshire County Council 
 

County Hall, 
Northallerton DL7 8AD 
www.northyorks.gov.uk   

01609 780780 
 

County Councillor:  Caroline Patmore  
Cllr.Caroline.Patmore@northyorks.gov.uk  

Hambleton District Council 
 

Stone Cross, Northallerton DL6 2UU 
www.hambleton.gov.uk 

01609 779977 
 

District Councillor:  Christine Cookman 
01347 810047 

thecookmans@btinternet.com  

Services 
 

Huby & Sutton Community Shop 811451 
Stillington Shop & Post Office 810322 
Reliance Buses 01904 768262 
National Rail enquiries 08457 484950 
Village Hall bookings 810978 
 
Schools 
Huby Primary School 810432 
Sutton on Forest Primary School 810230 
Easingwold School 821451 
Sutton Playgroup 07841 040083  
 

Dog Warden 01609 767104 

PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Parish Clerk:  
Sue Bracewell 

01347 810148 

suttonontheforestpc@gmail.com 

 

Councillors: 
Willie Anderson (vice chair) 810433 
Paddy Crossley    810874 

Alan England    810532 

Bridget Perks    810315 

Don Rankin    810995 

Bob Shearman (chair)  811264 

 
Next Parish Council meeting: 

 

Wednesday 3 January 2018  

7.30pm Grey Village Hall  

http://www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk/
mailto:Cllr.C.Patmore@northyorks.gov.uk
http://www.hambleton.gov.uk/
mailto:suttonontheforestpc@googlemail.com

