
 

 

Paper 9/19 
 

Defibrillator Project 
 
We discussed the installation of a defibrillator in Sutton on the Forest about 18 months ago. At 
that time we contacted the Community Heartbeat Trust (CHT) and received a comprehensive 
information document from them. We also purchased the telephone box from BT for £1 as a 
possible site for a defibrillator. 
At the time we identified a number of conditions that we needed to meet before proceeding.  
These were:- 
1. The identification of two volunteers willing to act as caretakers for the equipment. Several 

appeals were not successful, but we do now have two volunteers. 
2. Training in CPR should be organised in the village because this is very important in buying time 

while a defibrillator is collected and brought to the casualty.Thanks to Paddy Crossley, some 
courses have been run by Yorkshire Ambulance recently in the Church rooms. 

3. Defibrillators are normally in a combination lock cabinet. When a 999 call is made to the 
ambulance service and the controller keys in the casualty location, the combination for an 
available public access defibrillator (PAD) is displayed on their screen for relay to the caller. 
However, according to CHT there is a “cut off” distance between the casualty and PAD which is 
set in the ambulance service software. If the distance is greater than this limit, the 
combination of the PAD will not be displayed. The only alternative is to leave the PAD 
unlocked, not really a good idea in today’s world. We need to establish what the cutoff 
distance is for Sutton on the Forest and see how this matches the site and our housing 
distribution around it. 

 
Recent Yorkshire Ambulance Training. 
The trainer gave a very clear presentation on heart attack and heart arrest together with CPR 
techniques. In particular she made the following points:- 

• With heart arrest, if nothing is done, brain damage commences in three minutes. Thus starting 
CPR is necessary as soon as possible. 

• The ambulance response time from making a 999 call is supposed to be 7 minutes, but they are 
thinly spread and meeting that time is challenging. Self help would seem to be essential in rural 
areas. 

• She explained the benefits of the PAD system and how it works. In particular she made it very 
clear that these public access devices are foolproof and will not allow use if it is not appropriate. 
You cannot do harm with one of these but you may or may not do good. Training is not 
necessary. 

• She didn’t really react to my question regarding the “cut off” distance but did explain that a 
power supply is required plus caretakers etc. 

• Overall she sold the idea fairly thoroughly and particularly asked that all PAD’s should be 
registered with Yorks Ambulance. 

 
Audience Reaction 
The immediate reaction was “let us get some for Sutton”, including one dear lady who wanted to 
set up a group to fund raise and do it immediately. I explained that we have a site and funds and 
mentioned our three conditions above. There was a feeling that we needed more than one 
equipment. David Wharton-Street was there and made his usual point about the neglected Huby 



 

 

end of the village. I explained to him after the meeting that there is no reason why this could not 
be done if we could find a site with a power supply. 
 
In a sense, I have sympathy with his view, which could be shared by anybody more than the “cut 
off” distance from the phone box. They could find themselves aware of a device but unable to get 
it out of the locked box. I have contacted Yorkshire ambulance to get a formal statement regarding 
the “cut off” distance. 
 
CHT information 
I feel that CHT may have made the situation more complicated than necessary with undue 
emphasis on control and governance. That said it would be advisable to use them because of their 
favoured position with BT which would make installation in the phone box very easy. We can 
cherry pick from their menu of available services. 
 
I propose that we agree to purchase and install a unit in the telephone box in response to public 
demand. 
 
 
Cllr Bob Shearman 
5.3.19 


