
Paper 41/19 
To Chairman, Sutton on the Forest Parish Council. 
 
                                                                                                                           27th October 2019 
Dear Chairman, 
 
The Moor End Project 
 
When I undertook to manage this project I forecast that it would take three years. I make it 
now a bit over that and, most of the tasks posited in Martin Hammond’s report have been 
accomplished. It is now time for me to step back. 
 
One more already sanctioned task is to be done by TCV namely the collection of as much 
felled or fallen  timber, chip that material and distribute it on the footpath. Weather 
permitting this will be started on %th November and will take up to 3 days. 
 
There is also the issue of the felling of the ancient sallows at  the Southern end of the wood 
opposite Ron Chester’s home. You are aware that these are marked up and I am happy to 
see this job through once I am advised of a further potential contractor (I have one,  Neil 
Marwood but shall not invite him until we have a second potential bidder.) 
 
Longer term, there is one other fairly challenging sub-project which Hammond thought 
worthy. This would be to open up the pools in the centre of the wood between Ponds A and 
B to enable wetland vegetation to develop. I have not concentrated effort on this because, 
although he said this area has strong potential, “there is no guarantee of success” and it 
would require the removal of detritus which , given our difficulties with disposal for Pond B, 
would present a further expensive hurdle. 
 
I believe the project as far as we have taken it has been worthwhile, that the attractiveness 
of the wood has been improved and that habitats have been expanded and made more 
varied. The longer term value of what has been done will depend however on regular 
management as laid out in my attachment on maintenance to prevent things sliding back to 
their previous state. 
 
I have to say that the end product falls short of my own personal “grand vision” but 
presents good value for the resource which we have expended. I just hope that the 
community at large will use and enjoy this little gem on their doorstep. 
 
I am happy to be consulted by whoever takes on the mantle of continuing care of Moor End 
if it is their wish. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
John Smale 
 
Attachments :- 
Final Status Report   - November 2019 
Schedule of Maintenance Works for Moor End 



 
Moor End – Final Status Report for Parish Council Meeting – November 2019 

 
All the major works recommended in the Ecological Report of September 2016 plus some 
“added starters” have been accomplished. At the start I estimated the programme would 
take three years and that has how it has turned out in spite of delays due to unusual 
weather resulting in extensive flooding in the Winter of 2017/18 . I list below for record 
purposes what has been done. 

i) Bids invited to conduct Ecological survey - 4 received - Martin Hammond 
persuaded to undertake the task in spite of some unsatisfactory dealings 
with PC in the past. 

ii) Report received September 2016 ; accepted as basis for the conservation. 
iii) The intense growth of Willows around the Eastern edges of Pond B (the 

Southernmost pond) were cut back. The intended  removal  of the roots 
proved impossible on both practical and environmental grounds so will 
require regular re-trimming in the future.  
The felled timber was chipped and scattered on the footpath. 

iv) A number of small “ponds” (c.2x3 metres) were dug out to provide further 
potential habitats for the existing Mud Snail population in the main 
woodland area. 

v) An assortment of nest boxes were placed for bats and birds including an Owl 
box. 

vi) An area of approximately half an hectare of densely growing Birch was 
thinned to provide space for the planting of 50 Hazel saplings – an important 
but previously virtually absent species which is important to creature 
diversification and was a recommendation of the Ecologist.( I am pleased to 
report that recent inspection shows the saplings are thriving with at least an 
80% survival rate.) 

vii) Following the flooding of the entire site in Winter 2017/8, due largely to 
collapse of the conduit under Carr Lane, it was decided to renew the out flow 
from Pond B by deepening the former ditch and reconnecting it to the 
eastward flowing ditch towards the Foss. Subsequently it was felt necessary  
to fence this ditch lest some hapless person should fall in! 

viii) In July/August 2019 the vegetation around Pond A (nearest Manor Farm) and 
in two areas of broad verge along Carr Lane was cut back to try to mitigate 
the growth of Rose Bay Willow herb, nettles and other invasive elements in 
the hope that other indigenous plants may reappear. Some Yellow Rattle 
seed has been scattered which, if it takes, will provide variety and suppress 
to a degree those less desireable inhabitants.  

ix) In August 2019 500 Common Reeds were planted in what was the site of the, 
now largely dried out, Pond A. This will provide , in due course, another new 
habitat and something of a filter should the flow of water from the Northern 
end of the pond return.(We remain at a loss as to why it has ceased but it 
may be that Yorkshire Water have at last sorted the misconnection of the 
sewage and storm water drains). 

x) Two more tasks remain to conclude the work :- 
       (1) The further thinning of the dense growth of Birch in the middle of the 
wood, the collection of these fellings together with much fallen timber to be 
transported to the path and chipped and laid as a covering. This particular 



job was approved by the Council earlier in the year but awaits leaf fall and 
the fall of sap for its execution to which I will attend. 

          
                                  (2) The Chairman has requested that the large and old willows at the 

extreme South of the site, opposite Ron Chester”s home, be cut down 
and removed (though it will not be possible to remove the roots). These 
trees add no value to the wood and constitute a hazard both to people in 
Moor End and, by virtue of their frailty, to passing traffic on Well Lane. I 
have no estimates for this work: I have marked the trees to be dealt with 
and am prepared to seek two quotes for the job. I have one potential 
contractor identified but need at least one more. Nominations please. 

I attach a schedule of work which will need to be done seasonally or from time to time to 
prevent Moor End from falling back into neglect and losing the benefits of the steps the 
Council has taken to improve this very real and valuable communal asset. 
 
John Smale.                        
November 2019. 
 
  



Schedule of Maintenance Works for Moor End. 
, 
1)The verges to the Public Footpath through the wood need to be trimmed back to ensure 
clear passage through the whole distance of the path from Well Lane to the Manor Farm 
access. It should be kept at a width of at least a Metre and a half and over hanging braches 
and brambles, etc. cut back. 
      (Davina Marwood (DSM Garden Services) used to do this and offered her services to do 
so again some time ago. It might be worth establishing an ongoing arrangement with her to 
do it in say, in May/June and again in late July/August.) 
 
2)The sluice now installed at the end of the newly created drainage ditch will require 
clearing from time to time as it will inevitably become obstructed by debris. Frequency to be 
determined by visual inspection. 
 
3)The height at which the sluice itself is set may over time need adjusting. Determine by 
visual inspection. 
 
4) The remains of the Willow trees at the Eastern edges of Pond B, although they have been 
treated, will persistently regrow. It is therefore necessary, at least each late Autumn to cut 
back each year’s growth. 
 
5)The whole area around Pond A (but NOT the area of the Reed Bed planting) should be 
close cut and all the arisings removed away from the water’s edge. The first cut should be IN 
EARLY SPRING and subsequent cuts made in LATE JULY. 
 
6) Similar close cutting is required of 2 areas of wet grassland on the widest parts of the 
verge to Carr Lane South of Pond A. The timing of such cut to be annually in the Summer 
(late July is ideal). 
 
      (In both cases,5 & 6, it is essential that the arisings are collected and removed from the 
mown areas.) 
 
7) We need to see how much of the path will be covered by the chipping operation to be 
done in early November but, subject to this, decisions will need to be made with regard to :- 
        a. whether more chippings should be sourced and distributed on areas not covered 
and 
        b. in due course, how frequently the path needs re-chipping. 
 
 8) In due course the tree guards currently in place around the Hazel saplings to protect 
them from rabbit 
foraging will need to be removed to allow the trees to develop. This should not be for at 
least 2 more years  from now i.e. not before November 2021 at the earliest.  
 
 
John Smale 
November 2019. 
 
 
 


