
 

 

Paper 1a/20 
 
Highways Visit to Assess Potential Sites for Vehicle Activated Speed Signs. 
 
Cllr Rankin and I met with Mark Sykes from NYCC Highways on Friday 22nd Nov. to assess the 
potential sites for a VAS.  
Mark was very helpful and was able to provide some feedback on the experiences of other groups 
in operating these signs. 
In particular, he informed us that whilst the TWM sign was a slightly larger display and alternated 
between the speed limit and a slow down warning, there have been difficulties with the length of 
operation before the battery needs re-charging. They do work well when mounted on a street 
light and connected to the power supply for automatic re-charge. We cannot do this, because we 
have no suitable lamp posts. Therefore it appears that the SWARCO unit is best for us. 
He confirmed that the units were fairly robust and survived reasonably well in service. He took on 
board Don’s comment that we needed to be careful to mount the units as far from the edge of the 
road as possible, because large tractors and sometimes HGV’s would mount the verge when 
passing oncoming traffic. 
 
Site Assessment. 
Stillington Road: Suggested site in the 30 mph section, on the verge, on the East side of the road 
and just down from Inhams Fold. A single post required because the unit could be rotated to deal 
with traffic from either direction. 
He suggested that a site would probably not be justified in the 40 mph section at this time, 
although it  could be done, if we re-visit the requirement later, or receive complaints from that 
area. 
 
Carr Lane: Suggested site on the grass verge on the York side of the village nameplate millstone. A 
single post required and rotate the unit to cover both directions. There was a slight query 
regarding what utilities might be underground in that location, but Highways will sort that. 
 
Main Street: Given the frequency of parking in Main Street, Mark did not feel that a unit would be 
usefully deployed in the stretch from the mini roundabout to the school. The other likely area was 
on the verge just short of the church. However, this is fairly close to the turning into York Road and 
again he felt that it would not be a cost effective use of the kit. He also agreed that its presence in 
the conservation area might be unwelcome. 
 
Huby Road: Not suitable because of the short distance between the York Road turning and the 
bend where the limit increases to 40 mph. 
 
Stakes Lane: Very suitable and probably very effective. It was suggested that a unit be mounted 
on the pavement side of the road about 20 metres on the Huby side of the bus stop. This could be 
rotated to deal with traffic from Huby, and also traffic emerging from the 40 mph section on 
cemetery bend. Single post required. 
 
Thus the outcome of the survey is a requirement for three posts at £500 each. 
 
Next Steps: Mark will wait to hear from us regarding our decision. We will need to approach 
householders in the immediate vicinity of the proposed sites. If we decide to go ahead, he will 
send us the the legal agreement with highways for signature. That done he will commission any 



 

 

posts required, and we can order a unit from the supplier. We will also need to identify at least 
two volunteers to look after the unit. This is a significant item of potential expenditure, so we will 
need to discuss this at our next meeting in January and make a formal decision if and how we take 
it forward. Mark is aware of this timescale. 
 
Bob Shearman 
 
 
 


