
The initiative to locate a moveable vehicle activated speed sign (MVAS) in 
the village has moved forward. A highways officer, accompanied by two par-

ish councillors, has assessed possible sites on roads in the village. He has approved sites in the 30 
mph areas of Stillington Road, Carr Lane, and Skates Lane. In each case, the site will be capable of 
dealing with both directions of travel by simply rotating the unit to face oncoming traffic. At the 
Parish Council meeting in November, it was agreed in principle to purchase a unit, subject to the 
Highways assessment and the resulting installation and operating costs. The January meeting of the 
Parish Council will examine the costs and decide how to proceed. 
It should be emphasised that the MVAS is not a replacement for our successful Speedwatch team, it 
is intended to coordinate with and complement that activity. We are very concerned at the lack of 
volunteers for the team, which is putting its future operation in doubt. Volunteering with the team is 
not a major commitment, and can involve as little as one hour a month. It specifically does not in-
volve any confrontations with motorists. Please help to keep our village roads safe by contacting 
Paul Phillips p.b.phillips31@gmail.com - and offering only one hour a month of your time.
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It has become common to post small 
notices announcing village events, 
around the village, on telegraph poles 
and similar. Investing ten minutes in 
doing this does tend to effectively ad-
vertise and communicate with people. 
However, please, 
please invest 
another ten min-
utes and remove 
the notices after 
the event. If this is 
not done, they ac-
cumulate and we 
end up with our street scene marred 
by tattered, fading notices.

Posting Notices around 
the Village

This time last year, I mentioned that one of the Moor End 
ponds was dry and the other at an unprecedented low level. 
There is no such problem this year after the recent mon-
soon, and we could hire the area out as a location for one 
of those “monster in the swamp” films. Given the very wet 
weather and saturated soil, I am puzzled at the number of 
mole hills. How do they keep their tunnels free of flooding 
or have they evolved into “marine moles”? Perhaps High-
ways should employ one or two as consultants to improve 
the manner in which their road repair department copes 
with adverse weather. 
A period of colder weather is forecast, so the question is 
whether we will have a cold white Christmas or a some-
what mildewed one. 
On behalf of the whole Parish Council, I would like to 
wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Traffic Speed



Work has continued at 
Moor End despite being hampered by 
the significant periods of rain. A con-
siderable amount of secondary growth 
has been removed and chipped. The 
chips have been spread on the wetter 
and more muddy parts of the path. It 
has been decided to use wood chips 
rather than hardcore as it was felt that 
this was in tune with the general ap-
pearance of the site. There is more 
chipping to be done. Any shortfall in 
material will be made up by purchas-
ing enough chips to cover the path 
from Manor Court through to Well 
Lane. The wet weather has been 
beneficial to the new reed bed planted 
in the area between the first pond and 
the Manor Court entrance. It is 
hoped that this bed will help to pro-
tect the ponds from undesirable run-
off from the road drainage system.

2

Sutton Times

Issue 42

December 2019

The recent closure of York Road caused considerable disruption and inconven-
ience to residents. The initial notification referred to day closures only and this was changed to a 
total closure without adequate notification. In particular, the Reliance bus company were initially 
told that they would be allowed to follow their usual route and this permission was withdrawn on 
the first morning of the closure without warning. In addition, the Sheriff Hutton road from the vil-
lage was closed at the same time, leaving only Pottery Lane ( Strensall road) available for people 
wishing to travel to the East or A64. Pottery Lane , mostly single track with a few passing places, 
was totally inadequate and unsafe for the ensuing traffic load, particularly as Reliance had to use it as 
did a  number of HGV’s. On the Monday following the week’s closure, the York Road was closed 
again without warning, disrupting the bus route once again. 
During the first week, the Parish Council complained to our county councillor, Caroline Patmore, 
saying that we felt that the communication, coordination and management of this closure was unac-
ceptable and showed a complete lack of concern for residents. In particular, we complained at the 
disruption of the bus service to the hospital without warning. She has discussed the facts with us 
and taken up our complaint with the Director responsible for North Yorkshire County Council 
Highways, who has promised to investigate. We await a reply.

Road Closures

Moor EndCanadian Memorial Service 2020

A date of 15/16/17 th May has been set for the Canadian 
Memorial Service next year, subject to agreement with the 
Royal Canadian Airforce. It is proposed to follow the same 
successful format as that in the last two years. However, we 
are conscious that traffic negotiating the roundabout out-
side the village hall and particularly heavy commercial ve-
hicles, does detract from the service. The possibility of a 
short road closure has been discussed in previous years but 
rejected because of the charge levied by Highways. A re-
cent investigation by our Parish Clerk has revealed that 
special arrangements are available via Hambleton District 
Council for Remembrance Services and do not involve a 
charge. It remains to establish that the Canadian Service 
falls into this category.



There are now notices at all the main entrances to the Recreation 
Ground indicating that it is a children’s play area, and all dogs must be 
on a lead. Under the circumstances, nobody can claim that they are un-
aware of the requirement. 
Unfortunately, we also have another complaint regarding dog fouling. 
Evidently, our request to “bag it” has registered, but the “bin it” part 
hasn’t. Sutton Park management are complaining that whilst it is tradi-
tional to decorate the tree at Christmas, hanging bags of dog poo on 
their trees isn’t acceptable during the festive season or at any other time.
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Dogs

Councillor Bob shearman

Many years ago, the village and the Parish Council decided not to have street lighting installed on 
Main Street and York Road, instead paying for the fitting of lights on the front of many houses to 
provide what many consider to be our “picture postcard” lighting arrangement. It all works using 
dusk-till-dawn sensors built into the bulbs provided by us. All you do is provide the electricity, which 
with modern LED bulbs costs around £5 per year. 

Over the years we have recruited more houses into the scheme but there remain noticeable gaps, we 
welcome anyone wishing to join the scheme. If you have suitable light fittings already, we can fit the 
bulbs, if you do not, we may able to arrange this for you at our cost. 

You may have noticed our addition last year of the three lights outside the Village Hall and the addi-
tional light on the path into the hall. 
This was paid for jointly by the PC and 
the Hall and installed by volunteers. 

Of course the lighting needs mainten-
ance, whilst we will replace the bulbs at 
our cost, we would ask those who have 
these lights to please keep them in good 
condition and clean inside and out. 
Please cut back any greenery which may 
reduce the effect of the lights. 

Grace Nodes has for some years volun-
teered to maintain the lights and there 
is an email address to let us know if any lights need attention -  village.lighting@virginmedia.com  

You can also use this address to let us know if you wish to join the scheme. If you don’t use email, 
please contact Grace on 810014. 

Lastly if you wish to provide your own bulbs, the specification is between 8 and 10 watts, with a col-
our temperature of 3000K or less, you will find this information written of the bulb packaging.

Village Lighting
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Founders' Club 
The Founders' Club has nearly sold out! The Copper packages especially. As we're now filling whisky 
casks, and the new-make spirit is tasting so good, we've had a flurry of new members joining in the 
last few weeks, which is all very exciting indeed. 
It would be great if anyone locally wanted to join up (Seed packages cost £30, up 
to the top tier Copper packages that cost £495). Full details can be seen on our 
website:  https://www.cooperkingdistillery.co.uk/founders-club or people can pop 
into the distillery any Saturday, 12pm-6pm. 
Tours also run at the distillery every Saturday at 2pm and 4pm, last approximately 
1hr 15mins, and cost £10. Booking ahead is essential (either through our website, 
drop in, or call us on 01347 808232). 
Tour info 
Join us for a guided tour of England’s only self-built whisky and gin distillery. 
Discover the adventurous story behind the distillery and understand how our sustainable spirits are 
made. We’ll introduce you to state-of-the-art vacuum gin distillation and the wonderful Tasmanian 
copper pot whisky still – the only one of its kind in Europe. Finally, enjoy a complimentary tipple 
thrown in for good measure in the cosy tasting room and shop. 
There's also a fully licenced bar on site, open on Saturday's 12-6pm, serving plenty of gin and whisky. 
If anyone fancies a pre-dinner drink before heading to one of the many wonderful local pubs, please 
feel free to drop in and have a drink! 
Tree Planting 
It's National Tree Week and we're celebrating another big charity 
donation to the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust (YDMT), which 
will plant a whopping 1000+ square metres of native woodland in 
the Yorkshire Dales! Thanks to all you lovely people for continuing 
to buy our sustainable spirits. 
Cooper King Distillery’s range of spirits will feature during a week-
long pop-up shop in Leeds Victoria Gate’s John Lewis store 9-15th 
December as well as being stocked permanently in Harvey Ni-
chols, Leeds.The Pilot Series has seen the distillery add three new 
lines to its collection of award-winning drinks, including a berry 
and basil liqueur and a cold-distilled black cardamom botanical 
vodka. It is also offering bottles of new-make (unaged whisky) 
spirit some of which has been filled into casks for maturation into 
whisky, with an anticipated release date of 2023. 

Woodale Wood, adjacent to Scar House 
Reservoir, Upper Nidderdale
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New readers begin here! The Gardening Club has about 80 
members, rarely gardening experts, mainly from the two villages. It 
meets alternately in Huby and Sutton at 7.45pm, on the fourth Wed-
nesday of each month starting in September in Huby until April the 
following year. That is apart from December, when we hold our So-
cial evening earlier to avoid the Christmas hiatus.  There are posters 
up in both villages advertising each meeting and there’s an e-mail 
reminder if you would like one. You can come to individual meetings for a fee but it’s best to 
join, costing the bargain rate of £10 per year (concessions), which gets you a 10% discount at 
several garden centres and nurseries in the area. 
There’s a full day outing and an evening visit to great gardens, often only rarely open to the 
public. The club pays for the bus for the full day outing. 
Dates and times for your diary: 
27 November at the Huby Chapel, 7.45 with Nigel Harrison talking about trees for smaller 
gardens. 11 December, Grey Village Hall, social evening at Sutton, 7.45 with a talk on and 
taste of whisky, cheese,  mince pies and wine. Oh, and a fun quiz! 
22 January at Huby 7.45 for Clive Dawson’s talk on “An oasis in the City” 
26 February at the Grey Village Hall, Sutton for Caroline Smith to tell us about her child-
hood back garden – Harlow Carr! 
25 March at Huby with Martin Fish telling us how to keep our houseplants happy and 
healthy 
22 April with Caroline Newland explaining how British flowers are now appearing on the 
farm. We’ll find a few minutes for the AGM as well. 
The outings will be revealed and you can book them at the meetings from January onwards.  
Drop me an e-mail and I’ll add you to the e-mail round robin list if you are interested.
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Sutton on the Forest & Huby Gardening Club

Caroline and Harold Mytum’s gardenGardening can have its frustrations

Happy gardening!  Derek Jacobs

01347 810208 djj3@btinternet.com
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SUTTON ON THE FOREST FILM CLUB - AUTUMN PROGRAMME

Drinks from 7:30pm - Performance starts at 8:00pm - Entrance by donation at door
The Grey Village Hall comfort.jeremy@gmail.com   01347 810252

Tuesday 3 December: Bohemian Rhapsody

Thursday 9 January: Fisherman’s Friends
This gentle, sweet-natured comedy has warmth and a certain 
X factor of likability, helped by big-hearted performances 
from a cast including Daniel Mays and Tuppence Middleton. 
It’s inspired by the true story of the Fisherman’s Friends, an 
all-male a capella folk singing group from Port Isaac in Corn-
wall who in the noughties became an unexpected hit for their 
authentic sea shanties

Tuesday 11 February: The Farewell
The push and pull between the bonds of blood and the ties of 
culture are explored with a light touch and a perceptive eye 
for detail in this delightful, semi-autobiographical family 
drama from writer and director Lulu Wang. The American 
tendency to freely share thoughts and feelings collides with 
the Chinese way of parcelling up emotions. Ultimately, it’s all 
about balance, a yin and yang of roots and identities, humour 
and pathos that comes together into a satisfying, bittersweet 
wedding banquet of a movie. (Guardian)

This is a 2018 biographical drama film about Freddie Mercury, 
the lead singer of the British rock band Queen. It was di-
rected by Bryan Singer. It stars Rami Malek as Mercury. 
Queen members Brian May and Roger Taylor served as con-
sultants.. The film follows the singer's life from the formation 
of the band up to their 1985 Live Aid performance at the 
 original Wembley Stadium. 
Despite its flaws, it delivers moments of shameless, air-punching joy 
(Guardian)
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Amazingly, we are half‐way through our 5th year as 
a community owned shop and post office. We 
couldn’t have got this far without the dedication of 
our volunteers or the support of our customers, so 
thank you everyone.

The Management Committee reported back at the AGM held on Saturday 5 October followed by a 
local food and drink tasting. The Plum bread from Bothams was the favourite so do try it if you 
haven’t already. 
We’ve been busy planning for Christmas and try to make our small shop space work hard as possible! 
We have a good selection of Christmas cards, gift wrappings and chocolates. We didn’t get round to 
producing a calendar this year, but do have a new Barkers blank greetings card.  
We’ll have 5.30am meat deliveries on Monday 23 and Tuesday 24 December and are grateful to those 
volunteers who arrive cheerfully on a cold, dark morning to sort customer orders ready for collec-
tion.  
Order forms are available in the shop for you to order Christmas meats, turkeys, pies, cakes and 
mince pies from our local producers. We have limited fridge space in the shop, so priority will have 
to be given to pre-ordered produce. So please order in advance if there is something you know you 
want - eg large and small Pork Pies, quiches, turkeys, hams, Christmas cakes.

2019 Christmas Opening Times
SHOP POST OFFICE 

24 December 8am – 12noon 9am – 12 noon 
25 December CLOSED CLOSED 
26 December CLOSED CLOSED 

Normal opening times from 27 December 

31 January 8am – 5pm 9am – 5pm 
1 January CLOSED CLOSED 

Normal opening times from 2 January

Wishing you a very Happy Christmas and New Year from all the 
volunteers at Barkers of Huby.

SSeeaassoonnss GGrreeeettiinnggss ffrroomm AAllll aatt SSuuttttoonn PPaarrKK 
Maggie Morris 

Sutton Park 

Sutton on the Forest, York YO61 1DP 

01347 810249 suttonpark@statelyhome.co.uk www.sutton-park.co.uk
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There has been lots of activity at Sutton School since September, and it is 
hard to believe we are now into the Christmas term of our academic year. 

In early October, there was a buzz of excitement when the whole school took part in filming a You-
Tube film around the theme of forgiveness with Danny and Elle From York QChurch. As well as 
having lots of fun, the children learnt about how short films are pieced together and how to deliver 
lines to maximise the effect on the audience; it was brilliant to see their confidence grow throughout 
the day. 

We are very excited that our old library building has been transformed into a 
dedicated Early Years classroom. This interactive learning environment will 
predominately be used by our younger children as an additional classroom to 
facilitate their learning through play, and we also look forward to welcoming 
Sutton Pre-School & Toddlers in there when they begin their Rising-5s 
sessions with us later in the school year.  

We have also had a lot of fun hosting our first two ‘Forest Tots’ sessions of the 
year in our own special school forest area and outdoor nature classroom, led by 
Miss Tubb, our fully-qualified Forest Schools Practitioner. We were delighted 
to welcome Pre-School, as well as lots of other new little ones and their adults. 
The children enjoyed painting with ‘natural’ paintbrushes, playing in the mud 
kitchen, and creating leaf rubbings. Our Forest Tots sessions are held on the 
first Thursday of every month - to book a place please call the school office. 

We were proud to open our doors to parents of children starting school next 
September on three Open Days in October, where our Year 6 children helped 
to show parents around and who the wonderful facilities that we have here at 
Sutton School. Prospective parents are welcome to arrange to come and have 
look round our school and have a chat to our Headteacher, Helen Pye, at any 
time – please feel free to call or email the school office to arrange a date and time. 

There have been many sporting opportunities for our children already this year, with Cluster netball 
and football events as well as the popular Cross Country tournament for the Key Stage 2 children in 
our local area. We were very proud that three of our children took part in the regional Cross 
Country finals, which took place at Dalby Forest early November, with one child coming second and 
another coming third.  

We have just recently been awarded the School Games Gold Mark Award for the 2018/19 academic 
year for our sports provision. Duncan, our local SPO, and Tim from the School Games validation 
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team were incredibly impressed, saying they had never seen “such an array of opportunities in a small 
school” and that we put many larger schools to shame. 

As Christmas approaches, we look forward to a festive and fun-packed term - including our Key 
Stage 1 Christmas play, a whole-school Christmas dinner, Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day, 
and a special trip to the panto. 

Our school office can be reached on - 
01347 810230, or  admin@sutton-on-the-forest.n-yorks.sch.uk 

Please keep up to date with everything we are doing by visiting our website or Facebook page (Sut-
ton on the Forest CE Primary School), or following us on Twitter - 

http://suttonontheforestschool.org/     |       @Sutton_Forest18 

A copy of our school prospectus can be found at -  
http://suttonontheforestschool.org/prospectus-2018-2020/ 

Helen Pye – Headteacher, Sutton-on-the-Forest CE Primary School

ROSE AND CROWN LUNCH CLUB 
The first meeting of the new Lunch Club launched on 13 November at the Rose and Crown 
proved very popular, with nineteen people sitting down at the pub and the sound of lots of lively 
chat to brighten the event. Neil and Nikki are very pleased with the venture, and are going to 
serve a Christmas dinner at the next Club Lunch with the same ordering system of one, two or 
three courses.  A slight difference, for this R&CLC lunch only, will be that they would like 
people to book their places (not their meal, that can be decided on the day) because it will help 
them to serve Christmas Dinner if they know the number of covers they are cooking for. 
When it comes to the first 2020 Lunch Club on Wednesday 8th January  it will be back to the 
no-booking, just turn up system, with the special Lunch Club menu as in November.  Neil and 
Nikki look forward to welcoming new and established customers to their cosy pub. 
Paddy Crossley

 This term Rainbows have started working on the NEW Girlguid-
ing programme. As part of this two parents have kindly come into 
the meetings to teach the girls some new skills - Incy Wincy spider 

in Spanish and some sign language. All the girls have received a new badge book with lots of interest 
badges to try at home as well as to tick off the badges we complete in the meetings. Before half term 
Rainbows had a joint drama evening with Huby Brownies, based around mermaids, 
sharks and hidden treasure, which they all enjoyed.

1st Galtres Rainbows-come and join us! 

Rainbows currently has spaces for girls aged 5-7 

We play games, do crafts, make friends, outdoor activities, badges and skills 

Wednesday nights 6.15 - 7.15 at Patchworks Nursery 

galtresrainbows@hotmail.com
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Sutton‐on‐the Forest‐Preschool 
And Toddlers 

2019 Ofsted Rating: ‘Good’ with Outstanding Personal development, behaviour and welfare 
AM LUNCH PM  

Monday 9‐12 12‐1 1‐3.30 (Transition group school session) 
Tuesday 9‐12 12‐1 1‐4 
Wednesday 9‐12 12‐1 1‐4 
Thursday 9‐12 12‐1 1‐4 
Friday 9‐12 12‐1 CLOSED

Early starts available from 8.15 by prior arrangement 
Preschool £4.25 per hour 

Toddlers £2 (additional siblings £1) 
We also have a well-attended baby and toddler stay and play session which runs alongside the usual Preschool 
session on Friday mornings 9.30 – 11. This is open to all parents and carers with a child or children from birth to 
school age to come and get to know other families locally over toys and craft activities. A healthy snack for the 
children and a hot drink for the carer are provided, all ending with a sing along. 

www.suttonpreschool.btck.co.uk 
suttonpreschool@gmail.com 

Find us on Facebook, or drop into the Grey Village Hall for a chat anytime during open hours.

Dear All, 
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself as the newly appointed Chair of the Sutton 
on the Forest Preschool Committee. We moved to the village in 2017, when our eldest daughter 
started at the Preschool and I have always been extremely impressed with the high level of care and 
dedication the staff give to the children’s early development.  
Sutton on the Forest is a delightful Preschool with a wonderful team of enthusiastic staff who create 
a safe, happy and nurturing environment in which the toddlers and preschool children are able to 
flourish.  
It’s a great privilege to have been asked to take on this role. I bring to it a background in many dif-
ferent Educational settings as a Class Teacher, Curriculum Consultant and in Senior Management. I 
now hope to use these skills to support the staff and committee in their work.  
Finally, on behalf of the Staff, Committee, Parents and Carers, I would like to offer our huge thanks 
to Leanne Mason and Dani Redfern who are stepping down as Chair and Treasurer. They have both 
worked tirelessly to help the Preschool thrive and the fact that I am lucky enough to take over the 
role of Chair with the Preschool in such a great position is no small part to their work. I would also 
like to welcome Nathan Young as Secretary and Helen Clark as Treasurer, I look forward to working 
with you both as part of the new Preschool Committee team. 
Camilla Jowett
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Finance Manager 
Position available - Voluntary Role as Finance Manager for Huby and Sutton Agricultural Society Li-
mited. Great opportunity to volunteer for a worthwhile Charity.  Your responsibilities would be to 
ensure the smooth running of the finances, paying suppliers when due and reconciling the bank. 
If you would like more details on the role, please ring Caroline Loseby on 01347 811573 .

Surviving Winter in Our Parish 
Don’t be cold - emergency cash for heating is available 
Last winter Rev Steve Whiting, the Vicar at All Hallows, was approached by Frank Johnston-Banks from 
the Easingwold Food Bank about some specific cases of fuel poverty within this Church Parish and 
asked if the Church could help.  The Church donated £500 to the Easingwold Food Bank which 
helped to give some immediate relief to these people in need.   
Although the number of people suffering in Huby and Sutton are proportionately fewer than in some 
other areas, this does not mean it is not there - on our own doorstep.  The Church wanted to help and 
decided to take forward the Surviving Winter model which has worked in many other areas of the 
country.    
The Two Ridings Community Foundation, based on Clifton Moor, organise a Surviving Winter fund 
which is distributed through their partners including the Red Cross and Citizens Advice.  They told us 
the issue with more rural areas is that by the time people reach the Red Cross or CAB all the funding 
has gone.  They supported the creation of a fund specifically aimed at our one parish 
 
How is the fund funded? 
Each year there is much press coverage about the Government’s Winter Fuel payment to over 65s.  As 
it is not a means tested payment every eligible older person receives it regardless of need.  Some re-
cipients who feel they do not need their payment look to donating it to charity.  We are asking those 
who feel they could donate some or all of their Winter Fuel Payment to donate to Surviving Winter in 
Our Parish which provides a local, relevant fund benefiting local residents.  Donate online to All Hal-
lows PCC: Sort Code 20 99 56  Account Number 80054852 
 
How can we be sure that beneficiaries are truly in need? 
Due to the complete confidentiality of the fund, only Frank, and sometimes the vicar, will know who 
the recipients are.  We ask that you believe us when we say people do not ask for help easily.  It takes 
courage and true need to approach a food bank for help; and Frank’s experience of working with 
people in the area gives him an understanding of need and how to encourage people to accept 
offers of help.       
 
Needing help? Please apply in confidence via Easingwold and Villages Food Bank 07724 444 750

Pleas for help please
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We are very grateful for all the support that our school receives from the 
local community. 

As a small school with a tight budget, we are constantly looking for new ways 
to raise money to help benefit the children attending the school.  The money 
we raise is used to help maintain our IT equipment, improve and maintain 
our outside spaces, subsidise school trips and transport to sports events and 
update books. 
We were hoping that some of you would like to support us in our latest fund-
raiser – this time there is the opportunity for you to win some money too! 
It is essentially a lottery, where you can join for as little as £1/week.  There is a 
draw every Saturday with a guaranteed local winner, who will win 30% of the 
ticket sales for that week (with a minimum prize of £20), plus every ticket is entered into a weekly na-
tional draw with a chance of winning a jackpot of £25,000.  
If you are interested in supporting us or have any questions then please don’t hesitate to contact the 
school.  More information can be found at www.yourschoollottery.co.uk 
Many thanks, FOSS (Friends of Sutton School),  Laura Harvey

Have you discovered Easingwold Community Library yet? 
The library is run by volunteers with the support of NYCC and we would love to see 
you.  The library is free to join and explore. Your library card gives you access to books, 
audio books, DVDs and also e-books, e-magazines and digital audio books via the 
NYCC website. We run various activities for all age groups and welcome new ideas and 
volunteers. 
Home Library and Information Service (HLIS)  
This free service is ideal if you find it difficult to get to the Library, carry books comfortably or if you are a 
busy carer. You can opt in and out so it is ideal if you are recovering from illness or cannot get out in bad 
weather. Our volunteers will select items to suit your tastes (including large print and children’s books) and 
they can either be collected from the library by a friend or relative or we can deliver directly to your home 
every two weeks.  Our friendly delivery volunteers cover Easingwold and all the surrounding villages.   
To find out more please visit Easingwold Community Library in the Market Place or 01609 534584 (rings 
directly to Easingwold). Thank you, Angela Pontefract

FRIENDS OF ST MONICA’S HOSPITAL UPDATE 
Friends of St. Monica’s Hospital is expanding its work.  In the past the Friends has raised funds to improve the 
amenities for patients in the hospital, the latest being new televisions.  Following consultation, the Friends will 
now be able to work in our communities to improve the health and welfare of residents.  We have recently 
teamed up with Easingwold District Community Care Association to provide transport for cancer sufferers who 
attend St James’s Hospital in Leeds for treatment.  Trustees are now considering other proposals for future work. 
Exciting though this new work is, we are still focussed on St Monica’s Hospital.  The hospital caters for all patients 
of the GP surgeries in Ampleforth, Easingwold, Tollerton,  Stillington and Hovingham.  Any one of us may need 
to spend some time in St Monica’s so please think how you can support the work of the Friends of St Monica’s 
for example by volunteering to assist with the morning and afternoon tea trolley. 
You can learn more about St Monica’s Hospital by visiting the website, https://www.fosmh.org.uk 
or by contacting the secretary friends@fosmh.org.uk. or phoning 01347 810771  -  Derek McLuckie
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Sutton on the Forest YCA 

Before reading Caroline’s report, your editor needs to make an apology for doubting the original 
spelling of September’s YCA report. York Cookery School did indeed give a demonstration making 
Macarons and not, as I had thought, Macaroons. The former being meringue based compared to the 
coconut base of the latter. To paraphrase that well known Two Ronnies sketch - too many ‘O’s. 

It was good to meet up again on a cool late summer evening in early September, after being out 
and about during the last two months rather than together in the village hall.  We were joined by 

Alana Barney who had come to talk to us about the time she spent living in Brunei in the 1980s. 
Alana’s husband took part in a military exchange scheme with the Brunei army between 1984 and 
1987.  It was before the country was open to visitors and they enjoyed a unique and immersive ex-
perience. 
Alana got to know the country really well and often visited the jungle villages, staying with the local 
inhabitants, who live in communal long houses which are built on stilts.  Unused to visitors, they 
treated her like one of their own, but some of their customs took a little getting used to.  On one oc-
casion she complimented the local headman on his beautiful earthenware jars, and he explained that 
he had swapped them for his collection of shrunken heads.  Apparently, dealing in heads had only 
become illegal a few months earlier!  There were other things that took a while to work out as well - 
such as the lack of rules for driving.  There was no requirement to keep to the left or right hand side 
of the only road in Brunei.  You just had to get out of the way if something was coming towards you. 
We were all swept along by Alana’s reminiscences of this extraordinary sounding country, although 
whether we would want to visit after what she shared with us, I am not so sure? 
In October, dismal thoughts of dark evenings and central heating were soon banished by the cheer-
ful face of Abbie from Cooper King Distillery, that popped up behind a table laden with gin. 
Abbie’s story of the inspiration, conception and set up of Cooper King is truly inspiring.   It is a 
story of success, achieved by two young people who had the courage to follow a passion and dream 
with the support of their friends, family and the wider community.  If you want to know more, their 
shop and bar are open every Saturday between 10.00am and 6.00pm and tours of the distillery are 
available at 2pm and 4pm. Their credentials are exemplary, particularly presently, with their commit-
ment towards low environmental impact.  They use 100% green energy, non-plastic packaging, light-
weight glass and compost all their botanical waste.  They plant one square metre of woodland in the 
Yorkshire Dales for every bottle of gin sold and to date, are responsible for the planting of well over 
7,000 trees.  And did you know that they offer a refill scheme for some of their gins?  If you go into 
the shop with a Cooper King bottle, they will refill it for 15% less than the price of a new bottle.  It 
becomes a gin bottle for life! 
Abbie was very generous, allowing us as many tastes as we wanted of numerous different gins and 
the purchase of a beautifully prepared full gin and tonic for a modest price.  Members spent a very 
affable evening clustered around tables, quaffing gin and tonic and scoffing hand prepared nibbles.  
We all went home much later than usual - can’t think why? 
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Our AGM in November, was followed by a practical talk from Tracey Flint of Hambleton District 
Council on recycling (see further details about this and recycling in general 
Dates for your diary: 

December 4th - Getting ready for Christmas - presentations by our members 

January 15th - Annual meal at The Rose and Crown 6.30 for 7.00pm  

February 5th- Toilets Taps and Training - A life saving trio 

Our regular meetings take place on the first Wednesday of the month (except January, July and 

August) in the Grey Village Hall at 7.30pm and all ladies are welcome.             Caroline Mytum

I am delighted to be able to report that thanks to the Parish Council, the much discussed defibrilla-
tor has been installed in our smart newly painted telephone kiosk and is now up and running.   
The defib is very carefully monitored and maintained, and there is a strict governance system in 
place.  John Barrass and I have been appointed community caretakers.  We will have a quick look in 
the telephone box each time we pass, but once a month we will do a formal check of all the equip-
ment and then submit a site check report on the online governance system.  The device also con-
tains a microchip which records how much electricity it uses, the expiry dates of all its consumable 
parts and details of when and how it is used. 
Community defibrillators are designed to be used by members of the public, with or without any for-
mal training, but they are not a magic wand.  Good first aid and CPR are still what is needed to keep 
a patient alive until the defib and/or the ambulance service arrive.  Our defib is registered with the 
ambulance service, so if you dial 999 because you are with someone who has collapsed and appears 
not to be breathing, they will know if you are within range of the defib as soon as you give your post-
code.  They will give you the code for the locked cabinet so that you can access the defib, only if 
there is someone with you, as the patient must not be left unattended. 
You do not need to know or remember any of the above.  If you dial 999 the ambulance service will 
tell you exactly what to do.  The defibrillator gives audio instructions from the machine.  You can do 
no harm; the defib will not administer a shock if it detects a heart beat.  However, if possible, CPR 
is still required as you may be alone, not within range of a defib, and to sustain the patient until the 
defib or ambulance arrives.   
Earlier this year in March, there were two days of first aid training in the village, and The Commu-
nity Heartbeat Trust are booked for 7th March 2020 at 2pm to facilitate a Cardiac Arrest Response 
Seminar in the Church Room.  The 2 hour seminar will cover cardiac arrest what it is and what to 
do, CPR, and will demonstrate the use of defibrillators explaining how the equipment works and its 
benefits to the community in saving precious minutes in the treatment of sudden cardiac arrest. 
Although John and I will be monitoring the defibrillator regularly, if you are ever passing the phone 
box at night (it is difficult to see from outside in daylight) and you don’t see an eerie green glow ema-
nating from inside the box, please contact one of us immediately to let us know.  Contact details 
below:- 
Caroline Mytum 810969 or John Barrass 811045

Sutton-on-the-Forest Telephone Box Defibrillator
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YCA presentation -Recycling

As a quick reference aid, please check the leaf-
let entitled - Recycle More 

Online information is also available from the following   

https://www.hambleton.gov.uk/newbins/info/7/faq/3/
downloadable_information

Polyethylene terephthalate – e.g Fizzy drink bottles and oven-ready meal trays

High-density polyethylene – e.g Bottles for milk and washing-up liquids

Polyvinyl chloride – e.g Food trays, bottles for squash, mineral water and shampoo

Polypropylene –e.g  Margarine tubs, microwaveable meal trays

PET

HDPE

PVC

PP

This means they are unable to collect 4 – Low density polyethylene, 6 – Polystyrene and 7 – Other 

There is a problem with just using the polymer numbers as a guide to recyclability and it is why 
Hambleton tend not to publish the numbers on the website or in any of their publications.  They are 
limited by the size of an item as well so for example the fat ball tubs which was a question asked at 
the meeting are labelled as Group 5 (PP) but unfortunately the containers are too large to be handled 
by the machinery at the sorting facility.  Also it is sometimes hard to find the numbers or they may 
not be printed at all. Only domestic items used within the household should be recycled and if any 
further clarification is required visit their website  hambleton.gov.uk or ask instant questions to 
their facebook page   Hambleton recycling and waste. 

Hambleton is able to recycle plastics with the following codes stamped on them -

What and how to recycle as much as possible can be minefield, especially as it can change between 
different parts of the country. In North Yorkshire, help is at hand. Household waste that would have 
ended up in landfill is now being tackled by the Allerton Incinerator providing enough energy to 
power the equivalent of 40,000 homes each year. Visits to see how it all works can be organised for 
schools, community groups or individuals. If you are interested to follow this up, please check out 
the details here -  https://wasteservices.amey.co.uk/where-we-work/north-yorkshire/ 
Is this something that the Parish Council or other groups would like to pursue?

On the evening of Wednesday, 6 November 
Tracey Flint, recycling officer for Hambleton 
District Council, enlightened all present with 
what you can and cannot do with your waste. 
Her absorbing talk with practical examples 
highlighted how difficult some aspects of re-
cycling can be for the consumer. 
There was an open invitation for anybody to 
attend, so I did.
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Celebrate Christmas at All Hallows church 

Sunday 22 at 6.00pm 
Festival of nine Lessons and Carols 

Christmas Eve, Tuesday 24 
11.00am - Holy Communion 
4.00pm - Messy Nativity and Christingle - come along, grab a costume and join in! 
11.30pm - Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day, Wednesday 25 at 10.30am 
Family Christmas Celebration with Holy Communion

Already doing our bit 
At the back of All Hallows church is a collection box that is periodically sent to St Nicks in York. 
They have teamed up with Terracycle to collect the following - 
Yes please: Any brand of toothpaste tubes & caps, plastic toothbrushes and their outer packaging 
(not cardboard), electric/battery toothbrush heads. Please rinse 
No, thanks: Bamboo, denture, dental floss or interdental items, cardboard boxes, other tubes 
Yes please: Kenco-branded coffee refill packs, Tassimo coffee disks and outer packaging, L'OR cof-
fee pods and outer packaging. No need to empty pods 
No, thanks: Any other brands of coffee packaging 
Yes please: Any brand of home cleaning (not body) products plastic caps (e.g. from washing up 
liquid bottles), trigger heads and bleach wipe bags. Please rinse 
No, thanks: Any personal hygiene packaging, baby or makeup wipes, cleaning product bottles 
Yes please: nuts, popcorn, crisps/chips and pretzels packets. No need to wash, just shake out any re-
maining contents 
No, thanks: seed, dried fruit, meat snack or nutrient powder and topper packets 
Yes please: sweet biscuit, cake bar & cracker wrappers 
No, thanks: Any other sweet snack packaging such as flapjacks or chocolate bars 
Yes please: Pringles tubes including the foil seal and the lid. Please squash 
No, thanks: Any other brand of crisp tube or similar product/material such as cocoa tubs 
Yes please: plastic pens, felt tips, marker pens, highlighters 
No, thanks: Wooden or metal pens 
Please support the cause as much as you can.

Terracycle also offer a vast range of free recycling options that anybody can join. Just choose your 
particular interest - https://www.terracycle.com/en-GB/brigades 
Michael Kitchen
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Sutton on the Forest Playing Field Association
Since I wrote my first piece for the Sutton Times back in September, a lot 
has happened on the playing field. 

The maintenance day was held on 15th September and was well at-
tended by the community. We managed to carry out planned minor re-
pairs to play equipment, cut back overhanging tree branches and gave 
the area a good tidy up. Many thanks to all those who helped.  We will 
be organising a spring maintenance day around March/April next year 
so please look out for an announcement in the spring edition of the Sut-
ton Times and posters on the village notice boards. 

The annual safety inspection was carried out by Playsafety Limited in 
September, however, this was completed on 7th September so actually 
happened before the maintenance day. In order to reduce our costs we 
agreed to allow Playsafety Limited to set their own date for the inspec-
tion during the month of September or October, when the inspectors 
are in the area. If we ask for a specified date then the cost increases. The 
downside of this is that we do not know what date the inspection will 
take place. However, I am pleased to say that most items identified in the report were addressed during the sub-
sequent maintenance day with one or two low risk items being considered to agree the best course of action to 
take. 

The Sutton 10k was held on 22nd September and was a great success. The weather stayed dry and we had more 
runners enter than previous years. The 1st Sutton Brownies ran the tea tent again and we received some positive 
feedback for the event. A big thank you to all those who give up their time 
leading up to the event to organise the many tasks that need addressing 
and to all the runners and spectators who make the event what it is. I am 
pleased to say we raised over £2,300 which will be used to help fund the 
new play equipment. 

The new Rota Glide and see saw (or springer as they are now called!) were 
installed by Playdale during the last week of November. The day didn’t get 
off to the greatest start as the lorry delivering a portaloo for use by the instal-
lation team got stuck in the soft ground at the entrance to the field.  After a 
lot of head scratching and calls to try and arrange a suitable vehicle to pull 
the lorry out we managed to free it with the help of the lads from Playdale 
and some good old fashioned shovels! I am pleased to say the installation of 
the equipment went without hiccups and, after allowing the concrete to 
set, is now ready for use.  I’m sure the new equipment will be enjoyed by 
all who use it and will enhance what is already a fantastic public space. 

Further detail of any events and activities on the Playing Field will be an-
nounced as we move in 2020, including the date of the spring mainten-
ance day. 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Regards Mark Lee - 07803 245005

As it was
As it is
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Help needed! The village hall is in urgent need of a new treasurer as well as other committee 
members. For some five years or so John Smale has done an excellent job of looking after the fi-
nances and he deserves everyone’s thanks for all he has done. John will be stepping down from the 
committee after Christmas, leaving the books in good order to hand on to a successor. 
The village hall is home to Pre-School and all the village clubs as well as providing a venue for events 
and private parties. Keeping it running involves a host of tasks: managing bookings; coming up with 
ideas for events, organising and running them; ensuring compliance with health and safety legis-
lation; maintaining the building and grounds etc. In recent years we have carried out some major re-
furbishment and so don’t anticipate any more in the near future but, like any building, the hall needs 
regular maintenance and inevitably other problems tend to crop up unexpectedly. In the past, John 
and others have often got on with some of these jobs themselves; at other times we need to manage 
contractors. 
None of these tasks is on its own necessarily very onerous but next year the committee will number 
just four. We have all been doing this for quite some time and of course are growing ever longer in 
the tooth so really would welcome some fresh blood and fresh ideas. We meet about once a month 
(when we are usually lucky enough also to have the input of Revd. Steve Whiting who is one of the 
trustees but of course has many more important calls on his time). 
If you could spare a little of your time to help us out, either as treasurer or by bringing other skills 
and ideas to the party then please drop us a line at gvillagehall@gmail.com or speak to John or 
Lis Smale, Tricia Allison, Kim Phillips or Rhona McMeekin. - Thank you!

Neil and Nikki continue to build an excellent business in the Rose and Crown 
and as you read this edition of the Sutton Times the second repayment of loans 
and interest will be dropping into the bank accounts of CIC Members – a superb 
achievement by Neil, Nikki and their staff.  Of course it’s still important to sup-
port your village pub whenever you can so you might find it useful to have the 
following Christmas and New Year opening hours ready to hand:

Monday 23 December – closed as usual 
Tuesday 24 December – Christmas Eve – 5pm-11.30 pm includes the Big Fat Christmas Quiz 
Wednesday 25 December – Christmas Day – Restaurant 12 – 6pm booking only; Bar 12-3pm 
Thursday 26 December – Boxing Day – Closed 
Friday 27 December – 5pm-12.30 am 
Saturday 28 December – 12-2pm and 5–12.30am 
Sunday 29 December – 12-11.30pm 
Monday 30 December – closed as usual 
Tuesday 31 December – New Year’s Eve Party – 5pm-Late (buffet fully booked but bar open)

Neil and Nikki will be having a well-earned, delayed holiday from 6 – 12 January  
Details of closure and reopening times will be displayed nearer the time … and coming soon! 

Saturday 25 January 2020 – Burns Night 
£30/head – 3 course dinner, military pipe and a dram of whisky or glass of Prosecco 

John Lister

Grey Village Hall
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Contacts and Phone numbers

Parish Clerk: 
Sue Bracewell 
01347 810148  
suttonontheforestpc@gmail.com 
Councillors: 
Willie Anderson (vice chair) 810433 
Kate Gray 810178 
Rhona McMeekin 811428 
Quentin Matthews 810898 
Don Rankin 810995 
Bob Shearman (chair) 811264 
Next Parish meeting: 
Wednesday, 9 January 2019

Parish Council

County Hall, 
Northallerton DL7 8AD 
www.northyorks.gov.uk 
01609 780780 
County Councillor: Caroline Patmore

North Yorkshire County Council 

York District Hospital 01904 631313 
NHS Direct 0845 4647 
www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk 
Doctors 
Millfield Surgery, Easingwold 821557 
Stillington Surgery 810332 
Tollerton Surgery 839231

NHS

Services
Huby & Sutton Community Shop  811451 
Stillington Shop & Post Office    810322      
Reliance Buses    01904 768262    
National Rail enquiries    08457 484950  
Village Hall bookings    810978    
Schools     
Huby Primary School    810432 
Sutton on Forest Primary School   810230  
Easingwold School    821451

Hambleton District Council
Stone Cross, Northallerton DL6 2UU 
www.hambleton.gov.uk 
01904 764434 
District Councillor: Di Watkins 
01904 810047 
cllr.di.watkins@hambleton.gov.uk

North Yorkshire Police
Main switchboard 
(General contact) 101 
Control Room immediately relay reported inci-
dents to appropriate police officer) 
Crimestoppers 
(Reports to Crimestoppers are confidential and 
you may receive a reward) 0800 555111 
Drugs helpline 0800 776600 
Victim Support 01904 636905 
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And Finally
Future dates for receipt of reports and inclusion in the Sutton Times are - 
Spring - All articles received last week in February for publication first week in March
Michael Kitchen     810685          michaelkitchen@me.com

Stillington Surgery 
The surgery will be closed 25 & 26 December and 1 January 
For collection of medication please allow 72 working hours during December 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
With immediate effect medication cannot be collected between 12.30pm and 2pm 
this is while the reception staff and dispensers are at lunch 

Wishing all our patients an enjoyable festive season
www.stillingtonsurgery.co.uk


