
 

 

Paper 15/20 
 

Review of Moor End Project 
 
Summary: The project has lost impetus over the last 6 months and it really is necessary to review 
the progress made, identify the successes and failures, and decide what remedial and extra work is 
to be done. 
The last Sutton Times made an appeal for volunteers, to be titled “Friends of Moor End”, who 
were willing to help with the smaller tasks and hopefully contribute some ideas. Only two people 
came forward. 
John Smale is no longer managing the project, but is willing to engage in a handover process, 
particularly with regard to TCV who still owe us some work. 
Action We need a new project manager. 
 
Tasks are identified below and the Parish Council needs to decide what is to be done in each case. 
 
Task 1. Removal of willow trees and stumps adjacent to Well Lane. This was completed and a pile 
of wood chippings  remain next to the path ready to be spread. 
Action1. Organise friends to spread chips.  
Action 2.Decide what we should do with the resulting open area. 
 
Task 2. Improve the path surface. There are two problems here. Firstly keeping the centre 1 metre 
to 3/4 metre width in a reasonable condition during periods of very wet Winter weather. 
Secondly, dealing with the ruts outside the centre 1 metre from the Carr Lane entrance down to 
the chicken farm. 
Parts of the centre section were covered in wood chippings on a trial basis, and this has worked 
well even in the very wet weather earlier this year. John Smale had proposed that we purchase 
enough wood chippings to surface the 1 metre centre width to a depth of 3 inches as far as the 
point where the registered footpath turns left. Beyond that point, the centre 3/4 metre of the 
permissive path to Well Lane would be similarly surfaced.The last 50 metres to Well Lane would be 
surfaced using existing chips, we would have to purchase the rest. 
Costs: 25 cubic metres of chips, estimate 1 = £1050, estimate 2 = £1625. [There may be a delivery 
charge not included]. 
TCV have committed to lay the chippings free of charge as they owe us some work. 
The licence granted to Christine Withyman specified that she was responsible for repairing any 
ruts, outside the centre section, with materials approved by the Parish Council. During the wet 
weather, she re-filled the ruts with soil/ chippings ( she did initially provide some wood chippings) 
but laid bricks in one section. We need to specify clearly what we want done when ruts appear, 
before the Winter weather arrives. In particular we must specify that chippings are not to be 
removed from the centre section to fill ruts. 
Action 1. Do we buy and lay wood chips. 
Action 2. What do we specify for ruts. 
 
Task 3. Move the existing noticeboard and dog bin out towards the junction of Carr Lane and the 
Manor Court access road, aligned parallel to the access road.  
Install a second noticeboard at the Well lane entrance.  
The existing noticeboard is in a poor state and probably needs replacing. Both boards should have 
a prominent “Moor End Nature Reserve” name plate. 
Action. Do we purchase and install new noticeboards. 



 

 

Task 4. Clear up and generally improve the triangle of ground between the footpath and Manor 
Court, as it is badly overgrown at present.  
Action. What do we want to do with this area? 
 
Task 5. The NYCC approved path from Moor End across the fields has fallen into disrepair. The 
stiles have collapsed or been removed and the path has not been maintained by the landowners. 
It was little used anyway. In contrast, the permissive path to Well Lane is frequently used.  
Action. Should we ask NYCC to recognise the permissive path as an official footpath? 
 
Task 6. The reed bed was planted just before a period of dry weather. It is not obvious whether 
the reeds have survived. We need to inspect the area with John Smale, who knows the precise 
location.  
Action. If it has failed or is sparse, do we wish to re-plant or add to it? 
 
Task 7. Some trial areas of yellow rattle were seeded by John Smale, along the eastern side of Carr 
Lane, with a view to controlling some of the other growth. Inspection with John Smale is required 
to assess the success of this measure.  
Action. If the seed has taken, do we wish to purchase and sow more seed? 
 
Task 8. The growth around the sluice gate near the chicken farm needs cutting back. This could be 
a task for the “friends”. 
Action. Do we task the friends. 
 
Task 9. Originally there were wild orchids growing on Moor End.  
Action. Do we wish to try to re-introduce them and if so where? 
 
Task 10. New ponds were dug for the mud snails. An annual population survey is carried out. We 
are normally informed that this is happening, but as far as I know we do not get a copy of the 
results. We should request a copy so that we can assess the success of the new ponds. Our 
consultant ecologist said that if the snails did not populate the new ponds, then some should be 
moved to them. 
Action. Evaluate the success and consult our ecologist. 
 
Section of Moor End to west of Carr Lane. 
The wider parts of this section of Moor End has recently been flailed by somebody using a tractor. 
We pay Davina to cut the grass along the edge bordering the road to create a path, but the rest is 
left undisturbed as a habitat. Flailing is definitely not desirable. It is possible that the new tenant 
of the neighbouring field has done this because he is not aware that it is not part of the field.  
Action: Ask the owner to mention this to tenant. 
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