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DOG FAECES 
 
 
Email from Howard Hall 
 
Over the summer holidays I have taken my eight year old son to the park in Sutton on the 
Forest most days to play football and use the playpark. Over the course of the summer 
holidays the problem of dog faeces on the football field, in the goal mouths  and in the play 
area has got steadily worse. On occasion I have had to remove piles of the stuff with sticks 
and bark from the woods before it is possible for my child to play without risk of falling in it. 
Today, there were at least 6 piles of dog faeces scattered across the football field and 
playground area (Photos attached). This is clearly a health risk, especially if there are 
roundworm eggs in the dog faeces. Children playing close to the ground are at particular risk 
if they were to pick up and ingest the eggs. While diagnosed cases of toxocariasis in the UK 
are typically no more than 100 annually, in rare cases it can lead to eye disease and loss of 
vision if the toxocara larva pass through the eye. Dogs may also carry E-coli and hepatitis in 
their faeces. So, this is not a trivial issue, which I’m sure Willie Anderson would confirm. 
 
Clearly, the existing signage asking dog owners to keep their animals on a lead in the park is 
inadequate. Could I ask, therefore, that the Parish Council please find a workable solution to 
this problem. While it is easy to suggest that the problem is solely due to irresponsible pet 
owners or an inevitable consequence of  increased dog ownership during the recent 
pandemic, it is not an explanation that I seek, but a tangible solution. Many thanks for your 
help in this matter. 
 
Regards, 
 
Howard  
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