
 
  
Minutes of a meeting of Sutton on the Forest Parish Council held on Wednesday 8 September 
2021 at 7.30pm. 
 
Present:    Councillor McMeekin 
   Councillor Matthews 
   Councillor Prowde 
   Councillor Rankin 

Councillor Shearman (Chair) 
 

In Attendance: Sue Bracewell (clerk)  
 
No members of the public. 
 
Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr Anderson, County Councillor Patmore and District 
Councillor Watkins. 

Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

21.48 Minutes of the meeting held on 14 July 2021 

48.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 14 July 2021 had been circulated.  These 
were agreed as a correct record, proposed Cllr Shearman and seconded Cllr Prowde. 

21.49 Matters arising 

49.1 Moor End:  Cllr McMeekin proposed a special meeting to discuss Moor End.  As a 
number of professional bodies had been consulted over the past six months about the 
site, some decisions needed to be taken.  Action:  clerk 

49.2 Himalayan balsam, two attempts have been made to pull it out and several 
sessions of strimming it have taken place. These efforts have knocked it back 
considerably.  We will need to do the same next year in order to keep it under control. 

49.3 MVAS: Cllr Prowde reported some issues with the software.  Of the six available 
sites for its use, Carr Lane is the worst site followed by Skates Lane.  It was suggested 
that data should be shared with the Speedwatch coordinator to help with the best 
sites for them to operate.  Cllr Prowde had received two more offers of help with the 
project from Henry Morgan and Jim Downes.  The Council is grateful for this support.  
It was agreed that data should be reported to the Crime Commissioner as they funded 
one of our signs.  Action:  Cllrs Shearman and Prowde 



49.4 It was also agreed that it would be useful to get information from other local 
villages that have installed MVAS signs, eg Huby and Easingold.  Action: clerk to 
contact relevant clerks and put them in touch with Cllr Prowde. 

49.5 RCAF: Cllr Shearman reported the plaque had been purchased and sent to 
Canada.  He also reported that they do hope to come over in May next year. 

49.6 Yorkshire Water:  Cllr McMeekin reported she had spoken to the Consumer 
Council for Water following their letter.  Cllr McMeekin suggested that since YW had 
identified the cause of the problem in The Gowans and agreed a solution (subject to 
funding of which it expressed itself confident) the PC should now withdraw from 
further involvement here and concentrate on the sewage issue in Carr Lane.  The 
Gowans was a civil matter between private landowners whereas the sewage in Carr 
Lane was a matter of public concern.  When we receive the Consumer Council’s final 
decision, a closure letter should be sent to the landowner and tenant farmer.      

49.7 Cllr Shearman reported that Highways have been out and cleared the gulleys. 

21.50 Public Participation 

50.1 There was no public participation. 

21.51 Report from North Yorkshire County Council 

51.1 County Cllr Patmore had sent apologies 

21.52 Report from Hambleton District Council 

52.1 District Cllr Watkins had sent apologies.  

52.2 8 The Gowans:  District Cllr Watkins had advised that HDC Enforcement were 
looking at this case and we await their decision.  The marquee in garden is a concern 
but not a planning issue. The door on to the roof might be an issue. Cllr Watkins should 
be asked to take this forward with her Planning Department. Action Cllr Shearman. 

21.53 Finance 

53.1 The following payments were approved, proposed Cllr McMeekin seconded Cllr 
Matthews 

30.7.21 BACS 70/21 HMRC Clerks PAYE 157.60 

30.7.21 BACS 150/21 R Delaney 
Path to playing 
field 1,020.00 

6.8.21 BACS 30/12 
DSM Garden 
Services Grass cutting 318.00 

3.9.21 BACS 210/21 A E Dolding Plaque for RCAF 75.65 

3.9.21 BACS 70/21 S M Bracewell Clerks salary 1,497.80 

3.9.21 BACS 80/21 S M Bracewell Clerks expenses 75.00 

 

53.2 The financial update had been circulated and was noted.  Circulate budget sheet. 
Action:  clerk. 



53.3 Banking:  The clerk had circulated papers from HSBC about the changes to their 
accounts from 1 November.  It was agreed that we would keep our accounts with 
HSBC for the moment, but would keep this under review. 

53.4 Rent for The Green:  The Clerk advised that the final rent payment for no 5 had 
now been received.   In the future this would be handled by the agent, Williamsons in 
Easingwold. 

21.54 Removal of post box 

54.1 A response had been received from Royal Mail informing us that the post box 
would not be replace.  It was agreed that Cllr Shearman would check the distances in 
volved between post boxes and liaise with Cllr McMeekin who would draft a reply. 
Action:  Cllrs Shearman and McMeekin. 

21.55 Planning 

55.1 The planning update as circulated was noted. 

21.56 Dog faeces problem 

56.1 This issue on the playing field had been raised by a resident. It had been 
established that much of the problem is caused by foxes rather than dogs. 

56.2 Cllr Matthews had spoken to Mark Lee (chair of Playing Field Committee) and he 
is asking if we would support a new noticeboard at the other end of the site. This 
would enable us to place more notices reminding the public not to let dogs loose on 
the playing field.  Cllr Matthews to ask Mark Lee to get some quotes and forward them 
to us.  Action:  Cllr Matthews. 

21.57 Gigabit voucher scheme 

57.1 Cllr Matthews had shared information on this scheme which had been brought 
to his attention.  It was agreed to do a leaflet drop to the village to see if there was 
enough support for a project.   Clerk offered to get leaflet designed.  Action:  Cllr 
Matthews and clerk. 

21.58 Reports from village organisations 

58.1 Village Hall:  A drama production was planned for 23 October which would 
include fish and chip supper. 

58.2 Playing Field. Cllr Matthews reported that the annual maintenance day was 
planned for Sunday 19 September.  The Sutton 10k would be held on Sunday 26 Sept 
He also reported that the table tennis box and the bats have been broken again.  Mark 
Lee is looking for a better more secure way of storing them. 

21.59 Speedwatch. Cllr McMeekin reported that more volunteers were needed.  Cllrs Rankin 
and Prowde both volunteered. 

21.60 Moor end. Cllr McMeekin reiterated that it was important that we got this issue 
moving again. 



21.61 Date of next meeting 

Next meeting Wednesday 10 November 2021 7.30pm 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm 
 
These minutes are considered draft until ratified at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
 
Signed: 
 
Date: 
 
 


