
Through the winter the Parish Council has continued to tackle many of the current issues facing the
village. We continue to seek improvements to village internet speeds by exploring the potential for a
private partnership drawing down government funding for improved rural internet access. The council
has made representations to the County Highways Service seeking improvements to the pavement
surfaces around the village hall and adjacent streets. Although this has failed to produce any promise of
direct action the condition of the footways has been surveyed and will be kept under review by the
County Council. We will follow this up. The state of the road verges has remained an issue with large
vehicles causing considerable damage. This is a common problem in villages like ours and is recognised
as such by the County Council who have made representations nationally to seek some better controls.
Some noticeable potholes and destroyed verges have been repaired by the County Council following
Parish Council representations. We have also continued with plans to stabilise and hopefully improve
the Moor End nature reserve instituting various clearance works and making budget provision for the
coming year for more substantial action.
After many years of maintaining the Parish Council precept without increase we have this year sought a
modest increase in line with inflation over the last few years specifically to tackle improvements to
general maintenance of the village.

Current Parish Council activity

Parish Council News
First snowdrops and now crocuses are heralding a long-awaited spring. Notwithstanding the air of
international crisis looming large, in Sutton on the Forest we can perhaps look forward to a more
normal spring and summer. Whilst the lifting of covid restrictions is welcome we should all be mindful
of the many vulnerable people living in the village who may feel they continue to need protection from
infection.

Hambleton Local Plan
Many residents took an interest in the consultation stages for the preparation of the new district local
plan for Hambleton. This plan was examined before a government inspector during last year where
outstanding objections, largely from landowners, were heard. The inspector has now reported to the
District Council, suggesting a few amendments, and the District Council formally adopted the plan on
22 February 2022. The Parish Council made a number of representations at the earlier stages of the
plan. These were largely taken on board, so no further objections were raised. Basically, the plan
confirmed that our village will be a secondary rural village with only a very limited capacity for new
development over the next 10 - 15 years which reflected the aspirations of most of those villagers who
made representations either to the Parish or the District Councils.

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Local communities are being encouraged to celebrate the Queens Platinum Jubilee with activities such as
parties. It has been suggested that Sutton on the Forest might hold a community party in the recreation ground
along the lines of that for the previous jubilee. On that occasion people brought along their own gazebos,
chairs and food with music provided by a small band. There were also activities for children.
The Parish Council is seeking to facilitate and fund a small group of volunteers to plan and manage an event
during the Jubilee holiday period 2 – 5 June 2022. If you are interested or have expertise to help plan such an
event please contact the Parish Clerk, Sue Bracewell. Hopefully there will be sufficient interest in the village
to enable our own community party.
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Implementation of the local government reorganisation in North Yorkshire is moving ahead rapidly.
The existing County and District Councils will be abolished in May 2023. Elections for the new
Unitary North Yorkshire County Council handling all the former County and District services will
take place in May of this year. Those elected will form a shadow council during the rest of this year
making the necessary appointments and preparing to assume control next year. The main impact of
this will be that the existing County and District Councils are prohibited from making key decisions
during the interim period without consulting the Shadow Council. Parish Councils will remain
unchanged though there is an expectation that larger parish and town councils will assume greater
responsibility for the provision of some local services in the future.
Although the new North Yorkshire Council remains separate from the City of York Council the
Government have made clear that access to additional support funding is dependent on these two
Councils pooling their strategic decision making on matters like transport and economic development
under a single elected Mayor. This will doubtless be pursued by the new councils elected for North
Yorkshire and York in May of this year.

Local Government Reorganisation

Parish Council ElectionsParish Council Elections
The existing parish councillors reach the end of their term of office in May 2022 and may seek re-
election if they wish. The Parish Council elections will be on the same day as those for the new Unitary
Council, on 5th May 2022. There are six parish councillors supported by a parish clerk and the posts are
open to any resident of Sutton on the Forest. The parish council is keen to attract new nominees to
ensure a broad cross section of local residents is represented. The meetings are held every two months,
deal with a variety of local matters and make representations or raise concerns on planning, highways,
drainage and road safety. The parish council directly manages the Moor End Nature reserve, contracts
out routine maintenance around the village and supports, with funding, local facilities like the playing
field and the village hall. This is an excellent way of becoming involved and supporting your local
community.
If you are interested contact the Parish Clerk, Sue Bracewell suttonontheforestpc@gmail.com
01347 810148 to receive an election pack or speak to any of the existing councillors.

Don Rankin

It’s great that the village hall continues to become increasingly busy with all the old clubs back plus some
new exercise classes, private hires and even an election coming up. And of course there was the recent
quiz, hosted by the one and only Frank Gutierrez and enjoyed by a full house of 18 tables. The questions
were so well-pitched that the final scores were all pretty close and I think everyone left happy, full of the
ploughman’s supper and offerings from the bar, asking when the next one will be.
We are delighted to have been joined by Jo Burgess and Martin Wiltshire who bring new energy and
enthusiasm to the committee. Martin will be taking over as treasurer from Lis Smale at our AGM in
April. However, we still have opportunities for more members or anyone who would like to volunteer as
a helper without joining the committee – especially anyone with DIY skills!

We have some plans for the year ahead and are always happy to have suggestions for events. For example
we had a request for a return visit from Remi Harris, an extremely accomplished rock, blues and jazz
guitarist who played for us a few years ago. Happily it was possible to book him in. So, if you remember
his last performance perhaps you would like to put the date of 17 September in the diary.
You are welcome to hire the village hall during weekends, school holidays or the occasional evening.
Speak to Tricia 01347 810978 for details. Kim Phillips

Tickets will be £10 from Rhona 01347 811428
The 309s Swing Band, Thursday 28 April, 7.30 pm
Our next event will be:

This is a five-piece swing band from West Yorkshire which comes recommended
through the Rural Arts programme. Look out for posters and your flyer nearer the time.
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Belfast is a 2021 British coming of age comedy-drama film
written and directed by Kenneth Branagh. The film stars
Caitríona Balfe, Judi Dench, Jamie Dornan, Ciarán Hinds,
Colin Morgan and newcomer Jude Hill. The film, which
Branagh has described as his "most personal film", centres on a
young boy's childhood amidst the tumult in Belfast, Northern
Ireland, at the end of the 1960s.
Branagh has made a masterpiece. Belfast is a deeply soulful portrait of
a family in peril, culled from Branagh’s childhood - Times

Thursday 21 April: Belfast

Tuesday 24 May: King Richard
King Richard is a 2021 American biographical drama film
directed by Reinaldo Green. It follows the life of Richard
Williams, the father and coach of famed tennis players Venus
and Serena Williams. It stars Will Smith in the title role.
Will Smith is a true movie star, even with bags under his eyes. Though
some truths have been manipulated, the story of theWilliams sisters
and their ambitious father still finds its compelling sources of tension -
Independent

Dune is a 2021 American epic science fiction film directed by
Denis Villeneuve. It is the first of a two-part adaptation of the
1965 novel by Frank Herbert. Set in the far future, it follows
Paul Atreides as his family is thrust into a war for the deadly
and inhospitable desert planet Arrakis. The ensemble cast
includes Timothée Chalamet, Charlotte Rampling and Javier
Bardem. This eerily vast and awe-inspiring epic, a cathedral of
interplanetary strangeness, is better than the attempt a generation ago
by an acknowledged master, David Lynch - Guardian

Tuesday 7 March: Dune

SUTTON ON THE FOREST FILM CLUB - AUTUMN PROGRAMME
The Grey Village Hall comfort.jeremy@gmail.com 01347 810252
Drinks from 7:30 - Performance starts at 8:00pm - Entrance by donation at the door

We will space the chairs so nobody has to sit too close to someone else.
And, of course, you are welcome to wear masks if you feel more comfortable.
We look forward to welcoming you back, Therese and Jeremy Comfort

www.stillingtonsurgery.org.uk

01347 810332 VOYCCG.B82079prescriptions@nhs.net

www.facebook.com/StillingtonSurgery

Short-term prescriptions for things such as antibiotics can generally be collected the same day as your appointment
subject to stock availability.
If you are reordering medication from a repeat prescription, please allow 3 working days from placing your order
before calling to collect, to allow our Dispensary staff time to order and prepare it. Please see the chart below -

Prescription Collection Guide

Dr McPherson’s retirement
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the gift for
Dr McPherson, several presents have been bought,
including a Fortnum and Mason Hamper, Champagne,
tea for two at the Ivy, a book and an orchid



Dates for your diary
We staff specifically for these session so please do not turn up outside of this window as there will be
no one to accept your Terracycle materials and there is nowhere to leave them. Anyone with materials
sorted as per the guides above are welcome, there is no need to book or tell us you are attending as it is
a drop in session but there may be queues.

Wed 9th March 3-4pm Tue 3rd May 2-3pm Mon 4th July 5-6pm



We’re very pleased to report that work has
finally started in our bid to provide a new sports
pavilion for the village.
Ahead of the demolition works, it was necessary
to divert all utilities away from the building to
make it safe. This was carried out either side of
Christmas and a massive thanks to Northmead
Developments for their support in providing the
equipment and manpower to do the heavy
digging. Thanks also to John Bird for his
electrical input in helping with the new electric
meter cabinet in the car park.

In addition, we needed to move the large metal storage container as we want to keep that for
future use, so a big thanks to Andy and RobWalker for shifting it across the field out of the way –
much appreciated.
Many of you will have noticed the demolition company are now in place – work officially started on
Monday 7th February and is expected to continue until Friday 4th March.
Throughout this period unfortunately the playground will need to remain closed owing to the
dangers associated with removing the asbestos from within the building, however access will be
allowed at weekends when no demolition work will be carried out.
The process of fundraising continues, and numerous applications have been submitted in recent
weeks and we hope to hear the outcome of these in the next month or so.
On a related matter, if there are any business owners out there that feel able to support the project
with either skills, advise, expertise or funding directly, please feel free to get in touch.
As a further reminder, we are thinking about potential user groups for the new facility, so would
love to hear from anyone interested in setting up a club or society that would take advantage of the
indoor and outdoor space available. We have already been approached about some fitness classes
which is a great start, but any and all ideas will be considered, and no restrictions on age, ability,
gender etc – all welcome...
If you have a Facebook account, give us a follow/like – search for Huby Sports Field and Pavilion –
where we will be posting regular updates on activity surrounding the project.
Otherwise, if you have any comments or suggestions then please contact us on -
hubyplayingfields_northyorks@yahoo.com or go directly to any of the playing fields project
group: Simon and Jackie Bullough, Sara White, Helen Barnes, Paul Eastwood, Lynn Wagstaff, or
Tom Birkinshaw. Huby Playing Fields Association Committee

Huby Sports Field and Pavilion Update

As you are probably aware, Neil and Nikki Willetts will leave the "Rose and Crown" on
1 May. The pub remains on the market as both a freehold and a lease but although
there have been several viewings, there is clearly a large gap between the asking price
and the price that potential owners (including the CIC) and tenants are willing to pay.
The CIC has asked the Simpsons (owners) to re-assess their commercial ambitions but
their agent is adamant that the current asking price reflects the market.

John Lister

Mothers Day
Three sittings at 12:00, 2:30 and 4:30
To avoid disappointment, book your
reservation with Neil or Nikki -

01347 811111



Easingwold Men’s Shed
Before the pandemic, Easingwold District Community Care Association (EDCCA) launched a new
community initiative in Easingwold for local residents and the surrounding areas. It was called Men’s
Sheds and despite an initial surge of interest, due to various reasons it didn’t proceed any further.
With life returning to some form of normality and with a new
vigour with some new men keen to progress the project we
are looking at starting it up again.
After retirement, following the pandemic or when personal
circumstances change, it is common for men to feel a little at
a loss and to miss workmates, friends, relationships and
banter. Men’s Sheds is all about providing a community space
for men who would like to rebuild social connections. Its aim
is to give men the opportunity to enjoy the company of
others, taking, sharing, creating and doing something
practical.
Men’s Sheds activities are decided by the group. Some groups are involved in DIY, making, mending
and repairing all sorts of items, large and small.
There are about 500 Men’s Sheds in this country and more information can be found on the web
https://menssheds.org.uk/

To find out more and decide if you would like to get involved do contact the office 01347 822875 or
info@edcca.org.uk

For more information contact David Brown who lives in Sutton 07789 900 939
We are also looking for a venue, so if anyone knows of a building in Easingwold or surrounding villages
which could be used as a workshop then please contact David.

Sutton on the Forest and Huby Gardening Club
It’s more than likely that you’ve heard of the sudden death of our Chairman,
Willie Anderson on 1st October.
Willie was the Gardening Club. He took over the Club when it had only 20
members. Their subs would scarcely cover the cost of a speaker and the hall
hire. He was instrumental in encouraging members from Huby to join, by
holding alternate meetings there. In addition, he recruited people to join
from nearby clubs that had closed. As a result, we now have more than 80
members and a bank balance. He encouraged the Club to organise Open
Gardens and did a lot of the work himself. These events have raised tens of
thousands of pounds for charities serving the York area and for village good causes. Local children were
encouraged into gardening with potato growing and pelargonium competitions. He had a no-nonsense
Scottish manner, encouraging numerous locals, often not members, to help in a way they found
impossible to resist.
At the request of the Committee, I have accepted the Chairmanship of the Club, but Willie will be a
very hard act to follow so I hope members will forgive any lapse in standards.
Our meetings in 2022 as usual, alternate between Sutton and Huby village halls and start at 7.45pm.
They are advertised on the notice boards of both villages and members are reminded by e-mail. You
can join at any meeting and so obtain concessions from several local gardening goods suppliers, or just
come as a visitor.
I’m happy to answer any questions you have about the club, preferably by e-mail djj3@btinternet.com
or if you prefer by phone, 01347 810208.
Here are our meetings for the rest of 2022:
23 March, Huby, Mark I’Anson “Gardening month by month”
27 April, Sutton, Barbara Hickman, “Helmsley Walled Garden” and AGM
There’s still time to book our outings, details at the meetings.
We start again in September.
Let’s hope we have a great gardening year - we deserve it! Derek Jacobs
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Sutton on the Forest YCA
Christmas seems a long time ago, but at our December meeting we enjoyed a festive talk by
Chris Cade on Charles Dickens ‘A Christmas Carol’. Chris has entertained us before and we
were delighted to have a return visit.
This engaging talk, plus mulled wine and Christmas cake, a sumptuous raffle, and good
company, softened the blow of having to stump up for both our annual subs and our annual
meal in one go.
We thoroughly enjoyed a delicious annual meal in mid January, at the Rose and Crown. This
year we had a lunch for the first time, and it was generally agreed that not having to go out in
the evening, in the cold and dark, was very relaxing. Our thanks go to Neil and Nikki who
opened the pub and took on staff especially for us.
We were delighted to welcome our very own Alison Kitchen to deliver the talk at our February
meeting. Alison has enchanted us before with beautiful slides and fascinating anecdotes of her
travels, including visits to Japan and the Baltic. This time, Alison was talking about her trips to
Western Canada and the Rockies, but we were thrilled that she included some family history.
Alison told us that she spent her early life in Ceylon. Later, her father became an oil geologist,
having completed a PhD at Durham University after he was demobbed from his post-war time
in the RAF. He joined Shell and was posted to Libya where the family lived in Tripoli. Alison
and her brother were eventually sent to boarding school, but joined their parent’s during the
holidays in The Hague, Turkey, Oman and then Holland again. The family finally moved to
Calgary in Canada in 1985 where Alison’s parents remained until 2018. They are now both living
in York at the ripe old age of 95.
As a consequence, Alison has travelled to Canada many times over the years. She toured us
through some of the highlights, with her customary beautiful slides. There are certainly plenty
of wonderful things to see and do, and I don’t think I am the only person running straight to
the Travel Agent. The Rocky Mountaineer was already on my bucket list. It is a bit like a
cruise, but by train through the Rockies. Amazing scenery, sight seeing trips and gorgeous food
- what’s not to like? Thanks to Alison, I now know to also visit Calgary Heritage Park (a bit
like Beamish), the Calgary Stampede (a celebration of indigenous and modern culture that lasts
for two weeks) and what to look at in Vancouver. Sutton-on-the-Forest does feel rather sleepy
by comparison.
If you haven’t paid your subs yet and would still like to become a member for 2022, there is
plenty of time. Alternatively, if you can only attend occasionally and would like to come when
you can as a guest (for which there is a small charge at each visit) you would be very welcome.
You would however, miss out on the trips and treats that members enjoy.
Meetings continue to be held on the first Wednesday of most months and begin at 7.30pm in
the Grey Village Hall. All women are welcome to attend.
Wednesday March 2nd - The Determined Women of Minster Yard by Glennis White
Wednesday April 6th - An Early Interest in Crime by Robert Stewart
Wednesday May 4th - The Mysterious life story of Agatha Christie by Pat Osborne
Wednesday June 1st - The Wonders of the Waterways by Richard Willis

Caroline Mytum 01347 810969 - Irene Martin 07752 154 901 - Barbara Jacobs 01347 810208

News Roundup - Save the Date
Gather your friends and family and join us for a good old knees-up at the distillery on
Saturday 11th June 2022 for the Cooper King Summer Bash. More details to follow, but
there'll be live musicians, fabulous local food, garden games and more, so be sure to
pop it in your diary - See you there, Chris and Abbie



RAF East Moor
FAMILYMemorial Service

SATURDAY
14 MAY 2022, 2.30PM

THE POUND, SUTTONONTHE FOREST

PLEASE COME AND HELP US TO REMEMBER THOSEWHO
FLEWOUTOF OUR VILLAGE NEVER TO RETURN

AND AFTERWARDS ENJOY AFTERNOON TEA
IN THE GREY VILLAGE HALL

On behalf the Parish Council

We’ve all heard the recent headlines about increasing
electricity prices and the stark choices many people will

have to make. Few of us know exactly how this will affect us and
if you find you are struggling please remember that the Surviving Winter Fund is there to help you
now – not just in Winter.
All Hallows Church and Easingwold Food Bank set up the Surviving Winter Fund to help residents in
the Parish with fuel costs but no one realised then what increases were coming. The fund is made up of
contributions from people who receive the annual Government Winter Fuel payment to over 65s but
feel they do not need their payment so look to donate it. The fund is not just available in winter though
– you can access it anytime of the year if you need help.
How can we be sure that beneficiaries are truly in need?Due to the complete confidentiality of
the fund, only Frank from the Food Bank, and sometimes the vicar, will know who the recipients are.
We ask that you believe us when we say people do not ask for help easily. It takes courage and true
need to approach a food bank for help; Frank’s experience of working with people in the area gives him
an understanding of need and how to encourage people to accept offers of help.
If you need help please apply in confidence via Easingwold and Villages Food Bank 07724 444 750

Help with Electricity Price Rises

Don’t be cold - emergency cash for hea�ng is available
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Sponsorship packages available
Gold, Silver and Bronze packages give a variety of benefits

or sponsor an amount of your choice

Entries for classic and vintage vehicle classes: vehiclesathubyandsu�onshow@gmail.com

For more informa�on on trade stands, sponsorship and
classes contact the show secretary: vickicwaite@gmail.com

Sunday 3 July 2022
Su�on Park, Su�on on the Forest YO61 1DP

If you would be interested in volunteering with the show contact Vicki
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Future dates for receipt of articles and reports for inclusion in the Sutton Times are -
Summer - Last week in May for publication first week in June
Autumn - Last week in August for publication first week in September
Winter - Last week in November for publication first week in December

And Finally

Michael Kitchen, 01347 810685, michaelkitchen@me.com

Contacts and Phone numbers
Services
Huby & Sutton Community Shop 811451
Stillington Shop & Post Office 810322
Reliance Buses 01904 768262
National Rail enquiries 08457 484950
Village Hall bookings 810978
Schools
Huby Primary School 810432
Sutton on Forest Primary School 810230
Easingwold School 821451

Hambleton District Council
Stone Cross, Northallerton DL6 2UU
www.hambleton.gov.uk
01609 779977
District Councillor: Di Watkins
01904 764434
cllr.di.watkins@hambleton.gov.uk

North Yorkshire Police
Main switchboard
(General contact) 101

(Control Room immediately relay reported
incidents to appropriate police officer)
Crimestoppers
(Reports to Crimestoppers are confidential and
you may receive a reward) 0800 555111
Drugs helpline 0800 776600
Victim Support 01904 636905

NHS
York District Hospital 01904 631313
NHS 111 111 (available 24/7)
www.111.nhs.uk
Doctors
Millfield Surgery, Easingwold 821557

Stillington Surgery 810332

Tollerton Surgery 839231

Parish Council
Parish Clerk:
Sue Bracewell 01347 810148
suttonontheforestpc@gmail.com
Councillors:
Bob Shearman (chair) 811264
Don Rankin 810995
Quentin Matthews 810898
Rhona McMeekin 811428
Tony Prowde 811058
Next Parish meeting:
TBC - see suttonontheforestvillage.org.uk for details

North Yorkshire County Council
County Hall,
Northallerton DL7 8AD
www.northyorks.gov.uk
01609 780780
County Councillor: Caroline Patmore

On 19 September 2021 the post box
close to the church was taken away as
apparently the pole holding the box was
rotten.
After much effort from many people in the
village, a new post box with metal pole
was installed on 11 January 2022 - almost
four months later!
Thank you to everybody who helped - Ed.


