
 
 
Minutes of a meeting of Sutton on the Forest Parish Council held on Wednesday 11 May 2022 
following the Annual meeting. 
 
Present:    Councillor Barry 

Councillor McMeekin 
   Councillor Prowde 
   Councillor Rankin 
   Councillor Shearman (Chair) 

 
In Attendance: Sue Bracewell (clerk) 
   County Councillor Michael Taylor (NYCC) 
 
1 member of the public 
 
Chairman welcomed our newly elected County Councillor, Malcolm Taylor to our meeting. 
 
Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr Watkins 

Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

22.19 Minutes of the meeting held on 9 March 2022 

19.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 9 March 2022 had been circulated.  These 
were agreed as a correct record, proposed Cllr Prowde and seconded Cllr McMeekin. 

22.20 Matters arising 

20.1 Memorial for Willie Anderson:  Cllr McMeekin had suggested a stone trough 
filled with flowers.  Cllr McMeekin offered to visit supplier in Harrogate to get an 
estimate.  Cllr Barry volunteered to look online for costings.  It was also agreed to look 
at costs of a bench.  Action Cllrs Barry and McMeekin 

20.2 Erosion of verges:  Cllr Shearman reported problem of grass verges being 
eroded.  As Main Street verges were registered common land, we had asked Cllr 
Patmore if she could organise a highway engineer to come and give us our options.  
Cllr Taylor informed us that Alne has put kerbs in using a Public Works Loan.  It was 
suggested that we might contact the clerk at Alne for more information (Nigel Knapton 
clerk) Cllr Taylor informed us that Highways work is now back in house at NYCC.  The 
mini roundabout in the village also causes issues and perhaps this could be looked at 
at the same time.  Action clerk and Cllr Shearman. 

22.21 Public Participation 



21.1 There was no public participation. 

22.22 Report from North Yorkshire County Council 

22.1 County Cllr Taylor reported that for ten months NYCC would be running in 
tandem with HDC.   Unitary authority comes into force on 2 April 2023.  It had been 
agreed that the changeover should be seamless with no loss of services to the public. 

22.23 Report from Hambleton District Council 

23.1 District Cllr Watkins sent apologies    

22.24 Finance 

24.1 The Governance Statement was approved, proposed by Cllr McMeekin and 
seconded by Cllr Rankin 

24.2 The Asset register was approved, proposed by Cllr Barry and seconded by Cllr 
McMeekin. 

24.3 The audited year end accounts were approved, proposed by Cllr Prowde and 
seconded by Cllr Rankin. 

24.4 The Exemption Certificate for submission to the auditors was approved, 
proposed Cllr Shearman and seconded by Cllr McMeekin. 

24.5 The audit documents for publication on the website were approved.  Proposed 
by Cllr Shearman and seconded by Cllr McMeekin. 

24.6 A payment of £75 was agreed to our local auditor.  Proposed Cllr McMeekin and 
seconded by Cllr Shearman. 

24.7 The Clerks salary for year commencing 1 April 2022 was agreed at £3744 and 
back pay of £62.40 for the previous year.  Proposed Cllr Shearman and seconded by 
Cllr Prowde. 

24.8 CIL money received from HDC of £3250.50 was proposed to be used either for 
kerbstones to protect common land verges or for a footpath through Moor End. 

24.9 Cllr Barry pointed out that the road signs at the T junction coming into the village 
were very dirty and he asked if it was possible to clean them. 

24.10   Moor End Noticeboards:  Confirmation was agreed for the new design at a cost 
of £100.00   Two quotes had been received for the production of the signs and it was 
agreed to accept the vinyl option.  Clerk was asked to check that the new inners would 
be drilled ready for screwing to the noticeboards.  Proposed Cllr McMeekin and 
seconded by Cllr Prowde. 

22.25 Moor End 

25.1 A new footpath at Well Lane entrance was proposed.  It was agreed to leave 
installing the new noticeboard until heavy work is done.  Rob Delaney could easily 
make new footpath.  It was also suggested we improve the Carr Lane entrance by 



improving area around the noticeboard.  Cllr Shearman to get an estimate from Rob 
Delaney.  Action:  Cllr Shearman 

25.2 Ruts to the side of the footpath have recently been filled.  Cllr McMeekin to 
check work done in accordance with the Licence.   Action: Cllr McMeekin 

22.26 Planning 

26.1 The planning update as circulated was noted.   

22.27 Reports from village organisations 

27.1 Village Hall: The recent event had been poorly attended but was a very good 
evening.  Two events are planned later in the year.  Electricity costs will go up 
considerably in the autumn.  Cllr McMeekin suggested that the village hall insurance 
might be incorporated into the Parish Council insurance.  Action:  clerk 

27.2 Playing Field.  no report this time. 

22.28 Jubilee:  It was agreed to provide funding of £500 to the event being organised by 
Robert Sheffield, proposed Cllr McMeekin, seconded Cllr Barry. 

22.29 Yorkshire Water:  Engineers had inspected both pumping stations (6 minute timings 
fine) and capacity of pipes (5” right) but found pipework heavily silted.  This was not 
surprising given volume of traffic on un-kerbed road. Having de-silted the pipes and re-
mapped the pipework, they expressed confidence there should be no further spillage 
for at least 2 years.  Should spillage recur, a video would be more helpful than still 
photographs. The case for capital expenditure on the whole system had not been 
abandoned but the cost (beginning with survey for c£50,000 ) could only be justified if 
these ‘housekeeping’ measures failed.    

29.1 Cllr Shearman said that he did not understand how silting of road gulleys and de-
silting surface water run-off pipes to their outfall in the ditch had any effect on the 
overtopping of the foul sewer pipes. By definition, these systems are not connected to 
the foul sewers in Carr Lane.  

22.30 Insurance:  It was agreed to accept the renewal at £1049.50 on a three year 
agreement. 

22.31 Date of next meeting 

Next meeting Wednesday 13 July 2022, 7.30pm 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.45pm 
 
These minutes are considered draft until ratified at the next Parish Council meeting. 


