
Minutes of a meeting of Sutton on the Forest Parish Council 
Wednesday 12 July 2024, 7:30 pm 
 
Present Councillor Knighton (Chair) 
  Councillor Barry 
  Councillor McMeekin 
  Councillor Prowde 
  Councillor Rankin 
  Councillor Shearman 
 
Present Councillor Taylor (NYC) 
  2 members of the public 
 
1 Apologies: Sue Bracewell (Parish Clerk) 
 
2 Declarations of interest: None 
 
3 Report from NYC (Councillor Taylor): update of current relevant NYC business 

with specific reference to the new award of school bus contracts. 
 

There was some discussion about solar panels at Laughton House and whether 
or not this falls within permitted development in a conservation area. Councillor 
Taylor was going to pick this up with Peter Jones. 

 
 
4 Minutes of meeting of 8 May 2024, received and agreed. (Proposed Cllr Knighton, 

Seconded Cllr Prowde) 
 
5 Matters arising: 
 Rose & Crown: Noted that prospects for a new tenant look good 
  

Granite sets on Main Street: Cllr McMeekin reported latest from NYC and 
considered the latest estimates for the work to be reasonable but in the light of 
the greatly increased costs well above expectations aired the view that it would 
be unreasonable to burden council tax payers with the costs of a treasury loan 
for these capital works. The council generally agreed that further action was 
innappropriate. 

  
Moor End: The release of the weavils was imminent and the council whilst 
generally agreeing that this was the correct course of action to tackle the weed 
problem remain braced for the consequences. 



 
6 Public participation: 
 The public present noted that they were only in attendance to hear any update of 

the village pub and did not wish to make any further representations. 
 
7 Chairman’s Report: PC to pursue replacing the rotten post on the Pound fencing; 

Letter of thanks for refurbishment of village bench in Main Street sent; Debate 
over the removal of the sycamore tree in the playing fields, some viewing it as a 
long term danger others considering that all trees should be preserved until 
proven dangerous. In a recorded vote on a proposal to remove the tree the 
council voted not to pursue the removal of the tree. (McMeekin-for, Barry-
against, Shearman-against, Rankin-against, Prowde-for, Knighton-for. In a tied 
vote the chair voted to maintain the status quo, the motion was therefore lost.) 

  
 It was agreed to ask for the visibility splay at the entrance to Manor Court be 

added to our grass cutting contract.  Action:  clerk 
 
 
8 Finance 
 (a) Approve the payments: Approved 
 (b) Receive the financial update: received  
 
9 Update on service charge for The Green: Chair to draft a communication 

summarising the respective responsibilities of the Parish Council and the 
tenants with regard to maintenance issues and parking arrangements  Action 
Cllr Knighton/clerk 

 
10 Planning update: Received 
 
11 Reports 
 (a) Village Hall: Upcoming events outlined and hope for the hall to be Quicklined 

to get full internet access. 
 (b) Newsletter: Noted 
 (c) Playing Field : report of damage to tables; concerns over low hanging tree 

branches 
 (d) Social Media communications: increased Facebook use age noted. 
 
12 Date of next meeting: Wednesday 11 September 2024 at 7:30 PM in the Grey 

Village Hall. 
  
 


