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Parish Council News
Summer is round the corner and the village begins to look its best.  So, it’s a big thank you to 
everyone who volunteered to take part in the annual litter pick on 12th April.  As you can see 
from the picture below, it was very successful.
Our thanks also to the Playing Field Committee 
and all the volunteers, who took part in the 
Spring Maintenance day.  This is an essential task for 
keeping the playing field in good order and we encourage 
residents to take part.  On another note, a full 
replacement of the agility trail is being planned as 
some timber posts have failed.  Plans for the 
annual 10k run in September are progressing.
The annual remembrance service for the Canadian 
Airmen both those who served at and those who did not 
return from wartime missions from the airfield at Eastmoor was held at the war memorial at 
the east end of Main Street on the 16th May and was well attended.  The newsletter contains a 
full report produced by Lt. Jason Kelly of 415 Squadron RCAF (see report later - Ed.) 
The Parish Council held its annual general meeting on 13th May to elect the office 
bearers and agree the audit arrangements for the coming municipal year. This was followed on 
27th by the May ordinary meeting of the council. As well as routine business, the council 
discussed improvements to the traffic arrangements at the roundabout at the junction of Main 
Street, Carr Lane and Stillington Road.  North Yorkshire 
Councillor Taylor, will organise a meeting on site with 
the Parish Council and The Highways Authority, to look 
at ways to prevent large vehicles from mounting the 
verges.  Improvement to the bus stop are also being 
considered.  Signs for Playing field about keeping dogs 
away from the play area, have been commissioned and 
will be put up in the near future.
Plans for the Memorial garden in the orchard area 
are being considered.  Our thanks to John Barrass, for 
the work he has put into drawing up a scheme.  We shall 
have to remove a number of self-seeded sycamore trees, 
but we’d like to retain as many of the original apple trees 
as possible.  Below is a picture showing the current 
overgrown state of the orchard and an AI generated 
image of how it might look.
We have to say goodbye to Don Rankin from the 
Parish Council, who has left Sutton after many 
years.  Don’s planning expertise has been an 
invaluable resource over the years.  It means there 
is a vacancy.  Whilst the next election is not until 2027 
volunteers can be co-opted onto the council in the 



meantime. Anyone interested is strongly encouraged to contact the Parish Clerk, Sue 
Bracewell, who can advise on the role, as can any of the current members of the council.
Finally, we would like to thank Michael Kitchen for the hard work he has done over the 
years in pulling together and producing The Sutton Times.  Michael is retiring from this 
position, which means we are looking for volunteers to take over the role.  Michael will make 
all the necessary software available.  Please contact Sue Bracewell if you would like to help.

Robert Barry

Grey Village Hall
Centenary Celebration, Saturday 20th June from 7:00pm
Imagine Sutton a century ago in the summer of 1926 when the Main Street was lined with farms, there were 
shops, pubs, chapels, and work was going on to put up a village hall. Although the Grey Village Hall wasn’t 
officially opened until the October of that year we thought the summer would be a good time to hold its 100th 
birthday party. We are inviting village residents to an informal cocktail party with live musical entertainment 
from local group, the Hollywood Sisters singing old favourites from the 1920s onwards. There will be free drinks 
to welcome you, canapés, and a bar available throughout the evening. And if you would like to get in the mood 
by dressing in retro style from a previous decade that would be lovely though certainly not obligatory. We do 
hope there will be a good turnout to make the evening go with a swing.
Entry is free (initially two people per household) but we do need to know numbers so please let us know by 12th 
June.
Contact Rhona McMeekin, 01347 811428  r.mcmeekin@zen.co.uk  or gvillagehall@gmail.com
We are hoping to gather together enough historical information about the hall and Sutton in general to exhibit 
at another event in the autumn, close to the 1926 opening date. Do let us know if you have any material that 
would be of interest: documents, objects, photos, recollections - anything relating to the village in times past.

Kim Phillips



Rose & Crown
Just a reminder:
 • First Thursday of the month for the (young?) men
 • Second Thursday of the month for the Sutton Ladies
 • Third Wednesday of the month for the BOFS
  (mature men – 60 and upwards)

All at 8pm and all welcome.
For further information contact:

David (07789 900939) & Margaret (07733 075791) Brown
or Frank Gutierrez (01347 810260) -BOFS

We’re open Tuesday to Sunday every week, and always 
happy to hear from you. If you’d like to get in touch or 
make a reservation, please use the contact details 
below — we recommend calling ahead, especially for 
Sunday lunch! We recommend ringing after 5pm 
during the week to reach us!
Telephone: 01904 463117
E-mail: roseandcrownsutton@outlook.com
Address: Main St, Sutton-on-the-Forest, York YO61 1DP



Your Community Shop
Needs You!

Huby & Sutton Community Shop is more 
than just a place to pick up essentials—it’s 
a vital part of the two villages life. Stocking 
everyday items and local produce, it offers 
both convenience and a friendly welcome 
at the heart of the community.

Opening times:
Shop:
Monday–Friday 8am–6pm
Saturday 8am–12.30pm
Sunday 9am–11.30am
Post Office:
Monday–Friday 9am–5pm 
Saturday 9am–12 noon 

Thady Senior, Member of the shop's Management Committee

What makes the shop truly special is that it is run entirely by local volunteers. 
Every shift helps keep this much-loved facility open for everyone.
But to keep it going—and to protect these opening hours—the shop urgently 
needs more volunteers. Whether you can spare a regular morning, an 
occasional shift, or just a few hours each month, your help will make a real 
difference.
Volunteering is flexible, sociable and rewarding, offering a great way to meet 
people and support your village.
Interested? Pop in and speak to the team—you’ll be made very welcome

June 7th 10.00am Holy Communion
June 14th  8.00am Holy Communion BCP
June 21st 10.00am Morning Prayer
June 28th 10.00am Family Church (informal)
July 5th 10.00am Holy Communion
July 12th  8.00am Holy Communion BCP
July 19th 10.00am Morning Prayer
July 26th 10.00am Family Church (informal)

Services for June and July

We are introducing a new service especially for families which will take place at 10.00am 
on the 4th Sunday of each month, This a very informal event for children of all ages.

You can be assured of  a warm welcome at any of  these services.
The church is open every day from c9.00am to late afternoon.
If  you would like to consult the vicar re baptisms, weddings or 
funerals please call 810251 or email benefice.admin@gmail.com

All Hallows Church
Sutton on the Forest and Huby



Sutton on the Forest Playing Field Association
We held our Spring Maintenance Day on Sunday 19th April and a small number of volunteers met to 
tidy up the borders by cutting back hedges and overgrowing tree branches. As has been common in 
recent years number were low and, whilst we thank those that did give up a few hours of their Sunday 
afternoon, we do hope more people will join us in the future. Success of the playing field relies on the 
help of the community. Without volunteers to carry out simple tasks such as hedge cutting, cleaning 
equipment and minor repairs to play equipment then the playing field will either fall into disrepair or 
we will spend money on employing trades to carry out these tasks leaving less to spend on new play 
equipment.
On a more positive note, we are planning to replace the 
agility trail. This was installed circa 2009 by Playdale 
and we have already replaced several of the low 
stepping logs and had the two high beams replaced 
due to rot, although this was free of charge when 
the new swings were instilled early 2025. Playdale 
guarantee timber above ground for 20 years against rot 
and any timber installed directly in the ground for 15 years. 
We are therefore out of the guarantee period for timber installed 
directly in the ground and will soon be out of the guarantee period for other timber. Earlier this year 
one of the medium timber poles snapped due to rot and has had to be fenced off for safety. The Playing 
Field Committee decided now was the right time to replace as we may find ourselves replacing 
components year after year.
By the time of this publication, we will have held our initial meeting with Playdale and another 
meeting planned for end-June for them to present the design and quotation. As you can imagine agility 
trails are build up by many components so there will be several options, the only constraints being the 
space and our bank balance! If anyone has any particular thoughts or requests then please contact me 
and we can consider.
We are starting to make plans for this years’ Sutton 10k to be held on Sunday 27th September at 
11am. If you want to take part in the race all details are on our webpage www.sutton10k.org. This is 
one of the villages main events and creates a fun and social atmosphere to enjoy whether you are 
taking part in the race, supporting friends/relatives taking part or just coming to enjoy a sweet treat 
and cup of tea from the tea tent. It also raises approximately £2,500 - £3,000 which is used for major 
equipment repairs or to purchased new equipment. For those that have helped us in the past we are 
very grateful and hope to count on your support this year. 
For those new to the village we set up the course, including tents/gazebos on the playing field, the 
finish line and signs throughout the course, on the Saturday prior to the race and then on the Sunday 
we need a number of roles filling including marshals, lead bike (to lead the runners through Sutton 
Park and out on to Carr Lane) and back bike (to follow the last runners). We then take all of the 
equipment down and pack away after the race. If you are interested in helping please contact me.

Mark Lee 07773 971792

Isabelle and Ella from Galtres Rainbows in Huby, were recently awarded 
their Gold award. 
They completed 6 theme awards in the Rainbow programme and several 
Interest badges. Isabelle designed a poster to show the activities she 
enjoyed and Ella completed a scrapbook.
Isabelle is now moving on to Brownies and Ella will be joining later in the 
year
Flower Owl was also awarded her 10 year service badge by Division 
Commissioner Zoe.
The village Rainbow unit in Huby meets on Wednesday evenings - 5-6pm, for girls aged 
5-7 years.
There is a waiting list for girls to join Rainbows, to register your daughter please visit: 
www.girlguiding.org.uk  For more information please email: firstgaltresrainbows@gmail.com

Rainbows achieve Gold Award
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Sutton and Huby Gardening Club
The group’s season of visiting speakers, that runs from September to April has come to an end and we 
are now enjoying group outings. Hilary somehow manages to find new gardens for us to visit and has 
not disappointed us this year. We kicked off with a coach trip to Burnby Hall 
Gardens in April to see the wonderful display of tulips throughout the gardens. 
There was a guided tour by the Head Gardener and an opportunity to take lunch 
in the tea rooms. 
On the 9th June we are making a visit to Swindon House Farm near Harrogate. 
On the 24th June we are making an evening visit to Shandy Hall where, as well as 
a talk, there will be a tour of the house and gardens.
By time you read this, we will have held our Open Gardens event in Sutton on the 
24th and 25th May. We open the gardens every 2 years in aid of charities and local 
good causes. This year we will make a donation to St Leonard’s Hospice and to the Alzheimer’s Society. 
There were 10 open gardens in Sutton village as well as Sutton Park. There was also a plant sale, a brass 
band, singer with a guitar, lunches and teas in the hall. You can read know how it went at the end. 
We will also be holding an Open Garden Evening in Huby on the 16th July. This will be for members 
only. If you would like to become a member of the group, you can e-mail us at -

suttonandhubygardeningclub@gmail.com
We look forward to meeting you as a member or guest at one of our events. Meetings recommence in 
September on the 4th Wednesday of the month, alternating between Sutton and Huby Village Halls. 
Doors open at 7.30 pm for the guest speaker to start at 7.45 pm. Look out from September onwards for 
posters advertising the upcoming meetings.

Hot off the press!
What a glorious Bank Holiday Weekend!

Couldn't have been better (though perhaps a little cooler) for our Open Gardens event.
More people than ever came to view our gardens, buy plants, listen to the band and singer, and have 
lunch or afternoon tea in the village hall.  These photos only give a brief snapshot of the beautifully 
tended gardens but I am sure that we will have the opportunity of viewing more of the photos at one of 
our Gardening Club meetings. I will give details of the money raised for charity in the next edition of 
this magazine. Photo credits Alice Jacobs

Pam Bankes, Chairman, Sutton-on-the-Forest & Huby Gardening Club







EDCCA provides many local services and activities to support the local community.
Are you needing a volunteer car driver to take you to your medical appointment, 

we can supply the driver and a car to get you there.
We have a sitting and befriending service if you are feeling lonely or would like 
someone to be with your loved one whilst you have a few hours to yourself.
If you are needing some shopping collecting or your prescription delivered to 

you, we are able to help with this.
Our EDCCA coffee morning is on the 9th June, from 10am until noon. Why not 

pop along enjoy some free tea, coffee and tasty cake, meet old friends or make new 
ones. In the lounge area of the Galtres Centre, free to attend.

We have a crossword club, a Knit and Natter group plus we can hire out wheelchairs.
Our Meals on Wheels scheme provides a tasty 2 course meal delivered by our volunteers, cost £9.50 per day.
The charity boutique on Long Street welcomes new volunteers, donations of clothing for men and women plus 
books and bric a brac.
For the men we have Men in Sheds, a space just for the men to chat, or try some craft activities.
The Hub club is our Dementia day centre, open on Tuesdays and Friday 10am until 3pm.
Our next excursion will be to Grassington on 25th June, fare £20.
We have daily Food Share stalls outside Cozie in the small Galtres Car park.
If you require food urgently we have our EDCCA Food Bank, call 0772 44 44 750, all calls in confidence.
Many thanks, Sam Wilson, Coordinator Client Contact and Foodshare Scheme

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30am to 12.30pm
Easingwold District Community Care Association
Police House
Church Hill
Easingwold York
YO61 3JX

Tel: 01347 822875
sam@edcca.org.uk  https://edcca.org.uk/

EDCCA is pleased to share that Becky officially 
took over as Chief Officer in January. Over the past 
few months, she has settled into the role well and 
has been getting to know the team, our volunteers, 
and the wider community.
Becky is passionate about supporting local people 
and is already exploring new ways that EDCCA can 
continue to help and strengthen our community. 
She is very much looking forward to working closely 
with residents, local groups, and partner 
organisations in the months ahead.
As always, our services rely heavily on the kindness 
and support of volunteers. We are currently looking 
for volunteers to assist with our Car Scheme, 
helping local residents get to appointments and 
essential journeys, as well as volunteers for our 
Sitting and Befriending Services, offering 
companionship and support to those who may feel 
isolated. Even a small amount of time can make a 
big difference to someone in our community.
We are also excited to say that we have some new 
ideas and projects in the pipeline, which we hope to 
share with everyone once they are up and running.
If you would like to find out more about 
volunteering with EDCCA or the services we 
provide, please do get in touch — we would 
love to hear from you on info@edcca.org.uk

Becky Guy, Chief Officer



Prescription pickups
For the last 5 years Simon and I have (via a network of volunteers) done pick ups for prescriptions for residents 
in Huby and Sutton - Tel 01347 810873

Thank you, Jackie Bullough



Surviving Winter Summer Fuel Fund
All Hallows Church and Easingwold and Villages’ Food bank have a fund to help residents in Sutton and Huby 

struggling with the cost of heating 

Crikey - what crazy prices for oil and lpg we have at the moment

If you desperately need to fill up now and are struggling please do ask for some help

We can help with the cost of oil, lpg or electric

If you know anyone who this could help please encourage them to ring 07724 444 750

in complete confidence – just leave a message

Surviving Winter Fund set up by All Hallows Church and administered by Easingwold Food Bank

Huby & Sutton Show 2026
Our annual agricultural show will be on Sunday 5 July!
Schedules are now available as a hard copy or online at:
www.hubyandsuttonshow.org.uk
Bookings are now being taken for tradestands, please email: 
tradestandshubyandsuttonshow@gmail.com for more information
We also have several sponsorship packages available with benefits, please email: 
info@hubyandsuttonshow.org.uk
To enter the vehicle display classes: vehiclesathubyandsuttonshow@gmail.com
If anyone is interested in helping with setting up the showfield or on the day please email: 
infoathubyandsuttonshow@gmail.com
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For a few days in the middle of May, the small parish of Sutton-on-the-Forest, Yorkshire, 
UK, holds a ceremony of special significance. This year, as in years past, several RCAF 
members from 415 and 429 Squadrons had the honour of travelling across the Atlantic 
to take part in a ceremony that remembers such history and sacrifice. 

The RAF East Moor Ceremony, held each May at the sundial cairn in the centre of the 
village, is one steeped in both history and sacrifice. 
Originally established by Canadian veterans and 
families in 1990, this year’s ceremony on the 16th 
was the 36th to honour the airmen who served at 
RAF East Moor during the Second World War.

Those 36 years have done much to cement the 
legacy of RAF East Moor. Throughout the war years, 
East Moor was home to approximately 1,800 RCAF 
and RAF personnel, which included three RCAF 
squadrons: 415, 429, and 432. In July 1944, 415 
Squadron moved from Coastal Command to Bomber 
Command. After arriving at East Moor in July 1944, 
415 Squadron flew more than 100 bombing missions 
in the Handley Page Halifax, focusing their attention on built-up fortifications and gun 
batteries on the German coast. Of the 1,800 airmen stationed at East Moor during the 
final years of the war, 640 flew their last mission there, giving their lives in service to 
their countries. 

It is this history of sacrifice that both the village and RCAF 
members strive to remember, sending delegates as often as 
possible to show respect not only for the sacrifice itself, but 
also for the people of Sutton-on-the-Forest, who continue to 
remember our history as their own.

For this year’s memorial, 415 Squadron was represented by 
Lieutenant Jason Kelsey and Master Warrant Officer Ian 
MacNeil, while 429 Squadron was represented by Honorary 
Colonel Aleesha Camp, Lieutenant Colonel Cole McGregor, 
Chief Warrant Officer Jason Hamley, and Captain Adam Abdelhamed.

EAST MOOR MEMORIAL 2026

Remembering the contribution of RCAF members from 415, 429, and 432
Squadrons during the Second World War
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The first stop on the event schedule was historic Sutton Park, the Officers’ Mess and 
home to RCAF aircrew during the war. Mr. Robert Sheffield, as in years past, was again a 
gracious host, walking the us through his family home and gardens while speaking on 
the history and significance of the area on a beautiful Friday afternoon.

After being hosted for lunch by the event’s organiser Tony Prowde and his wife Sue, we 
made for the local primary school, where children looked on curiously at the strangely 
dressed Canadians. Capt Abdelhamed and Lt Kelsey presented a brief history of their 
respective squadrons, including current operational roles and capabilities, while MWO 
MacNeil delighted the children with games and gifts from Canada. The children (and 
instructors) were wonderful hosts, and were thoroughly engaged throughout while 
asking thoughtful questions as we shared about our respective Squadrons. 

MWO Ian MacNeil delivers the opening address

The day of the ceremony, Saturday, finally 
dawned, blossoming into a perfect day — not too 
cool and not too warm, with high clouds floating 
lazily across a deep blue sky. As the townsfolk 
began to gather, Tony Prowde gave the opening 
remarks, preparing the crowd for a special sight 
— a low-level flypast by a C-17 Globemaster 
from 429 Squadron. After that opening 
excitement, the ceremony officially began with a 
moving speech by MWO MacNeil. Touching on 
the significance of the moment, he highlighted 
the bravery of all those involved during those 
years, including the townsfolk who supported the 
RCAF and RAF with their own level of sacrifice.

Lt Kelsey and MWO MacNeil engage with the children  at Sutton-on-the-Forest Primary School

RCAF members from 415 and 429 Sqns meet at Sutton Park with Mr.
Sheffield; Sutton Park was home to the aircrew and Officer's Mess







Future dates for receipt of articles and reports for the Sutton Times are -
Autumn - Last week in August for publication first week in September
Winter - Last week in November for publication first week in December
Spring - Last week in February for publication first week in March

Michael Kitchen
 01347 810685
 michaelkitchen@me.com
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Contacts and Phone numbers Services
Huby & Sutton Community Shop  811451
Stillington Shop & Post Office    810322     
Reliance Buses      01904 768262   
National Rail enquiries     08457 484950 
Village Hall bookings      810978   
Schools
Huby Primary School     810432
Sutton on Forest Primary School   810230 
Easingwold School     821451

North Yorkshire Council
County Hall Northallerton DL7 8AD
www.northyorks.gov.uk
0300 131 2131
Councillor: Malcolm Taylor
Cllr.Malcom.Taylor@northyorks.gov.uk

North Yorkshire Police

Main switchboard
(General contact)     101

(Control Room immediately relay reported 
incidents to appropriate police officer)
Crimestoppers
(Reports to Crimestoppers  are confidential and 
you may receive a reward)    0800 555111
Drugs helpline      0800 776600
Victim Support      01904 636905

NHS
York District Hospital                                              01904 631313
NHS 111                                                          111 (available 24/7)
www.111.nhs.uk

Doctors
Millfield Surgery, Easingwold                     01347 821557
Stillington Surgery                      01347 810332
Tollerton Surgery                       01347 839231

Councillor Bob Shearman 
Beech House, Carr Lane
shearman@suttonontheforestvillage.org.uk

01347 811264

Councillor Robert Barry
The Fold Yard, Main Street
Robert.barry@yahoo.co.uk

07823 334640
01347 811790

Councillor Ben Knighton
Manor House Farm, Carr Lane
knighton@suttonontheforestvillage.org.uk

07881 942759

Councillor Rhona McMeekin
Seniors Cottage, Main Street
r.mcmeekin@zen.co.uk
mcmeekin@suttonontheforestvillage.org.uk

01347 811428
07709 216669

Councillor Tony Prowde 
15 The Gowans
prowde@btinternet.com

01347 811058
07808 796689

Parish Clerk:
Sue Bracewell
Parish Clerk

07866 592820

parishclerk@suttonontheforestvillage.org.uk

Stillington Surgery and Patient Participation Group (Stillington PPG)
Stillington Surgery - Covid Spring Boosters and RSV vaccinations
Thank you to all patients who supported our Covid Spring Booster Campaign.  To date we have vaccinated 
over250 eligible patients.  
We are also currently running our RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus) vaccination campaign.  This is a one-time 
vaccination which from 1st April 2026 now includes all patients aged 80 years and over.  We will continue to 
contact eligible patients over the next few weeks.
Later this year we will be offering the covid autumn booster with our seasonal influenza vaccinations and we look 
forward to receiving your continued support with these.

Drs Metcalfe and Keen
Should you wish to make suggestions of ways to improve the Surgery service you can either -

write directly to Stillington Surgery stillingtonppg@btinternet.comstillington.admin@nhs.net


