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Parish Council News
With the days stretching longer and the first flowers beginning to appear around the village, it 
feels as though Spring is finally within touching distance. There is something uplifting about 
this time of year: increasingly lighter evenings and the promise of warmer days.
It is also a time to look ahead to new projects. One such project is the proposed memorial 
garden in the old orchard adjacent to the playing field. We have been very encouraged by the 
positive feedback received so far, along with a number of thoughtful and constructive 
suggestions. It is clear that many residents feel warmly about the idea and are keen to see it 
develop into a peaceful and fitting space for the whole community. Over the coming weeks, we 
will be surveying the area in more detail to help shape a practical and sensitive plan. As always, 
we are grateful for your continued interest and input, which play a vital role in ensuring the 
space reflects the wishes of the village.
We would also like to thank everyone who took the time to complete the recent survey 
regarding the Rose & Crown. There was widespread appreciation when it re-opened - many 
residents expressed how important the pub is to the social fabric of the village. However, it is 
fair to say that attendance by villagers has been somewhat lower than hoped. The survey will 
hopefully help to identify ways in which this might be improved, but ultimately the long-term 
success will depend on local support. As the saying goes: use it or lose it. A thriving pub can 
serve as a hub for community life, and we would encourage residents to make use of this valued 
asset whenever possible. These really are challenging times for village pubs, and without 
support they simply won’t survive. We’re hoping warmer weather will arrive and entice you all 
out to enjoy the beer garden. See you there!
We are fortunate to have the village playing field as a valuable open space for children and 
families to enjoy. Unfortunately, we have received increasing reports of dogs fouling the area, 
including around the play equipment and the football pitch. This is both unpleasant and a 
potential health concern. We kindly but firmly request that dogs are kept away from the 
designated play areas and that owners act responsibly at all times. A small number of incidents 
can have a disproportionate impact, and we would appreciate everyone’s cooperation in 
keeping this shared space clean and safe.
Overgrown footpaths and hedges continue to present challenges in parts of the village, with 
some walkways becoming significantly narrowed and, in places, almost impassable. We would 
like to extend our sincere thanks to those residents who have already put considerable effort 
into clearing paths and cutting back hedges near their properties. Your work makes a real 
difference. If you feel able to do so, we would once again ask residents to check and, where 
necessary, clear any excess growth. Working together in this way helps maintain both the 
appearance and accessibility of our village.
The annual memorial for the Royal Canadian Air Force will be at 2:30pm on Saturday 16 May 
2026. We are expecting an increase in the number of attendees this year. Once again, 
refreshments will be provided afterwards in the Grey Village Hall.
Our village litter pick will take place again this year on a suitable weekend in April (date to be 
confirmed). These events are always a positive and sociable way to make a visible difference to 
our surroundings. We are keen to welcome as many volunteers as possible. Please keep an eye 
out for notices around the village and updates on Facebook for further details.



Finally, we would like to ask for volunteers to help deliver the Sutton Times around the village 
each quarter. We are very grateful to those of you who have been reliably helping with this over 
the years, and we are aware that it can become a little onerous when we are down on numbers, 
so if you can spare a little time and would be willing to help deliver the newsletter, please let us 
know.

Ben Knighton, Sutton-on-the-Forest Parish Council, 07881 942759



Catering Assistant
Salary: £12.65 per hour
Contract: Permanent - Hours: 11.25 per week - Location: York, North 
Yorkshire, Sutton On The Forest Primary School, York
We have an opportunity to join our award-winning Facilities Management catering team where you 
will be providing tasty, nutritious, home-cooked meals made from locally sourced fresh produce.
We are a ‘fresh food’ organisation encouraging children and young people to choose nutritious meals 
and eat well, fuelling their appetite for learning. We are proud to offer a wide choice of healthy 
options to our children.
We are currently recruiting a Catering Assistant to join our team at Sutton On The Forest Primary 
School. Your role will be to support the Catering Manager in delivering an effective catering service, 
operating to the highest standards of food safety. Daily, you will be setting up the dining hall, serving 
meals to students and staff, washing up and cleaning the kitchen and dining room.
You will be a valued member of our friendly team who is reliable, dependable and committed, 
working from 11:00 to 13:15, totalling 11.25 hrs per week.
No weekend work!
You will work term time weeks only; however, you will receive equal monthly payments throughout the 
year. For this you will be paid £12.65 per hour, in addition to annual holiday and Bank Holiday 
entitlement.
What can we offer you?
In addition to your salary, we offer a range of great benefits to help you financially and make life a bit 
easier. These include:
• a local government pension scheme with 18.1% employer contribution
• salary sacrifice schemes
• employee discount benefits including shopping, supermarkets, gym discounts and more!
• travel loans
• Health Assured – confidential help and support for your wellbeing
Contact and apply
If you would like an informal chat, please contact Geraldine Johnson (Area Manager) on 07974427178 
or email Geraldine.johnson@northyorks.gov.uk
Please note: we will be interviewing whilst the role is live and reserve the right to close the advert 
should suitable candidates be appointed.

Grey Village Hall
Village Hall Centenary Year!
The village hall has now been standing for very nearly a whole century, something definitely worthy of 
note. A gift from the owner of Sutton Hall at the time, Mrs. Grey, it was erected during the summer of 
1926 and officially opened by her in October of that year. As a way of marking the occasion we thought 
we would hold a cocktail party with some musical entertainment and have chosen Saturday 20th June 
as the date. We intend the event to have a 1920s-style theme so everyone would be welcome to come 
dressed in character (if they feel like it, of course).
Closer to the official 1926 opening date we hope to mount a display of historical material relating to 
the hall and village in general. If anyone has any photos, documents or anything at all of interest we’d 
love to hear from you.
Date for the Diary: Saturday 20th June, Centenary Event (Cocktails and entertainment)
Our broadband provider, Quickline, tells us they have a ‘digital inclusion’ programme, as part of which 
they offer to run some free ‘digital skills workshops’.
We don’t have any more details and aren’t sure whether or not there would be a call for such so are 
trying to gauge interest. If you think this might possibly be of interest to you please let us know 
(perhaps indicating what specifically you might like to cover) and we can make enquiries.

Kim Phillips
gvillagehall@gmail.com - www.greyvillagehall.org - Find us on Facebook and Instagram



We’re open Tuesday to Sunday every week, and always 
happy to hear from you. If you’d like to get in touch or 
make a reservation, please use the contact details 
below — we recommend calling ahead, especially for 
Sunday lunch! We recommend ringing after 5pm 
during the week to reach us!
Telephone: 01904 463117
E-mail: roseandcrownsutton@outlook.com
Address: Main St, Sutton-on-the-Forest, York YO61 1DP

All Hallows Church
Sutton on the Forest
and Huby

Regular Services
1st Sunday in the month 10:00am Holy Communion
2nd Sunday in the month 8:00am Holy Communion
3rd Sunday in the month 10:00am Morning Prayer

We are introducing a new service especially for families 
which will take place at 10.30am on the 4th Sunday of 
each month, e.g.  22nd February and 22nd March.

Easter Services
15th Mar 10.00am Mothering Sunday Service
Mar 29th 10.00am Palm Sunday Service
5th April 10.00am Easter Day Service

You can be assured of a warm welcome at any of these services.
The church is open every day from c9.00am to late afternoon.
If you would like to consult the vicar re baptisms, weddings or 
funerals please call 810251 or email benefice.admin@gmail.com

Rose & Crown
Just a reminder:
 • First Thursday of the month for the (young?) men
 • Second Thursday of the month for the Sutton Ladies
 • Third Wednesday of the month for the BOFS
  (mature men – 60 and upwards)

All at 8pm and all welcome.
For further information contact:

David (07789 900939) & Margaret (07733 075791) Brown
or Frank Gutierrez (01347 810260) -BOFS



Sutton and Huby Gardening Club
Hello fellow gardeners, you’re probably not doing much actual gardening at the moment, but the 
snowdrops are starting to appear, signalling a new gardening year.
At the club we continue with our monthly meetings and outings throughout the 
coming year. We ended last year on a high note with dinner at The George, 
Easingwold. Food and venue were excellent, and everyone wants to do the same 
next year. 
We started this year with a talk by Sarah Hopps in Huby Village Hall, Sarah was as 
entertaining as ever, with slides showing her garden throughout the year. She also 
brought a colourful display of plants for sale which were very popular and showed 
that we have no excuse for a dull garden, no matter what the season.
By the time you read this we will have had a talk about houseplants by Alice 
Maynard and again there were plants for sale. The talk started at 7.45pm at The Grey Village Hall, 
Sutton (we alternate between Huby and Sutton each month). Visitors are welcome at only £2.50 per 
visit, but as membership is only £10 per annum, why not join us and have access to all the club's 
benefits?
You might have missed this last talk but no problem, we have Kevin Foster on March 25th in Huby, 
talking about exotic and unusual plants. Again, there will be plants for sale. We also have refreshments 
and a raffle at each meeting so there is a chance to meet other gardeners. The net meeting after that 
will be 22nd April at Sutton in the Grey Village Hall.
The first outing of the year will be a coach trip to Burnby Hall on Wednesday the 29th of April. We will 
be giving more details to club members soon. We are also planning visits to Swindon House and Shandy 
Hall. 
Of course, the biggest news is the Open Gardens event in Sutton which will take place this year on 
Sunday and Monday, the 24th & 25th of May 2026. As well as open gardens there will be plant sales, 
brass band, teas and more. I will update you as we firm up arrangements but please keep these dates 
free in your diary so you can support us and help fund local charities. Many of us are getting on a bit so 
help from younger and/or fitter people is always very welcome.
If you are interested in the club’s activities, why not get onto our e-mail list by e-mailing Derek (our 
Treasurer) at djj3@btinternet.com? That way, we can get an accurate e-mail address.

Pam Bankes, Chairman

Sutton on the Forest Playing Field Association
Parts of the playing field are looking pretty waterlogged at the minute with all of the rain that we have 
had since Christmas, but this hasn’t stopped the bulbs breaking their way through the ground. The 
flowers also should start to appear shortly which is a welcome sight as we come out of Winter.
We are planning to hold our Spring Maintenance Day on Sunday 19th April, meeting at 1pm on the 
playing field.  We meet twice yearly, in Spring and Autumn, and take on small tasks such as hedge 
trimming, cutting back small branches and minor repairs to any play equipment. The repairs required 
are either brought to our attention via the annual RoSPA PlaySafety report or are visually identified 
and brought to our attention by members of our community. I am pleased to say there is nothing 
within the PlaySafety report requiring urgent attention, but we will inspect the play equipment prior 
to the maintenance day in case anything new is noticed. Please come and join us, even if you can only 
spare 1 hr. We are also grateful for the use of petrol or battery-operated gardening tools such as hedge 
trimmers, strimmers…etc and would welcome anyone to bring these if available.
We will soon be starting to make plans for this years’ Sutton 10k which will be held on -
Sunday 27th September at 11am. If you want to take part in the race details are on our webpage - 

www.sutton10k.org. This is one of the village's main events and creates a fun a social atmosphere to 
enjoy whether you are taking part in the race, supporting friends/relatives taking part or just coming to 
enjoy a sweet treat and cup of tea from the tea tent. It also raises approximately £2,500 - £3,000 which 
is used for major equipment repairs or to purchase new equipment. For those that have helped us in 
the past we are very grateful and hope to count on your support this year. For those new to the village 
further details will be provided in future Sutton Times editions or you can contact me on the number 
below and we will be happy to add you to our list of volunteers.

Mark Lee 07773 971792
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SUTTON ON THE FOREST YCA
It seems a long time ago now, but we enjoyed a wonderfully festive evening at our meeting in December 
when we were royally entertained by Main Street Sound. Fifteen of this twenty five plus, award 
winning, women’s barber shop choir, performed for us and they really were excellent. They sang a 
combination of songs both seasonal and from their normal catalogue. They also managed to include a 
few that we could sing along to. Warmed by such good cheer, plus mulled wine and Christmas cake, we 
hardly noticed paying for our annual subs and January meal.
And indeed, a few weeks later we were thrilled to be able to return to the Rose and Crown for our 
annual repast, where we were beautifully looked and after and enjoyed a really delicious meal. We are 
extremely grateful to Eileen and Malcolm for opening especially for us and so thoughtfully 
accommodating our needs.
In February we were delighted to welcome back Chris Cade who is a charming, retired actor with a 
particular knack for story telling. He has visited us before, bringing tales to life through role play and 
props.  A non-threatening, low level of audience participation, keeps everyone thoroughly engaged.  
This time we found ourselves transported to Brodsworth Hall in 1871 where we were interviewed by the 
butler for the role of junior housemaid.  Imagining we were fourteen was quite a stretch and being 
offered an annual salary of £4.00 with three days off a year was not enormously enticing. But the stories 
that Chris told us about the family and their servants are based on actual people and events from 
Brodsworth Hall and were intriguing enough to possibly entice us there for our annual trip in July.
All this and the year has only just begun!
A bargain at £30 for the year, the YCA is a warm and friendly organisation to join, with plenty going on 
throughout the year, and it is not too late if you think you might like to join for 2026. Typically we have 
nine evening meetings with a lively speaker, raffle and refreshments, and plenty of time to chat and 
catch up with friends. Most months we also meet up in the church room on the morning of the last 
Wednesday, for coffee, friendship and very superior biscuits!  Our annual meal in January, outing in July 
and afternoon tea in August are highlights. We regularly organise theatre and other trips. New members 
are welcome, but if you are not sure you would be able to attend on a regular basis, the evening 
meetings are always open to guests.
Meetings continue to be held on the first Wednesday of most months and begin at 7.30pm. All women 
are welcome to attend as a member or a guest.

Caroline Mytum 01347 810969
07742 963 689

March 4th - What’s in a Name? - Malton Museum Team
April 1st - Six of the Best - Lesley Newnham
May 6th - Celebrities and Fashion - Kevin Thornhill
June 3rd - Presentation from Central Committee

Cooper King Distillery
Production is back up and running after our winter 
shutdown at the distillery, with supplies of sold-out 
favourites being restocked as we speak, including 
our Berry & Basil Gin Liqueur. Our next release of 
Single Malt Whisky is also just around the corner - 

make sure you’re signed up to our newsletter to hear when exactly that 
will arrive on shelves.

Sign up on our website, at www.cooperkingdistillery.co.uk
This whisky is a rich celebration of Port casks and we can’t wait for 
you to try it.
We’re hosting a small launch party for the new whisky at the 
distillery on the evening of Friday 27 March. Tickets are £10 and 
include a tasting of the new whisky with Abbie and Chris and light 
nibbles. Delicious drinks will be available to buy at the bar. Over-
18s only. You will find the tickets in the shop on our website, we 
hope to see you there!
And don’t forget we’re open for tours on Wednesday afternoons 
and Saturdays, and drinks and nibbles at the bar on Saturdays 12-6.



Sutton Times

Issue 67 9

March 2026

Surviving a cold Winter
All Hallows Church and Easingwold and Villages’ Food bank have a fund to help residents in Sutton and Huby 

struggling with the cost of heating 
This could be a one off need - perhaps you’ve had an unexpected repair to your house or car which has left you 

short of cash this month, or an ongoing issue
We can help with the cost of oil, lpg or electric.  We can provide heaters or electric snuggle blankets so you and 

one room can be kept warm more economically
If you know anyone who this could help please encourage them to ring 07724 444 750

in complete confidence – just leave a message

Surviving Winter Fund set up by All Hallows Church and administered by Easingwold Food Bank

The King’s Award for Voluntary Service honours
Huby & Sutton Community Shop volunteers

Huby & Sutton Community Shop was officially presented with The King’s 
Award for Voluntary Service on 26 February 2026 at a ceremony held in Huby 
Memorial Village Hall. His Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant of North Yorkshire, Mrs 
Johanna Ropner, was joined by Deputy Lieutenant Rebecca Cotterall DL to 
present the award on behalf of His Majesty The King.

The King’s Award for Voluntary Service is the highest honour given to volunteer-led organisations in 
the UK and is equivalent to an MBE. The award recognises the remarkable contribution made by the 
volunteers who run Huby & Sutton Community Shop, a Community Benefit Society owned by local 
residents and operated entirely for the benefit of the local community. The shop provides essential 
services seven days a week, supports local suppliers and producers and offers opportunities for young 
people through the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme. Surpluses from the shop are reinvested and the 
shop intends to create a small grants fund to support local initiatives.
The ceremony was attended by former owner David Barker, representatives from the Parish Council, 
members of the Management Committee, volunteers and community shareholders. Co-Chairs Jan 
Garrill and Nigel Morgan thanked all the volunteers for their commitment and also expressed 
appreciation for everyone who supports the shop including its wonderful customers, noting that their 
continued loyalty is vital to the shop’s success.
Co-Chair of the Huby & Sutton Community Shop Committee, Nigel Morgan, expressed gratitude on 
behalf of the team, saying "we are deeply honoured 
to receive The King’s Award for Voluntary Service. 
This achievement belongs to every volunteer who 
gives their time so generously and to the 
community that supports us every day. We are 
incredibly proud of what we have built 
together."Huby & Sutton Community Shop has 
become a focal point for our villages and those 
who live nearby, maintained by nearly 50 
volunteers who give their time to serve customers, 
manage stock and support the daily running of the 
Post Office. It remains a place where people can 
connect and feel part of the community, reflecting 
the spirit of collaboration and care at the heart of 
village life.Those interested in volunteering, 
including young people seeking Duke of 
Edinburgh placements, are warmly encouraged to 
get in touch or visit our website to find out more. 
We look forward to welcoming new faces and old 
alike as we continue to grow and strengthen this 
community-owned enterprise.







Prescription pickups
For the last 5 years Simon and I have (via a network of volunteers) done pick ups for prescriptions for 
residents in Huby and Sutton - Tel 01347 810873

Thank you, Jackie Bullough
Future dates for receipt of articles and reports for the Sutton Times are -
Summer - Last week in May for publication first week in June
Autumn - Last week in August for publication first week in September
Winter - Last week in November for publication first week in December

Michael Kitchen     
01347 810685    michaelkitchen@me.com
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Contacts and Phone numbers Services
Huby & Sutton Community Shop  811451
Stillington Shop & Post Office    810322     
Reliance Buses      01904 768262   
National Rail enquiries     08457 484950 
Village Hall bookings      810978   
Schools
Huby Primary School     810432
Sutton on Forest Primary School   810230 
Easingwold School     821451

North Yorkshire Council
County Hall Northallerton DL7 8AD
www.northyorks.gov.uk
0300 131 2131
Councillor: Malcolm Taylor
Cllr.Malcom.Taylor@northyorks.gov.uk

North Yorkshire Police

Main switchboard
(General contact)     101

(Control Room immediately relay reported 
incidents to appropriate police officer)
Crimestoppers
(Reports to Crimestoppers  are confidential and 
you may receive a reward)    0800 555111
Drugs helpline      0800 776600
Victim Support      01904 636905

NHS
York District Hospital                                              01904 631313
NHS 111                                                          111 (available 24/7)
www.111.nhs.uk

Doctors
Millfield Surgery, Easingwold                     01347 821557
Stillington Surgery                      01347 810332
Tollerton Surgery                       01347 839231

Councillor Bob Shearman 
Beech House, Carr Lane
shearman@suttonontheforestvillage.org.uk

01347 811264

Councillor Robert Barry
The Fold Yard, Main Street
Robert.barry@yahoo.co.uk

07823 334640
01347 811790

Councillor Ben Knighton
Manor House Farm, Carr Lane
knighton@suttonontheforestvillage.org.uk

07881 942759

Councillor Rhona McMeekin
Seniors Cottage, Main Street
r.mcmeekin@zen.co.uk
mcmeekin@suttonontheforestvillage.org.uk

01347 811428
07709 216669

Councillor Tony Prowde 
15 The Gowans
prowde@btinternet.com

01347 811058
07808 796689

Councillor Don Rankin
5 The Gowans
rankin@suttonontheforestvillage.org.uk

01347 810995
07793 059501

Parish Clerk:
Sue Bracewell
Parish Clerk

07866 592820

parishclerk@suttonontheforestvillage.org.uk

Stillington Surgery and Patient Participation Group (Stillington PPG)
29 Nursing Appointments were not attended by patients during January

This equates to 7 hrs 20 mins of nursing time and results in other patients having to wait longer for an appointment
Please always try to keep your appointment or let us know in reasonable time if you are genuinely unable to do so
Patients who fail to attend on a regular basis may be asked to register elsewhere - Drs Metcalfe and Keen

Should you wish to make suggestions of ways to improve the Surgery service you can either -
write directly to Stillington Surgery stillingtonppg@btinternet.comstillington.admin@nhs.net


